Using Adaptive Release in Your Blackboard Course
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What is Adaptive Release?

The Adaptive Release is an option in Blackboard where access
to an item (such as a quiz) is made to be contingent on the

The Adaptive Release feature allows
instructors to set rules that specify
when certain content is made

available to students or groups of completion of another (such as review of the course notes for a
students. Once rules are set, given week). Instructors can link two or more items through
students or groups of students must Adaptive Release to create a set learning path for students. To
meet the criteria for further items to use Adaptive Release, assignments or other items must first be
be available to them. Adaptive created as normal, and then Adaptive Release rules are created
Release is a good way to insure and applied. Rules can select who can access an item

students are following a prescribed (individuals or groups) or release of an item can be based on
learning path, when appropriate. benchmarks or other criteria (such as date, time, scores or

attempts). This tutorial covers how to set-up an adaptively
released item as well as how to check the review status of some
items.

Prep for Adaptive Release

1. Before using Adaptive Release to link two or more items in your course, those items must
first be created/loaded into Blackboard. Follow the appropriate directions to create the
Assignments, Assessments, Discussion Boards, or whatever item it is that you wish to apply
Adaptive Release rules to. Tutorials on how to create many kinds of items in Blackboard can
be found at: http://www.wilmu.edu/instructionaltech/tutorials.aspx

Create Adaptive Release Rules (Basic Rules)
2. Enter the course, then Click Control Panel.

Tools

Caormrmunication
# Course Toals
Ed Course Map

@ Control Panel

Quick Unem{ 2 )

3. Click on the Content Area link where the item you wish to Adaptively Release is located. In
this example, we will use an item in the Assignments area of the course.

Content Areas

Syllabus Assignments 3
Course Overview Instructor Resources
START HERE Web Resources

4. Once the Content Area you chose is open, find the item you wish to be Adaptively Released
(the item that is contingent on some other item) and click Manage. In the example below,
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the item “ALEKS Course Code” will be contingent on students viewing the “Using ALEKS”
presentation, so Manage will be selected for the “ALEKS Course Code” item.

@ 2 ~| Using ALEKS - Required (8.5 min.) Modify | Manage | Copy | Remove

Click on the link bove to to listen to an visual and audio presentation on using the
online homework/tutorial service, ALEKS. You will not be able to register for ALEKS
until after you've viewed this presentation. Click "Mark Reviewed" when you have
finished the presentation. Please contact the instructor if you have any questions.

4 v| ALEKS Course Code Moty | Manags | Copy | Remove
The ALEKS Course Code for this class is QAAXU-QRVK9. Type this code as db (4 )
well as the Access Code you purchased from the bookstore or from

http:/Aweanee. aleks.com to register and begin using ALEKS.

5. Select Adaptive Release from the list of choices.

@ Manage ALEKS Course Code

P Adaptive Release [ 5 )
Create or modity a baste Adaptive Release rule.

P Adaptive Release: Advanced
Create or modify advanced Adaptive Release rules, Use this feature when creating multiple
rules.

P Review Status
Enable or disable review for this item.
Current Status: Disabled

P Adaptive Release and Review Status: User Proqress
YWiew availability and review status of this item for all users.

6. Create or modify a basic Adaptive Release rule by filling in specific fields on the page that
appears.

Use Date if you want an item to be released to students only after a certain day and
time. Date-restricted items do not need to be contingent on other items in Blackboard.
Use Membership if you want an item to be available only to certain students or groups
in your course. Users must be specified in a username list or group, separated by
commas

Use Grade if you'd like to release an item only if a student has attempted an item (that
you then grade) or if they’ve scored above or below a certain point value on an item.
Use Review Status if you want to release an item only after a student has selected
“Mark Reviewed” for an item.

Finally, click the Submit button at the bottom of the page.
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) hitp: Mwilmu. blackboard.com - Course Ma... g@@|

For the example used in this tutorial, a Review Status rule
was created by clicking Browse in the Review Status field,
navigating to the item in the pop-up Course Map that

appeared (see image, right), and then Submit was clicked | o0 w2 [ wimesl ame
(see image, below). e Syllbus

2% Course Overiew
=24 START HERE
i @ Course Introduction
L =9 Activities
@ Online Learner Support Agreement - Regquired
< SC1315 Orientation - Required (3 min.)
@ Using ALEKS - Required (8.5 rmin.)
. < Past Your Introduction
0 REVIEW Stﬂtl.lS - WARK Burvey - Optional db
= Assignments
Instructar Resources

This content itern is visible to all users until 2 Review Status criteria i =% web Resources
enable Review for that itern.

@ Select Content: Spring 2009 Applied

Chemistry (with Lab)

javascript: publishPickedLocation('1233357', 'COURSE_CONTENTS', ...

Selectan item )START HERE/Activities/Using ALEKS - Required (8.5| | Browse...: | [ Clear ]

@ Submit
Click Submit to finish. Click Cancel to quit.

Cancel ) Submit )

7. You should now see notice that your items require some form of Adaptive Release in your
Content Area list. For the example used in this tutorial, we now see Enabled: Review for
the item students must Mark Reviewed and Enabled: Adaptive Release for the item that
will be Adaptively Released.

2 | Using ALEKS - Requin Students will Mark

Enabled: Rewview : o
Click an the link bove to to listen Reviewed for this item on using the

online homewark/utorial service, ACERSTY o0 Wl Aot Be bl tareqister for ALEKS
until after you've viewed this presentation. Click "Mark Heviewed" when you have
finished the presentation. Please contact the instructor if you have any questions.

