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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 

 
COURSE TITLE:  Criminal Law 
 
COURSE NUMBER: LES 324 
 
PRE-REQUISITES:  ENG121, English Composition I (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 

ENG122, English Composition II (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 
LES 220, Introduction to Legal Studies (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 
LES 225 OR 314, Legal Research (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 

 
 
LEGAL SPECIALTY: Yes  No 
 
 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
PRIOR TO FALL 2016, THIS COURSE WAS OFFERED AS LES 404. The course features an 
overview of the principles and philosophy of criminal law, focusing primarily on court rules and 
case precedents. Specific topics include: administration of criminal justice, components of a 
crime, search and seizure, confessions and Miranda, pretrial through sentencing and punishment. 
 

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
GOAL A: Prepare documents necessary for the representation of clients in a legal matter 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
A-1 Identify the specific components of common law crimes 
A-2 Identify and describe the mens rea ascribed to a criminal   act 
A-3 Identify the essential elements of common law homicide, larceny, and property crimes 
A-4 Describe the transferred intent doctrine 
A-5 Discuss and give examples of the probable cause standard 
A-6 Discuss and give examples of the reasonable articulable suspicion standard 
A-7 Evaluate the validity of a hypothetical affidavit of probable cause 
A-8 Describe the importance of the Fourth Amendment’s warrant requirement 
A-9 Describe the exclusionary Rule 
A-10 Give examples of the plain view, exigent circumstances, and inevitable discovery 

exceptions to the warrant requirement 
A-11 Identify and describe the critical stages of a criminal investigation and trial 
A-12 Draft a discovery request 
A-13 List and describe a defendant’s constitutional trial rights under the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 

and Eighth Amendments  
A-14 Describe the fruit of the poisonous tree doctrine 
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A-15 Identify and describe the protective privilege, choice of evils, duress, entrapment, and 
mental health defenses 

A-16 Describe the scope of a defendant’s right to the assistance of counsel and when it attaches 
A-17 Demonstrate familiarity with forms commonly used 
           in the Delaware criminal courts. 
 
 
GOAL B: Perform factual and legal research 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
B-1  Locate controlling case law on search and seizure issues 
B-2    Locate statutory law specific to criminal procedures 
B-3    Locate authority relating to guilty pleas 
B-4    Locate authority relating to sentencing issues  
B-5    Locate authority relating to a defendant’s right to the effective assistance of counsel 
    
GOAL C: Perform all delegated functions in conformity with the legal and ethical principles 
regulating the legal services industry 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
C-1 Identify the analytical framework for a claim of ineffective assistance of counsel 
C-2    Identify and describe the fundamental decisions that a defendant has in the criminal 

process 
 
 
GOAL D: Organize and maintain printed and electronic information related to multiple ongoing 
interests through effective prioritization and time management 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
D-1 Discuss the various methods that law firms use to manage large case loads  
D-2 Create and maintain electronic documents 
D-3 Manipulate electronic documents via email or Blackboard 
D-4     Create and organize a trial binder 
 
GOAL E: Interact professionally and cooperatively with a service orientation toward co-
workers, clients, and vendors. 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
E-1  Describe the paralegal’s role in criminal practice 
 


