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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

COURSE INFORMATION & SCHEDULE 
 
FACULTY MEMBER:  TERM:  
 
COURSE TITLE: Educational Psychology 
 
COURSE NUMBER: EDC 400 Distance Learning 
 
COURSE CREDIT:             3 Credits 

MINIMUM TIME REQUIREMENTS (in clock hours):  

Teacher Led 
Instruction 

SEA Fieldwork/Clinical Lab External 
Learning 

35 5 0 0 70 
 

College of Education Program Attributes 

This course is critical to your training and preparation as a professional educator.  To that 
end, Wilmington University staff will attend to the eight essential attributes as described in 
the College of Education Conceptual Framework.  As a result, you, as candidates, are 
expected to: 

• Master knowledge-based course content; 
• View yourself as a teacher and learner, deconstructing inappropriate past experiences 

as learners in coursework and during field experiences, while developing appropriate 
knowledge of the content and discourse of this discipline; 

• Remain attentive to contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
• Engage in authentic participation, collegiality, and collaboration; 
• Embrace inquiry, analysis and reflection, including critical reflection and taking  

action on one’s daily work; 
• Participate in an ongoing, developmental sequence of learning activities that support 

continuous improvement, experimentation and professional growth; 
• Become involved in learning experiences that are standards driven, and; 
• Utilize technology effectively. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will enable career and technical teachers to make decisions regarding appropriate 
instruction for students they serve. Students will learn the nature and use of measurement tools 
and evaluation in educational settings. This is a dual-listed course for undergraduate and/or 
graduate credit. Additional and differentiated assignments will be required for students taking 
this course at the graduate level. 
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I. COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Explain the general learning and motivational tenets of Behaviorism, Information 
Processing, Social Cognitive, Sociocultural, and Psychosocial Development theories. 

Create lesson plans that utilize Disequilibrium, Zone of Proximal Development, 
Summarization, and Scaffolding theory-based techniques. 

Discuss the impact of family issues and parenting styles on student actions and relate the 
significance of adolescent brain maturity to student behavior issues. 

Describe the relationships between learning styles, IQ, and Multiple Intelligences. 

Define requirements of Federal Statutes regarding student cognitive disabilities and 
intervention/accommodation strategies for students with cognitive disabilities. 

Explain the behavioral learning processes known as Contiguity, Classical Conditioning, 
Operant Conditioning, and Observational Learning. 

Discuss applications of praise, attention, inattention, and the Premack Principle. 

Create declarative knowledge and procedural knowledge lesson plans. 

Describe metacognition, Reads reading strategy, and commonly used learning tactics.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES AND GOALS  

#1 Human Development: Provide learning opportunities that support intellectual social, emotional and 
physical development of students based upon an understanding of childhood development and learning.  

Learning Activities:  

• Describe current trends in children’s socialization experiences.  
 

Student Will:  

• Design a matrix that explains cognitive, language, social and emotional events and milestones for 
school-aged children. 

• Develop a case study on an at-risk student.  
• Learn own learning style by taking learning styles inventory. 
• Examine and discuss in a paper intelligence tests and their validity.  
• Internet research to investigate strategies for exceptional learners.            

  

#2 Written Communication: Write clearly, concisely and appropriately using correct English grammar, 
punctuation, usage, mechanics sentence structure, and vocabulary.   

 Learning Activities:  
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• Explain in a paper several theories of cognitive development and its implications for teachers.  
  

Student Will:  

• Case Study Report  
• Structured External Assignment  

  

 #3.1 Disciplined Inquiry: Utilize quantitative, qualitative and scientific reasoning to solve problems.  

Learning Activities: 

• Design a plan to use to address unwanted classroom behavior. 
• Prepare a plan to modify an individual’s behavior to increase desirable classroom behavior.  

  

Student Will:  

• Design a plan to prevent undesirable classroom behavior.  
• Design a plan to encourage positive classroom behavior. 

 

 
II.  SUPPLEMENTAL OBJECTIVES: NONE 
 
III. METHODOLOGY: 
 

A. Teaching Methods: Online activities include textbook readings, supplemental 
readings, videos, websites, online learning inventory, powerpoints, written 
assessments, and discussion boards.  

 
B. Evaluation Procedures: Weekly Quizzes, Final Exams, Assignments, Journals, 

and Discussion Boards. 
 

