
Wilmington University 
College of Education 

Course Syllabus 
 
Course Number: ECE 217 
 
Course Title: Family, Community, and School Partnerships 
 
Office Hours/Method of Contact: 
 
Course Description: 
This course emphasizes the importance of families in the education of young children through 
relevant strategies that acknowledge the structure and development of the family.  The 
relationship of the family to educational programming and other service delivery systems is 
studied and techniques for building partnerships are explored.   
 
Minimum Time Requirements (in clock hours):  

Teacher Led Instruction SEA Fieldwork/Clinical Lab External 
Learning 

35 5 0 0 0 
 

College Education Program Attributes 
 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight essential 
attributes: 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on deconstructing 

past experiences as learners in coursework and field experiences and 
developing appropriate knowledge of the content and discourse of the 
disciplines to be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e, providing structured opportunities for 

critical reflection on and taking action in one’s daily work; 
5. enabling authentic participation, collegiality and collaboration; 
6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous 

improvement, experimentation, and professional growth; 
7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology 

 
 
College of Education Conceptual Framework 
 

https://www.wilmu.edu/education/clinicalstudies/conceptframework.aspx


Specialized Professional Association Standards – NAEYC Initial and Advanced Early Childhood 
Professional Preparation Programs 
 
Technology Standards – International Society for Technology Education 
 
Wilmington University Undergraduate Graduation Competencies 
 

Course Objectives 
Standard 1: Promoting Child Development 
 
Candidates prepared in early childhood degree programs are grounded in a child 
development knowledge base. They use their understanding of young children’s 
characteristics and needs, and of multiple interacting influences on children’s 
development and learning, to create environments that are healthy, respectful, 
supportive, and challenging for each child. 
 
Standard 2: Building Family and Community Relationships 
 
Candidates prepared in early childhood degree programs understand that successful 
early childhood education depends upon partnerships with children’s families and 
communities. They know about, understand, and value the importance and complex 
characteristics of children’s families and communities. They use this understanding to 
create respectful, reciprocal relationships that support and empower families, and to 
involve all families in their children’s development and learning. 
 
Standard 6:  Becoming a Professional 
  
Candidates prepared in early childhood degree programs identify and conduct 
themselves as members of the early childhood profession. They know and use ethical 
guidelines and other professional standards related to early childhood practice. They 
are continuous, collaborative learners who demonstrate knowledgeable, reflective 
and critical perspectives on their work, making informed decisions that integrate 
knowledge from a variety of sources. They are informed advocates for sound 
educational practices and policies. 
 

 
Learning Outcome 1 – Promoting Child Development (NAEYC 1a, 1b, 1c) 

● The candidate knows and understands young children’s characteristics and needs from 
birth through age 8 (1a). 

● The candidate knows and understands the multiple influences on early development 
and learning (1b).  

● The candidate uses developmental knowledge to create healthy, respectful, supportive, 
and challenging learning environments for children (1c). 

 

https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/accreditation/higher-ed/naeyc-higher-ed-accreditation-standards.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/accreditation/higher-ed/naeyc-higher-ed-accreditation-standards.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-educators
https://www.wilmu.edu/academics/competencies.aspx#undergraduate


Learning Outcome 2 – Building Family and Community Relationships (NAEYC 2a, 2b, 2c) 
 

● The candidate is able to recognize and understand the diversity of families and 
community characteristics (2a). 

● The candidate understands the importance of working with families and communities 
for healthy development and learning in young children (2b).  

● The candidate is able to engage with families and communities in order to create a 
learning environment that promotes health and safety (2c). 

 
Learning Outcome 3 – Becoming a Professional (NAEYC 6a, 6b, 6c, 6d, 6e) 

● The candidate identifies with and gets involved with the early childhood field (6a) 
● The candidate knows about and upholds ethical standards and other early childhood 

professional guidelines (6b) 
● The candidate engages in continuous, collaborative learning to inform practice; using 

technology effectively with young children, with peers, and as a professional resource 
(6c). 

