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Course Description:  
The National Association for the Education of Young Children asserts that the 
integration of the arts into curriculum and instruction in Early Education will boost 
candidate development and learning in subjects other than the arts (NAEYC, 2019). This 
course will teach candidates to understand the theoretical background of the 
importance of the arts in Early Childhood Education and the role that cognitive 
development has in play-based learning. Additionally, candidates will learn how to 
integrate the arts to teach Language, Math, and Sciences. Lastly, candidates will learn 
how to incorporate the arts with developmentally appropriate technology. 
 
Minimum Time Requirements (in clock hours):  

Teacher Led Instruction SEA Fieldwork/Clinical Lab External Learning 
35 5 0 0 0 

 
	

College Education Program Attributes 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight essential 
attributes: 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on deconstructing 

past experiences as learners in coursework and field experiences and 
developing appropriate knowledge of the content and discourse of the 
disciplines to be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e, providing structured opportunities for 

critical reflection on and taking action in one’s daily work; 
5. enabling authentic participation, collegiality and collaboration; 
6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous 

improvement, experimentation, and professional growth; 
7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology 

 
 



College of Education Conceptual Framework 
 
Specialized Professional Association Standards – NAEYC Initial and Advanced Early 
Childhood Professional Preparation Programs 
 
Technology Standards – International Society for Technology Education 
 
Wilmington University Undergraduate Graduation Competencies 
	
	

Course Objectives 
Standard 1: Promoting Child Development 
 
Candidates prepared in early childhood degree programs are grounded in a child development 
knowledge base. They use their understanding of young children’s characteristics and needs, and of 
multiple interacting influences on children’s development and learning, to create environments that 
are healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging for each child. 
Standard 4: Using Developmentally Effective Approaches 
 
Candidates prepared in early childhood degree programs understand that teaching and learning with 
young children is a complex enterprise, and its details vary depending on children’s ages, 
characteristics, and the settings within which teaching and learning occur. They understand and use 
positive relationships and supportive interactions as the foundation for their work with young 
children and families. Candidates know, understand, and use a wide array of developmentally 
appropriate approaches, instructional strategies, and tools to connect with children and families and 
positively influence each child’s development and learning. 
Standard 5: Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum 
 
Candidates prepared in early childhood degree programs use their knowledge of academic disciplines 
to design, implement, and evaluate experiences that promote positive development and learning for 
each and every young child. Candidates understand the importance of developmental domains and 
academic (or content) disciplines in early childhood curriculum. They know the essential concepts, 
inquiry tools, and structure of content areas, including academic subjects, and can identify resources 
to deepen their understanding. Candidates use their own knowledge and other resources to design, 
implement, and evaluate meaningful, challenging curriculum that promotes comprehensive 
developmental and learning outcomes for every young child. 

	
Learning Outcome #1 – Promoting Child Development (NAEYC 1a, 1b) 

• The candidate knows and understands young children’s characteristics and 
needs from birth through age 8 (1a). 

• The candidate knows and understands the multiple influences on early 
development and learning (1b).  
 



Learning Outcome #2 – Using Developmentally Effective Approaches (NAEYC 4a, 4b, 
4c) 

● The candidate understands positive relationships and supportive interactions as 
the foundation of their work with young children (4a). 

● The candidate knows and understands effective strategies and tools for early 
education, including appropriate uses of technology (4b). 

● The candidate uses a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate teaching 
/learning approaches (4c). 

 
Learning Outcome #3 – Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum 
(NAEYC 5a, 5b) 

● The candidate knows content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines: 
language and literacy; the arts – music, creative movement, dance, drama, visual 
arts; mathematics; science, physical activity, physical education, health and 
safety; and social studies (5a). 

● The candidate knows and uses the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures 
of content areas or academic disciplines (5b). 

	
Assignment Descriptions: 
Discussion Boards:  Discussion board assignments provide students with the 
opportunity to apply content while interacting with classmates.  Students are expected 
to reference course materials while engaging in a thoughtful discussion with classmates 
on the topics provided. 
 
Written Responses:  Students will reflect on weekly topics through K/W/L charts and 
weekly activity plans; students will use APA format to cite resources as support.  
 
Quizzes: Students will take quizzes throughout this course as a tool to measure 
formative learning and prepare for the PRAXIS.   
 
Structured External Assignment 
  
Directions:  Complete and submit an age-appropriate activity plan, revise after review, 
and post in the Week 7 Discussion Board 
	
*Rubric must be adjusted to match NAEYC Standards 
	

Scoring 
Elements  
(50 pts. 
possible in 
each element) 

Unsatisfactory 
1-10 

Emerging 
11-20 

Basic 
21-30 

Proficient 
31-04 

Distinguished 
41-50 

Understanding 
of major 
elements of 

The candidate 
did not submit 
an activity 

The candidate 
submitted an 
activity plan for 

The candidate 
submitted an 
activity plan for 

The candidate 
submitted an 
activity plan for 

The candidate 
submitted an 
activity plan for 



instructional 
planning for 
the 
integration of 
the arts in 
early 
childhood 
education. 

plan for an 
arts activity. 

integrating the 
arts with one or 
more of the 
following 
missing: Room 
arrangement  
design; Activity 
plan; Summary  
of procedures; 
Differentiation; 
Family 
engagement 

numeracy with 
all requirements 
included: Room 
arrangement  
design; Activity 
plan; Summary 
of Procedures; 
Differentiation; 
Family 
engagement 

numeracy with 
all requirements 
that included 
age appropriate 
activities: Room 
arrangement 
design; Activity 
plan; Summary 
of procedures; 
Differentiation; 
Family 
engagement 

numeracy with 
all requirements 
that was age 
appropriate and 
included 
differentiated 
activities to 
meet varying 
needs of 
children: Room 
arrangement  
design; Activity 
plan; Summary 
of procedures; 
Differentiation; 
Family 
engagement 

Demonstrated 
knowledge of 
effective 
instructional 
planning for  
the 
integration of 
the arts for 
young 
children. 

The candidate 
was unable to 
describe 
major 
principles of 
age 
appropriate 
arts  activities 
for young 
children. 

The candidate 
was able to 
describe one of 
the major 
principles of age 
appropriate arts  
activities for 
young children. 

The candidate 
was able to 
describe the  
major principles 
of age 
appropriate arts 
activities for 
young children. 

The candidate 
was able to 
describe major 
principles of age 
appropriate arts 
activities for 
young children 
by providing 
examples of 
applications with 
young children. 

The candidate 
was able to 
describe major 
principles of age 
appropriate arts  
activities for 
young children 
by providing 
examples of 
applications with 
young children to 
meet differing 
needs and 
abilities. 

Understanding 
of how to 
connect 
children’s 
experiences 
with planning 
arts activities.  

The candidate 
did not 
provide 
examples 
demonstrating 
an 
understanding 
of how to 
make 
connections 
between 
children’s  
experiences 
and the arts. 

The candidate 
provided and 
described one 
specific 
example 
demonstrating 
an 
understanding 
of how to make 
connections 
between 
children’s 
experiences and 
numeracy.  

The candidate 
provided and 
described two 
specific examples 
demonstrating 
an understanding 
of how to make 
connections 
between 
children’s  
experiences and 
the arts. 

The candidate 
provided and 
described three 
specific examples 
demonstrating 
an understanding 
of how to make 
connections 
between 
children’s 
experiences and 
the arts.  

The candidate 
provided and 
described four 
specific examples 
demonstrating 
an understanding 
of how to make 
connections 
between 
children’s 
experiences and 
the arts. 
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