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COURSE NUMBER    PHI 300 
 
COURSE TITLE Ethics for Life 
 
CREDITS      3 
 
PREREQUISITE     
 
FACULTY MEMBER    
  
TERM       
 
METHOD OF CONTACT/ OFFICE HOURS 
 
COURSE TIME BREAKDOWN 
  
 40 Hours of Structured Learning Activities 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
*A list of course textbooks are available on the Wilmington University Bookstore website: 
http://bookstore.wilmu.edu/  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
This course will focus on the issue of ethical behavior in contemporary life. How does one determine 
what conduct is right? How should one behave toward other people? Is there a “good life” for humans? 
How does one decide on the moral correctness of social issues? To address these questions, this course 
will challenge students to move beyond ethical relativism and consider more principled approaches to 
moral reasoning with the goal of improving their ability to make real-life, moral decisions. Students will 
gain broad exposure to major ethical philosophies and critically examine and compare these and other 
ethics-related influences, including religion, in the context of relevant contemporary issues. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 
This course will provide students with the knowledge and skills to: 
 
1. Define ethics and moral reasoning, situating it within the study of philosophy. 
2. Analyze the nature of philosophical inquiry, including the influence of human nature, free will versus 

determinism, and theories of moral development. 
3. Describe the major approaches to the study of ethics, including relativism, universalism and 

consequentialist vs. non-consequentialist approaches. 
4. Evaluate the nature of the conscience and its relationship to moral development. 
5. Differentiate the major ethical theories and evaluate their implications in making moral decisions. 
6. Compare and critique ethical approaches, including cultural relativism, ethical egoism, utilitarianism, 

natural law, deontology, rights ethics, and virtue ethics. 
7. Evaluate the real-life implications of ethical theories by discussing their application in specific 

cultural and social contexts. 
8. Compose a principled rationale for an ethical approach to dealing with relevant current issues, 
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identifying and defending the use of specific ethical approaches to the subject. 
9. Develop the critical thinking skills necessary for analyzing and shaping one’s own moral reasoning 

and behavior. 
10. Evaluate one’s own moral reasoning based on criteria from major moral theories. 
11. Analyze stage theories of moral development in relation to the real-life implications of one’s own 

stage of moral development. 
12. Construct a moral argument for dealing with a controversial moral issue using the 5 Steps for 

Constructing Moral Arguments.   
 
METHODOLOGY 

 
A. Teaching and Learning Strategies 

 
 

B. Evaluation Methods 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
 
EVALUATION PROCEDURE AND GRADING POLICY: 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY: 
 
COELA CLASSROOM STANDARDS:  See Canvas “Syllabus” area 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE (all assignments and due dates):  
 
  


