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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
Today’s social landscape consists of a myriad of complex issues that negatively 
impact society’s well-being. Homelessness in America is a social issue that affects 
hundreds of thousands of individuals and families on an annual basis. The purpose of 
this course is to give the student a basic understanding of homelessness in America. 
Students will learn the social and economic factors that contribute to homelessness. In 
addition to understanding the causes of homelessness, this course will also examine 
the public policy and non-profit sector responses to homelessness. 

 
II. RATIONALE  
The purpose of the course is to give the student an understanding of homelessness 
and the social and economic factors that cause homelessness. This course will 
also examine the intersection between public and private sector solutions by providing 
a historical overview of the social policies that have been developed to 
address homelessness and a survey of non-profit community development activities 
aimed at preventing and ending homelessness.  
  
III. COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 
GOAL A: The student will demonstrate a basic understanding of homelessness.  
  

Learning Outcomes: The student will be able to:  
A-1: Define what it means to be homelessness according to federal and state 
definitions 
A-2: Describe the various subpopulations into which homelessness is 
categorized   
A-3: Understand the role that data plays in enumerating homelessness  

  
GOAL B: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the social and economic  
factors that cause homelessness.  
  

Learning Outcomes: The student will be able to:  



B-1: Identify the key social issues that cause homelessness among individuals, 
families, and youth 
B-2: Identify the key economic factors that contribute to homelessness 
among individuals, families, and youth  

  
GOAL C: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the social policies that 
have been developed to address homelessness in the United States.  
  

Learning Outcomes: The student will be able to:  
C-1: Give a historical overview of the significant social policies that have 
been developed since the 1930s to address homelessness 
C-2: Demonstrate an understanding of the political context in which 
homelessness policy has been developed in the United States   

  
GOAL D: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the role that both 
the private and public sectors play in addressing homelessness.  
  

Learning Outcomes: The student will be able to:  
D-1: Demonstrate an understanding of the role that philanthropy and the 
private sector have played in addressing homelessness  
D-2: Demonstrate an understanding of the role that the public sector has 
played in addressing homelessness  

  
GOAL E: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the role that non-
profit community development activities play in addressing homelessness.  
  

Learning Outcomes: The student will be able to:  
E-1: Demonstrate an understanding of the role that the non-profit sector has 
played in addressing homelessness  
E-2: Describe the various types of non-profit community and economic 
development strategies used to prevent and address homelessness  

  
GOAL F: Students will use appropriate written and oral communication 
skills.  
  

Learning Outcomes: The student will:  
F-1: Write clearly, concisely, and appropriately using standard American English 
grammar, punctuation, usage, mechanics, sentence structure, and vocabulary  
F-2: Use appropriate APA format for scholarly writings  
F-3: Speak with confidence, clarity, and conciseness  
F-4: Research, prepare, and deliver professional presentations  

  
 


