
Page 1 of 2 

Syllabus is sole property of Wilmington University 

WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 
COURSE TITLE: Topics in Criminal Justice: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES 
 
COURSE NUMBER: CRJ 460 
 
I. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS: 
 

GOAL A: 
The student will understand the evolution of American Policing as an institution of social 
control. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
A-1 Understand the early development of policing in pre-industrial Europe, the 

Peelian reform movement and the development of policing in America in the 
19th

A-2 Understand those political, social and economic forces that led to the 
development of present day policing. 

 century. 

A-3 Understand those forces that led to centralization of police services, police 
professionalism and authority as structural core issues in the development of 
public policing and social control. 

 
GOAL B: 
The student will understand the current “state of policing” in the U.S. and the critical 
issues that face police administrators. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
B-1 Understand the current role of the police in the ever changing society and 

those forces that require law enforcement agencies to broaden their delivery 
of services. 

B-2 Understand the concept of quality service and professionalism in today’s law 
enforcement agencies. 

B-3 Understand those dynamics associated with police recruitment, selection, 
training, socialization, promotion and transfer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOAL C: 
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The student will understand the impact that a litigious society has on law enforcement 
and it’s response to vicarious liability. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
C-1 Understand the civil liability associated with negligent hiring practices, 

negligent retention, failure to train, discipline, and supervise. 
C-2 Understand the criminal and civil liability, associated with police pursuits, 

use of force and sexual harassment in the workplace. 
 

GOAL D: 
The student will understand new and current technologies and their impact on law 
enforcement agencies. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
D-1 Understand the use of technologies in crime analysis/mapping initiatives. 
D-2 Understand the use of mobile data terminals and their impact on crime 

analysis and manpower savings. 
D-3 Understand crime analysis as an integral part of management accountability 

and the NYPD COMSTAT process. 
D-4 Understand the use of technology in the use of force continuum, Internal 

Affairs tracking systems, communications and surveillance. 
 

GOAL E: 
The student will understand those forces that lead to and proliferated police crime and 
corruption. 
 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
E-1 Understand the citizen complaint process and the need for internal 

investigation and review. 
E-2 Understand the concept of ethics and the need for continued ethics training in 

policing. 
E-3 Understand the pros and cons of the citizen review process. 
 

GOAL F: 
The student will use appropriate written and oral communication skills. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
F-1 Communication information orally in a logical and grammatical manner. 
F-2 Present written information using standard APA style. 

 
 


