
	

 
Dear Prospective MSN NP Student: 
 
We are pleased that you are interested in applying for admission into the MSN Nurse Practitioner Program 
at Wilmington University.  Applications for the MSN-NP Program are accepted from individuals who 
have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution.  The program is available at the Wilson Graduate 
Center site in New Castle County and at the Georgetown site in Sussex County. Please note this program 
is not offered in Dover. 
 
Application deadlines are explained on the attached sheet.  No admission decisions will be made until after 
the application deadline has passed.  All applications are reviewed at that time and those candidates 
selected to continue the admission process with individual interviews will be notified.  Candidates who are 
not selected to continue the process will also be notified.  Candidates are invited for interviews based on 
the quality of their admissions documentation, previous experience/employment, and their potential for 
academic success as indicated by their undergraduate grade point average. 
 
You are encouraged to submit your applications materials early so that you can follow-up in a timely 
manner if anything is missing or delayed in arrival at the Graduate Admissions Office. 
 
This packet contains several important items: 
 

 Application Instructions (includes deadlines) 
 Wilmington University Application For Graduate Admission 
 Frequently Asked Questions 
 Statement of Goals (thought questions) 

 
You are encouraged to review these materials carefully as you determine your interest in pursuing 
admission to the program. 
 
If you decide to apply for the MSN-NP Program, you should follow the Application Instructions for the 
MSN-NP Program.  These directions supersede any conflicting directions in the other application 
materials. 
 
If you need clarification of any information contained in this packet, please call Graduate Admissions at 
(302) 295-1184 or the Graduate Administrative Assistants for the College of Health Professions at 
(302)356-2480. Best wishes as you take the next step in your education. 
 
Sincerely, 
Veronica Wilbur 
Veronica Wilbur Ph.D., FNP-BC, CNE 
Chair of MSN Nurse Practitioner Program 
veronica.f.wilbur@wilmu.edu	
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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

Master of Science in Nursing – Nurse Practitioner 
 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. The completed application and any subsequent correspondence must be mailed to: 
 

Wilmington University 
Office of Graduate Admissions 
Wilson Graduate Center   
31 Read’s Way 
New Castle, DE  19720 

 
2. A non-refundable Application Fee of $35 must accompany the completed application 

form along with the Statement of Goals.  Your check or money order should be made 
payable to Wilmington University. 

 
3. Have all Official Transcripts sent directly to the Graduate Admissions Office. 

*Note: This MSN program is not offered in Dover. Designate the New Castle 
(Graduate Center) or Georgetown site.  

 
4. Include a copy of a current Resume and  proof of current RN license 
 
5. Thoughtfully complete your Statement of Goals by answering one of the two Thought 

Questions.  Your answers must be typed and double spaced.  Both the content of your 
answers and your ability to write are being evaluated, so proper grammar, punctuation, 
and spelling are important. 
*Note – submission of a complete packet assists the review process 

 
6. Applicants are screened for admission to the MSN-NP Program based on the potential to 

be successful academically as a graduate student and professionally as a primary care 
nurse practitioner. Candidate interviews for the MSN-NP program are based on 
completed admissions documentation and the quality of the responses to the 
documentation.  The admissions process is accomplished in two stages. 

 
Stage 1: Review of Application Materials 

 
a. Undergraduate academic record from the transcript (3.0 GPA or higher is 

desired; however, applicants will be considered for those with GPA 2.75 
or higher) 

b. Relevant professional experience documented on the resume 
c. Statement of goals as expressed on the thought questions 

 
Applicants who successfully meet the screening criteria in Stage 1 are invited to on-
campus interviews in Stage 2.  
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Stage 2:  Individual Interviews   

 
All admissions materials must be complete and submitted by the application deadline 
for an applicant to be considered for an admissions interview per the stage one criteria. 
Interviews will be conducted either by telephone or at a central location for both sites and 
will require an applicant to be available for 2-3 hours. The applicant must be available on 
the scheduled interview days. If unable to attend the interview those applicants will be 
considered for the next scheduled intake of students. The individual interviews offer the 
opportunity to evaluate the applicant’s interpersonal skills and personal potential to 
become an effective nurse practitioner.  

 
7. All information is confidential. Information requested on race and sex is gathered to 

enable Wilmington University to comply with its Equal Opportunity obligations and will 
not be used to discriminate against individuals. 

 
8. The MSN-NP Program Admissions Committee reviews all application materials and 

interview information to determine a candidate’s fit for the MSN-NP Program based on 
academic readiness, personal maturity, and career goals. Decisions of the committee are 
final. 

 
9. Application Deadline for Fall Term Admission:  April 1st 
 All applicants who are admitted are expected to matriculate in the Fall Term of the year 

of their admission, with classes beginning in September. 
Application Deadline for Spring Term Admission:  September 1st 

 All applicants who are admitted are expected to matriculate in the Spring Term of the 
year of their admission, with classes beginning in January. 
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Master of Science in Nursing – Nurse Practitioner 
 

STATEMENT OF GOALS 
  

Please respond only one of the following questions in a separate document. The response 
requires minimum of two full double spaced pages (8 ½ x 11) typed. 
 
I. State thoughtfully why you want to further your nursing career as a nurse 

practitioner in primary care.  Identify your personal and professional goals related 
to this decision. 

 
II. Discuss how your nursing experiences lead to your desire to become a nurse 

practitioner. Identify what impact you can make on the quality of patient care in the 
role of a nurse practitioner.  

