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Course Title: Methods for Teaching K-2 
 
Course Description: This course provides teacher candidates with a look at using 
standards, curriculum tools, developmentally appropriate teaching strategies, and 
assessment data to plan for and support optimal student learning.  Environmental 
factors that influence learning will also be explored.  Students will consider best 
practices, as well as, develop an instructional toolbox to prepare them to teach 
children in kindergarten and the primary grades.   Strategies specific to each of the 
content areas, as well as ways to integrate learning experiences across content areas 
and various approaches to meeting diverse needs of swill be addressed. 
 
 

College Education Program Attributes 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight 
essential attributes: 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on 

deconstructing past experiences as learners in coursework and field 
experiences and developing appropriate knowledge of the content and 
discourse of the disciplines to be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e, providing structured opportunities for 

critical reflection on and taking action in one’s daily work; 
5. enabling authentic participation, collegiality and collaboration; 
6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous 

improvement, experimentation, and professional growth; 
7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology 

 
 
 

Course Objectives 
Standard 1: Learner Development 
 
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns 
of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, 
linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements 
developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences. 



Standard 3 – Learning Environment 
 
The teacher works with others to create environments that support individual and 
collaborative learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active engagement in 
learning, and self-motivation. 

Standard 7 – Planning for Instruction 
 
The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous 
learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-
disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the 
community context. 
 
Learning Topics: 
Plan instruction to 
promote learning across 
content areas 

Integrate standards, 
curriculum tools, and 
best practice to promote 
student engagement and 
learning  

Using assessment to 
guide instruction and 
intervention to meet the 
needs of all learners.  

Consider the impact 
environment and 
relationships have on 
learning   

Access and use standards 
and appropriate teaching 
strategies  
 

SEA: Integrated Unit  SEA: Integrated Unit Written Response: 
Teaching of 
Understanding  

Discussion: Holistic 
Approach  

CCSS- debate 

Discussion Boards Lesson Analysis  Universal Design for 
Learning Module  

Environmental Plan  Instructional Toolbox 

Written Assignment: 
Inquiry-Based Learning  

 Discussion: Differentiation    

  PALS Learning Module    

 
 
Assignment Descriptions: 
 
Structured External Assignment:  Students will select a grade level and topic of 
choice in order to develop an integrated unit.  The unit must include goals and 
objectives, four detailed lesson plans with cross-curricular connections and 
instructional strategies the reflect knowledge of best practice, assessment methods, 
and strategies to support children with varying abilities. 
 
Written Responses:  Students will reflect on weekly topics and use APA format to 
cite resources as support.  
 
Discussion Boards:  Each week discussion board assignments provide students 
with the opportunity to apply content while interacting with classmates.  Students 
are expected to reference course materials while engaging in a thoughtful discussion 
with classmates on the topics provided. 
  



Creating a learner-centered classroom environment- Describe your ideal 
classroom setting that promotes optimal learning.  Consider room design and 
provide a graphic representation.  Write a detailed description of the kinds of 
learning opportunities that will have the greatest impact on student learning.  
 
Lesson Analysis and Reflection- Students will view several video clips and select 
one for further analysis and reflection.  This assignment requires students describe 
the classroom setting, instructional strategies observed, and anecdotal 
notes/observations of student learning.  Students will reflect on what when well and 
necessary modifications, as well as plan for next steps. 
 
Instructional Toolbox- This cumulative assignment requires students to list and 
describe/summarize instructional strategies covered throughout the course as well 
as ideal opportunities for application. 
 
 
Structured External Assignment:  Students will select a grade level and topic of 
choice in order to develop an integrated unit.  The unit must include goals and 
objectives, four detailed lesson plans with cross-curricular connections and 
instructional strategies the reflect knowledge of best practice, assessment methods, 
and strategies to support children with varying abilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Unsatisfactory 

 

 
Basic 

 

 
Proficient 

 

 
Distinguished 

 
Integrated Unit Lesson plans are 

incomplete or do not 
reflect strategies covered 
throughout the course.  
Alternate lesson plan 
format used, does not 
contain required 
components. 

Required lesson plan 
format used. Fewer than 
five lesson plans are 
included or lesson plans 
may be incomplete and 
do not reflect suggested 
revisions.  

Five lesson plans are 
included.  All lessons may 
not reflect prior 
feedback.  Unit planning 
represents meaningful 
integration of content. 

Five edited lesson plans 
are included.  Planning 
reflects thoughtful 
application of course 
content including 
effective curriculum 
integration and 
developmentally 
appropriate activities. 

Reflection Reflection is not included 
or is extremely limited.  

Limited reflection is 
offered.  May include 
superficial explanation of 
lessons learned, 
challenges, and 
application.  

Thoughtful reflection is 
offered, including a 
complete explanation of 
lessons learned, 
challenges, and 
application.  Cross 
curricular connections 
are emphasized.  

Thoughtful perspective of 
experience creating unit is 
offered. Reflection is 
insightful and well 
supported. Reflection 
reveals a clear 
understanding of course 
content regarding high 
quality instructional 
strategies and the value of 
cross-curricular 
connections.  

 
Presentation  Unorganized 

presentation, no 
compelling argument 
in favor of an 
integrated model of 
instruction.  

Presentation is basic, 
content may be limited.  
Limited support for a 
integrated model of 
instruction 

Well-constructed 
presentation with 
Content presented is 
complete and 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
applying instructional 
strategies and making 
appropriate cross-

Highly skilled presentation, 
complete with all 
assignment requirements. 
Thoughtful explanation of 
research regarding value of 
an integrated curriculum, as 
well as personal experience 
shared.  Detailed 
explanation of how to 
approach an integrated unit 
is offered.  All relevant 



 
 
 
 
 
 

curricular connections.  
Research-based 
support for integrated 
instruction. 

information necessary to 
communicate a full 
understanding of the topic 
is included.  

Feedback and  
Self Reflection 

Incomplete feedback 
and/or self-reflection 
portion of the 
assignment. 

Feedback and reflection 
are superficial and does 
not contain thoughtful 

Feedback is thoughtful 
but may be limited.  Self-
reflection is thoughtful 
and on target. 

Feedback provided is 
thoughtful and 
constructive.  Self-
reflection is meaningful 
and thorough, addressing 
all aspects of the outlined 
in the rubric. 

Writing Style  Errors are noted in 
grammar and/or spelling 
throughout with a limited 
ability to convey ideas.   
The writing was 
unorganized, unclear, 
long winded, and/or did 
not flow in a logical 
sequence. 

Several errors are noted 
in spelling and/or 
grammar. The writing 
was unorganized at 
times, and was somewhat 
clear, concise, and flowed 
in a logical sequence.  
 
  

Minor errors in spelling 
and/or grammar but do 
not impede ability to 
convey ideas.  The 
writing was well 
organized, and for the 
most part was clear, 
concise, and flowed in a 
logical sequence.  
 
 

Writing is free from 
spelling and grammar 
errors.   The writing was 
well organized, clear, 
concise, and flowed in a 
logical sequence 
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