● The candidate integrates knowledgeable, reflective, and critical perspectives on early 
education (6d) 

● The candidate engages in informed advocacy for young children and the early childhood 
Profession (6e) 

 
Structured External Assignment 
 
Throughout your course, you have been working to complete your own case study analysis of a 
family and their unique educational needs for their young learner.  For the Structured External 
Assignment for this course, you will complete a 3 part reflection that builds on the work you 
have done with this family, and offers strategic reflection to put this family in a context of their 
community and allow you to show your ability to advocate for developmentally appropriate 
practice for their learner and fully engage with the larger professional society of Early 
Childhood professionals. 
 
Section 1 – Building Family and Community Relationships 
-Description of the community in which the family resides.  Conduct research on 
www.censusreporter.org on the demographics of the town in which the family resides.  Please 
include 

 -Town name 
 -Demographic data 
 -Population 
 -Median age 
 -Median household income 
 -Percent of individuals below poverty line 

-Median Home Value 
 -Home Ownership Rate 
 -Educational attainment 

http://www.censusreporter.org/


-Reflect on the various types of diversity within the community. In what ways does the family 
reflect their community. In what ways are they different? (NAEYC 2) 
 
-Offer a discussion as how you as a teacher can support and engage families from this 
community by developing respectful and reciprocal relationships (NAEYC 2). 
 
-Describe practical strategies that a teacher can use to involve both families and communities in 
young children’s development and learning (NAEYC 2). 
 
Section 2 – Promoting Child Development  
- First, summarize the characteristics and needs of young learners for each developmental age 
range (Birth-3, 3-5, 5-8) (NAEYC 1). Summaries should address social, physical, emotional, and 
cognitive characteristics and needs.   
 
-Next provide a narrative of the practical things that you will do in your classroom that will 
create a healthy, respective, supportive and challenging learning environment for young 
children that is developmentally appropriate. This narrative will synthesize the major 
developmental milestone and the importance of the multiple influences on early learning. 
(NAEYC 1) 
 
Section 3 – Becoming a Professional 
First, go to the National Association of the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) website.  
Familiarize yourself with their Review the NAEYC publication Code of Ethical Conduct and 
Statement of Commitment. Focus your reading on the Preamble, Core Values, section 1 – 
Ethical Responsibilities to Children, and section 2 – Ethical Responsibilities to Families.    
 
-Provide a summary of the mission of NAEYC. What is it? Why does this organization exist 
(NAEYC 6) 
-After reading Code of Ethical Conduct and Statement of Commitment, provide a narrative of 
your point of view discussing the importance of engaging in both advocacy and continuous, 
collaborative learning especially considering the role that technology can play in engaging 
families and communities in the learning experience (NAEYC 6) 
 
Section 4 – Bringing it Together/Application 
Decide how you are going to communicate your recommendations to the family that you 
interviewed. You may choose any presentation format that you feel best matches the family. 
This could include brochures, handouts, posters, audio and/or video presentations, slideshows, 
materials/manipulatives/resources/examples, etc. Submit this along with your final reflection. 
(NAEYC 1,2,6) 
 

https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/position-statements/Ethics%20Position%20Statement2011_09202013update.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/position-statements/Ethics%20Position%20Statement2011_09202013update.pdf


Standards Alignment 

Proficiency-Level Performance Indicators 

Novice Emerging Proficient  
(Target) Advanced Performance 

Promoting Child 
Development 
 
Candidates prepared in 
early childhood degree 
programs are grounded 
in a child development 
knowledge base. They 
use their understanding 
of young children’s 
characteristics and 
needs, and of multiple 
interacting influences 
on children’s 
development and 
learning, to create 
environments that are 
healthy, respectful, 
supportive, and 
challenging for each 
child. 

NAEYC  1 
CEC 1,5 
CEC-ECSE 5 
CAEP  1 
DPAS II 1,2 

Candidates    
 
● access a limited 

amount of information 
about young 
children’s 
characteristics and 
needs from birth-age 
8. 

 
● discuss social and 

cognitive 
characteristics 

 
● provides a narrative 

that offers strategies 
to create 
developmentally 
appropriate learning 
environments 

 
● identify information 

about the multiple, 
interrelated areas of 
children’s 
development, but the 
content demonstrates 
a lack of personal 
knowledge of the 
information  

Candidates    
 
● access and describe 

a limited amount of 
information about 
young children’s 
characteristics and 
needs from birth-age 
8. 