; ; ;’::H?C“;TE Code This item is now Adaptively
naed, e helease Released

The ALEKS Course Code for this class is ode as

well as the Access Code you purchased from the bookstore or fram
http: e aleks. corn to register and begin using ALEKS.

Create Adaptive Release Rules (Advanced Rules)

If more complex rules are required than those listed under the Adaptive Release option under
Manage (steps 4-6), follow the steps below to create an Advanced Adaptive Release rule.
Advanced rules can make an item contingent on multiple items or events.
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8. To create an Advanced Adaptive Release rule, follow steps 1-3 above, then click on
Adaptive Release: Advance under the list of Manage options.

@ Manage ALEKS Course Code

P Adaptive Release
Create or modify a basic Adaptive Release rule.

P Adaptive Release: Advanced [ 8 :)
Create or modify advanced Adaptiv lease rules. Use this feature when creating multiple rules.

P Review Status
Enahle or disahle review for this item.
Current Status: Disabled

9. Click on the Add Rule button. @ Adaptive Release: Advanced
10.Provide a Rule Name and click 9 r
.Submit. BmRule ™ iy Copy [ Remove

11.Build Advanced Rules by @ Add Rule [10)

selecting any combination of
Date, Membership, Grade,
or Review Status (see step 6 @ Rule Name

for a description of each). Provide a name for this rule
Click on the Submit button
after you specify the criteria. If
you want to delete a criteria, -
click a check mark in the box @ Submit

and you can delete a criterion Click Submit to finish. Click Cancel to quit.
by then clicking on the * Required Field

Remove button. To change

" Rule Name by M e Fiule]

any criterion, click on the Cancel ) Submit )
Modify

button @ Manage Criteria: My New Rule 1)
to the

right of

the [l Date s Membership &Y Grade @ Review Status  Mp Remove
qescrip Create release criteria far this item using the rule types above. Adding criteria to this
tion of rule will narrow the ability of users to view this content item. If the item is unavailable,
the all rules will be ignared. If there are date rules on the item, those dates will narrow any
criteria. date criteria rules set an this page.
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12. As Rule Criteria are added, they will appear in the Manage Criteria view (see example
below). Click OK when finished adding Criteria.

@ Manage Criteria: My New Rule

[ Date  §n Membership £ Grade @ Review Status My Remove

I

] Date Display After Jan 30, 2009 10:55 A Ml:--:llfg.r

[ ] anp Review Status Using ALEKS - Required (8.5 min.) hd o dify

t:p| Select Al v | Go|  Iterms PerPage Go @
oK

13. To delete a Rule Criterion, place a check in the box next to the Criterion and then click the
Remove button.

14. To modify a Rule Criterion, click on the Modify button to the right of the description of the
criteria.

@ Manage Criteria: My New Rule

[ Date @8 Membership i Grade (@ Review Status Mz Remove

_ :
| CriteraType _ eserpin -
[] Date ] raer Jan 30, 2009 10:55 Al Mo dify

i ﬁme_xri_ew Status  Using ALEKS - Required (2.5 min.) |14. Wodify

t\_-p| Select All v | Go|  ltems Per Page Go |

oK )

Checking User Progress on Adaptively Released Items

Blackboard allows instructors to multiple ways to view the Adaptive Release progress for
individuals if a Review criterion is set (for both Basic and Advanced rules).

Checking User Progress via the Performance Dashboard
To check on the Review Status of an item from the Performance Dashboard, enter the Control
Panel and click on Performance Dashboard. A listing of your students and some activity
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statistics will appear. Click on the number under the Review Status column, and a page will
appear listing what items are or are not
viewable to that individual. Test Manager Grade Center

Survey Manager Performance Dashbhoard

Pool Manager Early Warning System
Course Statistics

Performance Dashboard

Use the links provided to view user progress details for each pedformance measurerment.

b Print

- - - - -
Days Since . . a Earhy

Last Course Adaptive | Discussion 2

IEEE st @ e E
Access System
. ; ’ . Jan 20, 20049
Wesalowski Meredith mewesolowski  Student 22717 PM 0 1 @ 3 -

Checking User Progress via User Progress

One of the options under the Manage button for an item (see steps 2-4) is Adaptive Release
and Review Status: User Progress. Click this option to view a listing your students and their
review status for the item you clicked Manage for. An open eye means the student is able to
view the item (and therefore completed the Mark Reviewed step). A closed eye means the
student has not yet reviewed the item that requires review.

@ Manage Using ALEKS - Required (8.5 min.)

P Adaptive Release
Create or modify a basic Adaptive Release rule.

P Adaptive Release: Advanced
Create or modify advanced Adaptive Release rules. Use this feature when creating multiple rules.

P Review Status
Enable or disable review for this item.
Current Status: Enabled

P Adaptive Release and Review Status: User Progress
“iew availability and review status of this item for all uzsers.

@ User Progress

| Lestane Fustlame _Usemime ___CourseRoe vy M oue tevewes

Dec 27, 2008
YWaesolovwski Meredith mewesolowski Student 112737 PM

For more information . . .

Additional support for Blackboard-related tools can be found at http://esupport.wilmu.edu, at
http://www.wilmu.edu/instructionaltech/tutorials.aspx and in the user Manual linked from the
Control Panel in Blackboard.
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