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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 

 

COURSE NUMBER:    MHS 7005       

         

COURSE TITLE:   Border and Transportation Security    

 

I. RATIONALE: 

 

Securing our nation's air, land, and sea borders is a challenging component of preventing future 

terrorist attacks.  According to the Department of Homeland Security, the United States has 5,525 

miles of border with Canada and 1,933 miles with Mexico. Our maritime border includes 95,000 

miles of shoreline, and a 3.4 million square mile exclusive economic zone. It is estimated that each 

year, more than half a billion people enter the United States, a large percentage of which are non-

citizens. Prevention of intrusion at the border with continued tracking of goods and people inside is 

highly desirable to ensure security. 
 

II. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 
This course will provide an online examination of the critical issues of border and transportation 

security and the challenges that lie ahead as we enter the 21st century.   Students will examine 

programs that are designed to plan, detect, respond and recover from inevitable disruptions in our 

transportation systems.   That examination will include an overview of transportation modes in the 

supply chain of goods and the protection of those assets to maintain the supply chain flow.     

Students will be engaged in discussion of global travel; border control issues, and the acquisition of 

global goods.  Students will gain knowledge and develop skill sets on imbedding security in this 

critical infrastructure and be asked to employ those skill sets in managing a crisis scenario.   

 

III. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS: 

 

GOAL A:  The student will develop an understanding of the current status of transportation 

security it impact on global security.  The student will also examine the complex 

nature of the global economy and national security. 

 

Learning Outcome:  The student will: 

 

A-1 Discuss security solutions as they relate to border and transportation safety.  

A-2 Discuss issues involving the relationship between transportation security and a nation’s 

physical and economic security. 

A-3 Understand the concept of the border security.  

A-4 Introduce a framework to explore the relationship between national security and the 

global economy. 

GOAL B: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the constraints that must be 

eliminated in order to achieve an integrated transportation system.  The student 

will examine the effects of chronic vigilance on the population. 

 

Learning Outcome:  The student will: 

 



IDEA Objectives:  E = 3 

I = 4 

 

Syllabus is sole property of Wilmington University. 

B-1 Describe impediments to an integrated system of movement. 

B-2 Describe examples of failure when systems integration has not been effectively   

employed. 

B-3 Describe some of the governmental and commercial initiatives now and on the horizon in 

mobility and security 

B-4 Describe ramifications of chronic vigilance and monitoring of individuals and the 

impacts these have on psychosocial functioning. 

B-5 Complete a Current Event assignment, detailing an aspect of border and transportation 

security, defending an opinion of what they discover. 

 

GOAL C: The student will develop an understanding of the types of security issues facing 

the issues and of current strategies to combat these threats.  The student will 

examine new technologies employed. 

 

Learning Outcome:  The student will: 

 

C-1 Provide an overview of road transportation and infrastructure security. 

C-2 Discuss security issues and threats against the transportation system as well as the 

potential countermeasures and estimated cost. 

C-3  Define the entities responsible for aviation security and the roles they play in protecting 

passengers and infrastructure. 

C-4 Define the separate areas of the airport and respective associated personnel, technologies, 

and processes. 

C-5 Complete a Current Event assignment, detailing an aspect of border and transportation 

security, defending an opinion of what they discover. 

 

GOAL D: The students will example the pre 9/11 and post 9/11 regulations that impact 

maritime shipping as well security issues and threats against the road 

transportation system. Student will also demonstrate an understanding of the 

strengths and weakness of computer and physical security.  

 

   Learning Outcome: The student will: 

 

 D-1 Provide an overview of maritime security issues at sea and port. 

 D-2 Compare and contrast pre 9/11 and post 9/11 maritime security regulatory regimes. 

D-3 Describe specific security regulatory requirements. 

 D-4 Describe the various aspects of computer and physical security. 

 

GOAL E: The student will demonstrate understanding of the various methods and 

technologies being investigated and developed to achieve a great supply-chain 

security.  Student will also develop understanding of the various elements of 

situational awareness and the information challenge. 

 

Learning Outcome: The student will: 

 

E-1 Provide an overview of the rationale and basis for pursuing cargo container security 

E-2 Describe a historical and economic foundation upon which to justify intensifying 

maritime security 

E-3 Describe the key characteristics and elements of Situational Awareness. 

E-4 Complete a Current Event assignment, detailing an aspect of border and transportation 

security, defending an opinion of what they discover. 
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GOAL F:   The student will develop a basic understanding of the need for, components of, 

the Automatic Identification and Data Capture system (AIDC).  The student will 

examine recent example of major infrastructure recovery operations and the 

steps of disaster recovery. 

 

 Learning Outcome: The student will: 

  

 F-1 Explain the role of automated identification technology (AIT) in logistics.  

 F-2 Describe the logistics process and functional enhancement. 

F-3 Analyze a major disaster recovery to obtain lessons learned and relate those lessons to 

transportation recovery operations. 

F-4       Complete a Current Event assignment, detailing an aspect of border and transportation 

security, defending an opinion of what they discover.  

 

GOAL G: The student will identify key challenges and best practices of immigration and 

national security.  

 

Learning Outcome: The student will: 

 

G-1 Provide an overview of US ePassport, eVisa, eID, and deportation solutions. 

G-2 Describe the importance of immigration and national security issues that countries must 

focus on to protect their borders. 

G-3 Provide a background on best practices implemented in the national security arena and 

give examples of successful implementation. 

 

 