 
● discuss social, 

physical, emotional, 
and cognitive 
characteristics 

 
● provides a narrative 

that relates 
strategies to create 
developmentally 
appropriate learning 
environments 

 
● identify and describe   

the multiple, 
interrelated areas of 
children’s 
development and 
articulate how those 
influences interact to 
affect development. 
Candidate is clearly 
acquiring knowledge 
of the subject, but 
still lacks full control 
of the content 

Candidates    
 
● access and apply 

information about 
young children’s 
characteristics and 
needs from birth-age 
8.  

 
● discuss social, 

physical, emotional, 
and cognitive 
characteristics 

 
● provides a narrative 

and discussion that 
relates practical 
ways to create a 
developmentally 
appropriate learning 
environment that is 
healthy, respectful, 
supportive and 
challenging for 
young children. 

 
● recognize  and 

interpret  the 
multiple, interrelated 
areas of children’s 
development and 
support this with 
current research. 
Candidates are able 
to clearly describe 
the influence that 

Candidates   
 
● fully understand 

young children’s 
characteristics and 
needs from birth-age 
8 and are able to 
skillfully apply this 
knowledge to relevant 
classroom activities 
and lessons. 

 
● discuss and apply 

social, physical, 
emotional, and 
cognitive 
characteristics 

 
● provides a rich, highly 

practical  narrative 
and discussion of 
how to create a 
developmentally 
appropriate learning 
environment that is 
healthy, respectful, 
supportive and 
challenging for young 
children.  

 
● recognize and 

interpret  the multiple, 
interrelated areas of 
children’s 
development and 
support this with 



diverse cultural and 
linguistic contexts 
have on child 
development. 

current research. 
These areas will 
include diverse 
cultural and linguistic 
contexts, children’s 
close relationships 
with peers and adults, 
economic conditions, 
health status and 
disabilities, children’s 
individual 
developmental 
variations and 
learning styles, 
opportunities to play 
and learn, technology 
and the media, and 
family and community 
characteristic 

Building Family and 
Community 
Relationships 
 
Candidates prepared in 
early childhood degree 
programs understand 
that successful early 
childhood education 
depends upon 
partnerships with 
children’s families and 
communities. They 
know about, 
understand, and value 
the importance and 
complex characteristics 
of children’s families 
and communities. They 
use this understanding 
to create respectful, 
reciprocal relationships 
that support and 

NAEYC 2 
CEC  
CEC-ECSE  
CAEP  
DPAS II 4 

Candidates   
 
● attempt to identify 

the diverse family 
and community 
characteristics, but 
lack the ability to 
understand why 
these characteristics 
are important to the 
classroom. 

 
● recognize the 

importance of 
partnerships with 
families and 
communities 

Candidates   
 
● are able to identify 

elements that are 
essential to diverse 
family and 
community 
characteristics 
including but not 
limited to socio-
economic diversity, 
ethnicities, education 
levels 

 
● recognize and 

understand the 
importance of 
partnerships with 
families and 
communities  

Candidates 
 
● are able to identify 

elements that are 
essential to diverse 
family and 
community  
characteristics 
including socio-
economic diversity, 
ethnicities, education 
levels. The 
candidate also can 
explain the 
importance that 
diversity in family 
and community will 
play in the 
classroom 

 
● understand and 

design resources 
that emphasize the 

Candidates  
 
● fully understand the 

diverse family and 
community 
characteristics 
including but not 
limited to socio-
economic diversity, 
ethnicities, education 
levels. The 
candidate can also 
explain the 
importance that 
diversity in family 
and community will 
play in the 
classroom and this is 
clearly reflected in 
the activity. 

 
● design and 

implement resources 



empower families, and 
to involve all families in 
their children’s 
development and 
learning. 

fact that successful 
early childhood 
education depends 
upon reciprocal and 
respectful 
partnerships with 
families and 
communities and 
that these 
partnerships have 
complex and diverse 
characteristics  

that build respectful 
and reciprocal 
partnerships with 
children’s families 
and communities. 
The candidate 
understands that 
these partnerships 
have complex and 
diverse 
characteristics. 

