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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 

 
COURSE TITLE:  Advanced Legal Writing 
 
COURSE NUMBER: LES 390 
 
PRE-REQUISITES:  ENG121, English Composition I  (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 

ENG122, English Composition II (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 
LES 220, Introduction to Legal Studies (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 
LES 225 OR 314, Legal Research (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 
LES 226 OR 316, Legal Writing (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 
LES 228 OR 403, Civil Procedure (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 

 
LEGAL SPECIALTY:  Yes   No 
 
**A minimum grade of “C” is required to pass this course** 
 
 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will continue building and developing student competence in the area of legal 
writing. The primary goal is to enhance proficiency in legal analysis and expand the repertoire of 
documents that students are able to prepare within the legal genre to include more sophisticated 
and complex documents such as appellate briefs, multi-issue legal office memoranda, and 
memoranda in support of a motion. 
 

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
GOAL A: Prepare documents necessary for the representation of clients in a legal matter 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
A-1 Prepare an analysis of a multiple legal issues using the IRAC framework  
A-2 Prepare an analysis which incorporates a variety of legal authority using proper hierarchical 

ranking and presentation 
A-3 Assess facts and distinguish between material and non-material facts 
A-4 Construct narrowly tailored, comprehensive issue statements 
A-5 Synthesize multiple legal opinions to construct a rule of law 
A-6 Draft relevant counter-analyses utilizing appropriate qualifying language 
A-7 Prepare a content appropriate, grammatically correct, and professionally formatted office 

legal memorandum 
A-8 Identify the parts of a court brief and distinguish from a legal office memorandum in content, 

audience, and purpose 
A-9 Prepare a content appropriate, grammatically correct, and professionally formatted court 
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brief 
A-10 Apply proper English grammar and writing conventions appropriate to the type of document 

being drafted 
A-11 Prepare proper Bluebook citations and employ in a written work according to accepted 

standards including proper use of short forms and parentheticals 
 
GOAL B: Perform factual and legal research 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
B-1 Develop and execute a research plan to locate primary and secondary authority relevant to a 

particular legal issue 
B-2 Utilize secondary sources as need to enhance understanding of subject matter terminology, 

possible sources of authority, and closely related concepts 
   
    
GOAL C: Perform all delegated functions in conformity with the legal and ethical principles 

regulating the legal services industry 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
C-1 Describe how the ethical requirements of competence, diligence, and candor toward the 

tribunal relate to legal writing 
C-2 Explain how persuasive writing could exceed the bounds of “zealous” representation and 

become prejudicial to the administration of justice 
 
GOAL D: Organize and maintain printed and electronic information related to multiple ongoing 

interests through effective prioritization and time management 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
D-1 Independently establish and adhere to a schedule of self-imposed deadlines for completion 

of a long-term project 
D-2 Reflect and evaluate project management success and revise plan accordingly for subsequent 

projects 
D-3 Manage multiple electronic files and upload into Blackboard as directed 
 
GOAL E: Interact professionally and cooperatively with a service orientation toward co-workers, 

clients, and vendors. 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
E-1 Recognize areas of confusion or uncertainty related to course content and seek appropriate 

clarification and assistance 
E-2 Reflect on their understanding of course content and utilize resources for enhancing skills 
 


