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I.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this course, students will further develop their abilities to read, analyze, and evaluate 
research, identify and solve problems, apply ethical principles, write professionally and 
in accordance with current American Psychological Association guidelines, and 
effectively deliver oral presentations. Students will have the opportunity to enhance 
their knowledge of research methods by designing a research study, writing a proposal, 
and presenting their proposal to a mock Institutional Review Board. 

 

II.   MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS: 

   

 GOAL A:  

 Examine a specific line of research. 

 Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

A-1 Summarize current research on a particular topic.  

A-2 Identify areas within a particular line of research that need further 
investigation.  

A-3 Conceptualize a research question and research problem. 

A-4 Identify and evaluate appropriate literature. 

A-5 Read and analyze scholarly research articles. 

A-6 Synthesize and integrate literature. 

 

 GOAL B:   

 Apply knowledge of statistics and research methods to study design. 

 Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

B-1  Contrast a research question with a research hypothesis. 

B-2  Identify the purpose of conducting research in Psychology.  



Syllabus is sole property of Wilmington University 

B-2  Use appropriate research methods to address a research question or 
hypothesis. 

B-4  Explain the difference between descriptive and inferential statistics. 

B-5  Describe the role probability plays in statistical inference and explain 
what “statistically significant” means and why it is important.  

B-6  Select instruments based on reliability and validity factors. 

B-7  Analyze research findings and discuss implications of such findings.  

 

 GOAL C:  

 Explore the role of the trauma-informed approach in the field of Psychology.  

 Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

C-1 Describe what it means for individuals, organizations and communities to 
be trauma-informed.  

C-2 Examine the ethical issues related to conducting research on human 
subjects in a trauma-informed way.  

C-3 Discuss the role that trauma can play in different lines of research.  

 

 GOAL D:  

 Use appropriate written and oral communication skills. 

Learning Outcomes:  The student will: 

D-1  Communicate information orally in a logical and grammatical manner. 

D-2  Present written information using standard APA style. 

 


