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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 

 

COURSE TITLE:  Introduction to Legal Studies 

 

COURSE NUMBER: LES 220 

 

PRE-REQUISITES:  ENG121, English Composition I (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 

 

LEGAL SPECIALTY:  Yes   No 

 

**A minimum grade of “C” is required to pass this course** 

 

 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course provides an introduction to the study of law and the many opportunities available 

within the legal services industry. Emphasis is placed on the judicial system and its role within 

the state and federal governments, the importance of judicial opinions including how to read, 

understand, and summarize case law, an introduction to legal research and writing, and an 

overview of the ethical obligations, regulations, professional trends, and skills required of those 

working in this field. 

 

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

GOAL A: Prepare documents necessary for the representation of clients in a legal matter 

 

Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 

A-1 Identify the three levels of government and the three branches within each level, and 

describe the responsibilities of each branch as it pertains to the law. 

A-2 Distinguish and define civil and criminal law. 

A-3 Identify the two basic types of jurisdiction. 

A-4 Explain the requirements for personal and subject matter jurisdiction respectively. 

A-5 Identify the stages of the litigation process prior to trial 

A-6 Describe the stages of a trial 

A-7 Explain the significance of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 

A-8 Identify the parts of a court opinion (caption, synopsis, headnote, etc.). 

A-9 List and define the elements of legal analysis (IRAC) 

A-10 Analyze a court opinion and break down the reasoning into IRAC 

A-11 Prepare a comprehensive case brief. 

A-12 Break down a statute into elements 

 

 

GOAL B: Perform factual and legal research 
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Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 

B-1 Explain the hierarchy of the federal and state court systems and label each court in the 

federal system 

B-2 Identify the four types of law and classify primary and secondary authority 

B-3 Explain the doctrine of stare decisis and the use of jurisdiction to determine the presence 

of binding or persuasive precedent 

B-4 Apply the concept of jurisdiction within a hypothetical fact pattern to categorize authority 

as binding or persuasive 

 

      

GOAL C: Perform all delegated functions in conformity with the legal and ethical principles 

regulating the legal services industry 

 

Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 

C-1 Summarize an article related to an ethical issue 

 

GOAL D: Organize and maintain printed and electronic information related to multiple ongoing 

interests through effective prioritization and time management 

 

Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 

D-1 Explain why organization, prioritization, and time management skills are essential in the 

legal field 

D-2 Identify tools to aid in organization, prioritization, or time management 

 

GOAL E: Interact professionally and cooperatively with a service orientation toward co-

workers, clients, and vendors. 

 

Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 

E-1  List several potential careers within the legal field and describe the educational/technical 

requirements for each 

 E-2 Identify the skills most desired by legal employers 

 E-3 Explain the relationship between acquisition of skills and potential advancement. 

E-4  Describe the duties typically associated with various areas of law 