 
Since we do not require standardized test scores as a criteria for admissions, your responses to 
these questions will weigh significantly in the initial screening process.  Responses must meet 
the minimum of 2 pages to be considered.  Please give careful attention to the quality of the 
content, writing mechanics, and organization of thought. 
 

The MSN - NP Faculty wish you the best in your quest for the MSN-NP degree. 
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QUESTIONS MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED BY MSN-NP APPLICANTS 

 
1. How does the Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) differ from the Adult/Gerontology Nurse 

Practitioner (AGNP)? 
The focus of the FNP Program is to provide classes and experiences with clients/families over the 
life span. The AGNP focuses on late adolescences to the frail elderly. Two classes are different for 
each concentration, the FNP students take courses in pediatrics and the AGNP students take two 
courses in geriatrics; otherwise the course of study is the same for all nurse practitioner students 

 
2. Will I have to get a Doctor in Nursing Practice (DNP) degree later to practice as a nurse 

practitioner in the future? 
Currently the MSN-NP degree is accepted in all states for practice. There is a move towards entry 
to practice as DNP with a target year of 2015; however, the MSN degree will be grandfathered into 
practice. The projection is that by the year 2025 all graduating NP’s will be from DNP programs. 

 
3. What areas will I be able to work after graduation? 

The MSN-NP prepares primary care nurse practitioners in two population foci, family and 
adult/gerontology. Graduates are prepared to function in primary care settings that include nurse 
practitioner clinics, medical offices, and walkin medical care to name a few places. While some 
graduates work in the hospital, or make hospital rounds, this degree does not prepare individuals to 
function as an Acute Care Nurse Practitioner. Should you wish to only work in the hospital this is 
not the degree you need to seek out. 
 

4. How long will it take me to complete the 48 credit hour program with 600 clinical hours?  
This seems like a great deal of time and coursework. 
The MSN-NP Program has been designed for completion in 3 years. Some of the courses are 
scheduled on a semester long (15-week) basis [pathophysiology, pharmacology and all practicum 
courses] and all remaining courses are scheduled in 7-week block. Courses are offered online, face-
to-face and in a hybrid format. The amount of clinical time meets the requirements to sit for the 
nurse practitioner certification exams.  

 
5. Is the MSN-NP Program a competitive program in terms of admission standards? 

Admission to the program is competitive based on the balance of a number of factors including 
undergraduate academic performance (GPA of 3.0 or higher is preferred), prior work/volunteer 
experience, personal maturity, and personal/professional goals. We have a selection process that is 
utilized to evaluate a person’s readiness for graduate study and their suitability  

 
6. Does my undergraduate degree have to be in nursing? 

Yes, you must have a Bachelors of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree. 
 

7. Is there financial aid available? 
Yes, a significant number of our students utilize the Guaranteed Student Loan, which is based on 
need.  You can get an application from a local bank which processes the loan for the federal 
government.  The University’s Financial Aid Office can provide you with information about their 
loan program.  Many students have benefited from this low interest program. 
 

8. Is the MSN-NP Program fully accredited? 
We have received accreditation from the Council for Certification of Nursing Education (CCNE) 
until 2021. 
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9. If I am accepted into the MSN-NP Program, when can I start? 

In order to be able to complete the program in 3 calendar years, students are admitted to begin 
classes in the Fall or Spring Term by submitting a fully completed application by no later than the 
Admission Deadlines. 

 
10. Does the MSN-NP Program accept transfer credits? 

A maximum of six credits may be transferred into the program in graduate courses that are deemed 
equivalent to the courses in the MSN-NP program. 

 
11. If for any reason, I need to withdraw from the program (financial, illness, etc.), would it be 

possible to re-enter the program without re-applying? 
Students have a five-year time limit to complete the program.  From time to time some students 
need to take a leave from the program and go on inactive status for a short time period.  Students 
must contact their faculty academic advisor if there is a deviation from their program of study 
including becoming inactive.  If the student’s status is inactive for more than one year a new 
application only is required by the WU policy. Students must then contact the Chair of the MSN 
program to discuss their status. Students who leave the program for an extended length of time may 
lose their spot; however, this is decided on a case-by-case basis. All students needing more than 5 
years to complete their program of study must reapply for admission to the MSN-NP Program. 
Exceptions to the 5 year policy may be made in extenuating circumstances. 

 
12. How much time do I have to spend in an agency setting to complete the program? 

The MSN-NP Program requires students to complete a 600 practicum hours over five semesters, 
each practicum equals 120 hours.  Practicum begins after completion of the science and assessment 
courses. The average time in the field during practicum is 8 – 10 hours per week. Although many 
agencies have flexible hours, which enable students to work around their regular jobs, students 
often find that they must make arrangements with their employer to insure availability to complete 
practicum hours in the prescribed time frame. Generally students are not allowed to double the 
practicum courses; however, exceptions may be considered on a case by case basis.  

 
13. Is it possible that practicum and/or internship experiences be done where a student is 

employed? 
Yes, some students do work in agencies where practicum can be completed; however this is not 
encouraged.  The site must meet all of the regular practicum requirements and the practicum must 
offer the opportunity for new learning and professional growth.  In addition, supervision must be 
provided by someone who meets the MSN-NP Program’s site supervisor requirements for 
education and experience and who is not the student’s regular supervisor. 




