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All Essays Have 3 Major Components

• Introduction

• Body

• Conclusion
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Introduction (2 goals)

1. Establish What the Paper is About

• Write a Thesis Statement

2. Capture the Reader’s Attention

• Make the reader interested

• Do not simply state your thesis

• Show why your perspective is new 

or engaging



Creating a Thesis Statement

Topic
Opinion or 

Viewpoint 

on Topic

Thesis 

Statement

Step 2: You can preview what you will cover in the 
essay (what evidence you will use to support your 
thesis statement)

Step 1: Express your opinion or viewpoint on the topic



Thesis Statement Example

Your topic is: non-fiction literature.

Step 1: Express a viewpoint or opinion on the topic

Non-fiction literature should be studied in all colleges. 

TOPIC VIEWPOINT OR OPINION ON TOPIC



Thesis Statement Example

Step 2: Add a Preview

Non-fiction literature should be studied in all colleges 

because It helps to build reading comprehension, continues 

to become more widely used, and allows for analysis related 

to both literature and rhetoric. 

TOPIC VIEWPOINT OR OPINION ON TOPIC

PREVIEW



Body (3 goals)

1. Provide support for your thesis statement

Evidence, examples, background information if necessary.

2. Write about your thesis, NOT your topic.

Just because information is interesting or related to your 

topic, does not mean that it supports your thesis statement. 

Stay focused. Not everything about non-fiction literature 

would explain why it should be taught at all colleges

3. Do not simply “list,” evidence, explain it.

How or why is your evidence a good example?

How or why is evidence related to your thesis statement? 

Do not simply make a claim. Explain why it is true.



Conclusion 

1. Restate thesis without simply repeating 

your introduction. 

2. Bring about a sense of closure.

3. Resolve any questions you were asking, 

or suggestions you were making.

4. Introduce future implications, changes, 

or predictions if possible.
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Transitions 

1. Create transitions between ideas within paragraphs.

How are they related?

2. Create transitions between paragraphs.

Have you moved to a new piece of evidence? 

Are you providing a second example for a claim?

Have you moved into a new section of your essay?



Last Thing: Show, Don’t Tell
Do not use phrases like:

• This essay will explain

• I will show

• I think that

• The paragraphs below will examine how

The example thesis statement did not need to say: “In this essay I 

will explain why non-fiction literature should be studied in all 

colleges.”

A thesis statement “shows” a reader what an essay will do without 

having to waste words on “telling” or providing an explanation of 

what is happening in the essay.
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