 Becoming a 
Professional 
 
Candidates prepared in 
early childhood degree 
programs identify and 
conduct themselves as 
members of the early 
childhood profession. 
They know and use 
ethical guidelines and 
other professional 
standards related to 
early childhood 
practice. They are 
continuous, 
collaborative learners 
who demonstrate 
knowledgeable, 
reflective and critical 
perspectives on their 
work, making informed 
decisions that integrate 
knowledge from a 
variety of sources. 
They are informed 
advocates for sound 
educational practices 
and policies.  

NAEYC 6 
CEC 6,7 
CEC-ECSE 
CAEP  
DPAS II 4 

Candidate 
 
● makes no effort to 

engage with NAEYC 
 
● demonstrates no 

ability to uphold the 
ethical standards of 
the field. The 
candidate has no 
understanding of the 
NAEYC Code of 
Ethical conduct 

 
● does not know how 

to  engage in 
collaborative 
learning 

Candidate 
 
● is attempting to 

engage NAEYC  
 
● understands that 

ethical standards 
need to be upheld 
within the field, 
though the candidate 
may not know how 
or where to access 
the NAEYC Code of 
Ethical conduct. This 
lack of 
understanding is 
reflected in the 
candidate’s work 

 
● makes attempts at 

continuous, 
collaborative 
learning but may 
lack the knowledge 
or resources to do 
this effectively 

Candidate 
 
● has engaged with 

NAEYC 
 
● is able to access and 

implement the 
NAEYC Code of 
Ethical conduct and 
can successfully 
implement the 
importance of these 
ethical standards in 
all related work 

 
● demonstrates a 

continued interest in 
continuous and 
collaborative 
learning 

Candidate 
 
● is fully and actively 

engaged with other 
NAEYC. 

 
● is able to access and 

implement the 
NAEYC Code of 
Ethical conduct.  The 
candidate’s 
complete 
understanding of this 
code of conduct is 
skillfully integrated in 
all related work and 
consistently ensures 
equitable treatment 
and practice of all 
students  

 
● demonstrates an 

astute ability to be 
continuous and 
collaborative 
learners 



Resources 
 

Textbooks/Manuals 
Berger, E.H. & Riojas-Cortez, M.R. (2016). Parents as partners in education: Families and schools 

working together (8th ed.). Pearson. 
 
The Head Start Parent, Family, and Community Engagement Framework. 
 
Articles 
Phillips, T.M. (2012). The influence of family structure vs. family climate on adolescent well-

being. Child Adolescent Social Work Journal, 29, 103-110. 
 
Mistry, R.S. et al. (2010). Family and social risk, and parental investments during the early 

childhood years as predictors of low-income children’s school readiness outcomes. Early 
Childhood Research Quarterly, 25, 432-449. 

 
Fraser, A.S. (1989). The changing American family: Dramatic changes in the shape of U.S. 

families have left us with old policies in a world of new realities. Caring for Families, 13. 
 
Little, P.M. (1998). Family resource centers: Where school readiness happens. Early Childhood 

Digests, October. Retrieved from: http://www.hfrp.org/early-childhood-
education/publications-resources/family-resource-centers-where-school-readiness-
happens  

 
Tisch, R., Dohse, D., & Sibley, L. (2005). Young children of substance users: The case for alcohol 

and other drug education, The Source: Newsletter of the National Abandoned Infants 
Assistance Resource Center, 14 (1). 

 
Harvard Family Research Project (2006). Family involvement in early childhood education. 

Family Involvement Makes a Difference, 1. 
 
Lewis, H. (2009). Stories about place: Community mapping is a powerful tool for environmental 

education. Our Schools/Our Selves, Fall. 
 
Rothstein, R. (2008). Whose problem is poverty? Educational Leadership, 65 (7). 
 
Caspe, M., Lopez, M.E., & Chattrabhuti, C. (2015). Four important things to know about the 

transition to school. Harvard Family Research Project, March. 
 
Rosenberg, H. (2012). Creating conditions for effective and ongoing family engagement. FINE 

Newsletter, 4(3). 
 
