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COURSE TITLE:  Introduction to Homeland Security 

 

I. RATIONALE: 

 

With the increased emphasis on Homeland Security because of the threat of Terrorism, this 

course should expose the student to a topic that is a priority in the U. S. Government and to 

the people of this country.  It should provoke intellectual discussion as to many of the 

ramifications of an effective Homeland Security System.   

 

II. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS: 

 

GOAL A:  The student demonstrates an understanding of the definition of Homeland 

Security and its complexity. 

 

Learning Outcome:  The student will: 

 

A-1 Construct a definition of Homeland Security based first on a macro level or in broad 

terms. 

A-2  Construct a definition of Homeland Security based on a micro level or narrowing 

the definition so that people and/or organizations can take action or responsibility. 

A-3  Explain the complex nature of Homeland Security by a discussion of national 

assets, resources, economics and industry. 

A-4 Discuss the costs associated with the increased security of various assets and 

infrastructure at the Federal, State and local levels.   

A-5 Discuss the role of corporations and individuals in creating a well functioning 

Homeland Security Plan. 

 

GOAL B:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the evolution of events 

that led to Homeland Security being a top priority in the United States. 

 

Learning Outcome:  The student will: 

 

B-1 Discuss the ongoing terrorism threat from the Middle East and its escalation in the 

21st Century. 

B-2 Discuss the immigration problem in the USA, especially the Southwest Border 

with Mexico, and the impact of illegal immigration on security of our borders. 

B-3 Explore the motives and methods employed by individuals and groups who 

threaten the Homeland Security of the USA. 
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B-4 Discuss the terrorist events of September 11, 2001 and the impact of that event on 

the daily life of individuals, corporations and government entities as a result of 

those attacks. 

 

GOAL C: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the actions taken by the U. 

S. Government as a result of the terrorist attack of September 11, 2001 as 

well as actions taken by other countries who feel their security needed to be 

improved. 

 

Learning Outcome:  The student will: 

 

C-1 Discuss and understand the Homeland Security Act of 2002. 

C-2 Discuss and understand the Patriot Act of 2002. 

C-3 Discuss the role of the Homeland Security Department at the Federal Level. 

C-4 Review the organizations and their various jurisdictions related to Homeland 

Security. 

C-5 Discuss how the various states have approached and organized Homeland 

Security. 

 

GOAL D: The student demonstrates an understanding of the types of threats to 

Homeland Security and current strategies to combat those threats. 

 

Learning Outcome:  The student will: 

 

D-1 Be able to identify and discuss the various assets which could be a target of 

extremists or terrorists. 

D-2 Be able to identify and discuss the safety and security issues surrounding a 

particular asset or resource. 

D-3 Be able to explain and discuss how technology is being employed to improve 

homeland security. 

D-4 Be able to understand and discuss how each of the various entities with 

responsibility for Homeland Security are communicating with each other and to 

the public. 

D-5 Explain how the corporate world and individuals are dealing with Homeland 

Security. 

 

GOAL E: The student will have an understanding of the difference between 

maintaining our liberties and way of life versus having a secure 

environment. 

 

Learning Outcome:  The student will: 

 

E-1 Discuss and understand how far a Government entity can go before they violate 

the rights and liberties of individuals. 

E-2 Discuss and understand the ramifications of issuing a national identification card. 
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E-3 Discuss and understand the ramifications of using “profiling” to thwart problems 

to our national Homeland Security. 

E-4 Discuss and understand what is meant by being vigilant. 

E-5 Discuss and understand what other countries are doing to strengthen their 

Homeland Security. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


