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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 

 

COURSE TITLE: Introduction to SPSS 

 

COURSE NUMBER:  CTA 236 

 

All courses are open to students from all colleges.  Only where a course is preceded by an introduction 

course is there a need to observe a prerequisite.  However, students might benefit from prior knowledge 

on some of the courses, and this is given as the content found in your course catalogue by course code. 

 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: Students will need to purchase an SPSS grad pack download 

from www.studentdiscounts.com (roughly $65) for their personal computer and a membership to LAERD 

statistics https://statistics.laerd.com/ for $5/month.  There is no textbook for this class.  Weekly materials 

can be accessed via blackboard.  

 

I. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS: 
 

The student will be able to: 

 

A. Understand and explain the nature and structure of quantitative data including concepts 

such as variables, levels of measurement, and unit of analysis 

 

B. Build and define quantitative datasets from raw surveys or archival records. 

 

C. Conduct quality control of quantitative data; cleaning, coding, and manipulating raw data 

 

D. Understand and explain basic concepts of data distributions, sampling, inferences, and 

statistical significance. 

 

E. Conduct significance tests, including, but not limited to: 

1.  Descriptive statistics; 

2.  Frequencies; 

3.  T-test; 

4.  ANOVA; 

5.  Chi-Square; 

6.  Correlation; 

7.  Regression, and more. 

 

F. Communicate data and findings summarily and clearly, orally and in writing.  

 

G. Present data and findings in tables created with SPSS and other word processing 

programs 

 

H. Discuss statistical findings in accordance with proper, accurate, and meaningful methods  

http://www.studentdiscounts.com/
https://statistics.laerd.com/
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II. CLASS PARTICIPATION: 

 

Students are expected to attend class and participate actively and in a positive way. Questions and 

relevant observations are encouraged and enrich the experience of the entire class. 

 

Computers in the classrooms are intended to be used as tools to enhance the students' learning 

experience. Instant messaging, gaming, emailing, and surfing the web are distractions to the 

student, the surrounding students, and the instructor and constitute inappropriate behavior. 

Students are ethically obliged to avoid these and similar practices. 
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