Websites/Multimedia 
Funds of knowledge: http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/939  

http://www.hfrp.org/early-childhood-education/publications-resources/family-resource-centers-where-school-readiness-happens
http://www.hfrp.org/early-childhood-education/publications-resources/family-resource-centers-where-school-readiness-happens
http://www.hfrp.org/early-childhood-education/publications-resources/family-resource-centers-where-school-readiness-happens
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/939


 
NAEYC for Families: http://families.naeyc.org/  
 
Family Development Theory: https://parenteducation.unt.edu/online-learning/family-

development-theory  
 
Outlines of child study online book: 

https://archive.org/stream/outlinesofchids00chil#page/230/mode/2up  
 
Child Welfare Information Gateway: 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/promoting/child-wellbeing/ 
 
Because I am a Girl YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/BecauseIamaGirlCAN 
 
UNICEF Child Protection from violence, exploitation and abuse: 

http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_58015.html#Ghana 
 
Delaware Stars for Early Success: www.delawarestars.udel.edu 
 
Family Strengthening Policy Center: 

http://www.nassembly.org/FSPC/documents/PolicyBriefs/Brief3.pdf 
 
National Fatherhood Initiative: http://www.fatherhood.org/why-fatherhood-matters 
 
Engaging Diverse Families Project: https://www.naeyc.org/ecp/trainings/edf 
 
Sharna Olfman Video on Family Support Systems: 

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xgj04g_sharna-olfman-on-family-support-systems-
in-the-u-s_news 

 
Harvard Family Research Project Webinar: 

https://hgse.adobeconnect.com/_a1081041235/p1l42o0f5vx/?launcher=false&fcsConte
nt=true&pbMode=normal  

 
Common Sense Media: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cyberbullying/age/preschoolers 
 
The State of Obesity in Delaware: http://stateofobesity.org/states/de/ 
 
U.S. Department of Education - The Education for Healthy Students Initiative: 

http://www2.ed.gov/news/av/video/2009/appleton.html 
 
Stewards of Children – Child Sexual Abuse Prevention: 

http://www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6243681/k.86C/Child_Sexual_Abuse_Preven
tion_Training.htm  

http://families.naeyc.org/
https://parenteducation.unt.edu/online-learning/family-development-theory
https://parenteducation.unt.edu/online-learning/family-development-theory
https://archive.org/stream/outlinesofchids00chil#page/230/mode/2up
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/promoting/child-wellbeing/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BecauseIamaGirlCAN
http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_58015.html#Ghana
http://www.delawarestars.udel.edu/
http://www.nassembly.org/FSPC/documents/PolicyBriefs/Brief3.pdf
http://www.fatherhood.org/why-fatherhood-matters
https://www.naeyc.org/ecp/trainings/edf
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xgj04g_sharna-olfman-on-family-support-systems-in-the-u-s_news
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xgj04g_sharna-olfman-on-family-support-systems-in-the-u-s_news
https://hgse.adobeconnect.com/_a1081041235/p1l42o0f5vx/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal
https://hgse.adobeconnect.com/_a1081041235/p1l42o0f5vx/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cyberbullying/age/preschoolers
http://stateofobesity.org/states/de/
http://www2.ed.gov/news/av/video/2009/appleton.html
http://www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6243681/k.86C/Child_Sexual_Abuse_Prevention_Training.htm
http://www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6243681/k.86C/Child_Sexual_Abuse_Prevention_Training.htm


 
TED Talk – Every kid needs a champion: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion?language=en 
 
State of Delaware – Department of Services for Children, Youth, and their Families: 

http://kids.delaware.gov/fs/fs_iseethesigns.shtml 
 
Delaware Early Learning Guidelines: http://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/587 
 
Spotlight on Poverty – Delaware: http://www.spotlightonpoverty.org/map-

detail.aspx?state=Delaware  
 
State of Delaware – Division of Social Services: http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dss/tanf.html  
 
Teacher Voices Worksheet: 

http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_voices.pdf  

https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion?language=en
http://kids.delaware.gov/fs/fs_iseethesigns.shtml
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/587
http://www.spotlightonpoverty.org/map-detail.aspx?state=Delaware
http://www.spotlightonpoverty.org/map-detail.aspx?state=Delaware
http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dss/tanf.html
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_voices.pdf

