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I. RATIONALE: 

 

This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of the federal and state 

legal and regulatory requirements affecting environmental activities by within private 

sector.  The course will discuss the federal and state legislative and regulatory 

promulgation process and specific legislation, regulations and case law affecting 

environmental activities.  It will explore the relationship of government and private sector 

in monitoring and enforcing environmental requirements.  Lastly, it will discuss ethical 

issues and prevention of environmental infringements within the private sector. 

 

II. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS: 

 

Goal A: Gain a basic understanding of the federal and state legal process and the 

promulgation of regulations affecting environmental activities; 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will  

 

A-1 Describe and detail the process for the passage of legislation and the 

promulgation of regulations. 

A-2 Demonstrate understanding of the public comment process and its impact on 

rule promulgation 

A-3 Analyze the links between laws, regulation and case law in the interpretation 

and execution of the legal and regulatory action. 

 

Goal B:  Familiarize students with landmark federal legislation, regulation, and case law 

and the requirements for private sector companies to comply when considering 

activities impacting the environment. 

 

 Learning Outcomes: The student will  

 

B-1 Discuss and demonstrate understanding of the major points of landmark 

environmental legislation, including the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, 

the National Environmental Protection Act, and the Coastal Zone Act. 

B-2 Discuss and demonstrate understanding of the major regulations in the area 

of water pollution, toxic release, historic preservation, groundwater and 

drinking water monitoring, protection of natural resources and energy. 

B-3 Review existing and emerging case law which impacts the application of 

environmental activities. 
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Goal C:  Explore existing and emerging Delaware-based legislation, regulation, and case 

law affecting environmental activities. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will 

 

C-1 Familiarize students with the Delaware Code, Administrative Code of 

Regulations, Executive Orders and internal policy directives 

C-2 Explore the structure of Delaware government and its interaction with 

businesses as they implement environmental and energy projects and projects 

which will have impact on the environment. 

C-3 Discuss major landmark legislation affecting Delaware, such as the 

sustainability energy utility, renewable energy act and the open space laws. 

 

Goal D:  Study and analyze the ethical underpinnings of private sector activity impacting 

environmental sustainability. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will 

 

D-1 Demonstrate understanding of the legal and regulatory liability associated 

with environmental practices. 

D-2 Demonstrate understanding of the disclosure process associated with 

shareholder and debt rating decisions. 

D-3 Determine how legal and regulatory activities impact the cost / benefit and 

risk to businesses both nationally and in Delaware. 

 