IV.  ASSESSMENT RUBRIC FOR STRUCTURED EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

Unsatisfactory:  Interview demonstrates unsatisfactory knowledge of organization of report. Report 
indicates no evidence of research-based information on student development and learning. Web 
examples of deep-processing lesson plans are not included.  Examples of the teaching foundations skills 
are missing. 

                           

Emerging:       Interview details demonstrate emerging knowledge of planning and implementation. 
Information show little evidence of being research-based. 
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Web example of deep-processing of lesson plans is minimal and less than two examples of the 
facilitation of teaching foundational skills are listed. 

                                                                                               

 

Basic:       Interview demonstrates basic details that are complete and appropriate.  Basic research-based 
information is demonstrated on student development and learning. 

Lesson plans on the facilitation of teaching of foundational skills are adequate. 

 

Proficient:        Interview details reflect proficient preparation and high levels of effort.                   There 
is clear evidence that student used research-based material on how knowledge is acquired. Web 
examples of deep-processing lesson plans are complete and it is  obvious that  the student spent extra 
time and effort to make them unique and interesting. 

                         

Distinguished:  Interviews are outstanding.  They include detailed descriptions, the analyses are 
perceptive and the reflections are clear and thought provoking. The Web examples of deep-processing 
lesson plans demonstrate student’s ability to apply examples effectively for their own classroom uses. 
The quality of work is far beyond normal requirements and shows originality of thought and mastery of 
material 
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V. STRUCTURED EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT: 
 

1. Undergraduate Assignment:  Using Web     examples, develop a deep-processing lesson plan.  (GC #2 & 
#3.1) 

 

2. Graduate Assignment:  Using Web examples, develop two deep-processing lesson plans that will 
facilitate the teaching of foundational skills. (GC #2 & # 3.1) 

 

Career and Technical degree candidate will  also present in writing a description of 3 observations, analysis and reflection of  research-based 
evidence of understanding of how knowledge is acquired including a description of the range of human learning including examples of the 
interaction between student development and learning.  The student will cite examples of their use of professional judgment in the ethics 
and legal practices regarding human learning.  (GC #5) 

 

*Structured External Assignment is to be uploaded on to your EDC 100 E-Folio site or MCT6102  under the course EDC 400 or MCT6400. 
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   VI. RUBRIC FOR PROGRAM COMPETENCY: #1 PROGRAM COMPETENCY: Create experiences that make content meaningful to students and 
reflect an understanding of the core concepts and structure of education. 

Scoring Elements           Unsatisfactory                 Emerging                   Basic                           Proficient                       Distinguished 

 

 

 

 

1.1Understanding of 
major concepts, 
principles, and theories 
central to the 
discipline/subject. 

 

Score: _____ 
(Whole #’s only) 

The candidate was able 
to clearly describe and 
give examples of fewer 
than two major 
concepts central to the 
content areas involved 
in the student teaching 
experience.  

The candidate was able 
to clearly describe and 
give examples of two 
major concepts central 
to the content areas 
involved in the student 
teaching experience. 

The candidate was able to 
clearly describe and give 
examples of three major 
concepts central to the 
content areas involved in 
the student teaching 
experience.  

The candidate was able to 
clearly describe and give 
examples of four major 
concepts central to the 
content areas involved in 
the student teaching 
experience.  

The candidate was able to 
clearly describe and give 
examples of five major 
concepts central to the 
content areas involved in 
the student teaching 
experience (i.e.; use of the 
scientific method or of 
process writing in 
composition, etc.). 
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1.2 Understanding of the 
dynamic and nature of 
the discipline content. 

 

Score:_____ 

(Whole #’s only) 

The candidate 
demonstrated little or 
no understanding of the 
dynamic and complex 
nature of the content of 
the subjects taught in 
the student teaching 
experience. 

The candidate 
demonstrated a limited 
level of understanding of 
the dynamic and 
complex nature of the 
content of the subjects 
taught in the student 
teaching experience. 

The candidate 
demonstrated an 
acceptable level of 
understanding of the 
dynamic and complex 
nature of the content of the 
subjects taught in the 
student teaching 
experience. 

The candidate 
demonstrated a high 
quality of understanding 
of the dynamic and 
complex nature of the 
content of the subjects 
taught in the student 
teaching experience. 

The candidate 
demonstrated a superior 
understanding of the 
dynamic and complex 
nature of the content of the 
subjects taught in the 
student teaching 
experience. 

1.3 Understanding of 
processes of inquiry in 
the discipline. 

 

 

Score:_____ 

(Whole #’s only) 

The candidate did not 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
processes of inquiry 
central to the content of 
the subjects taught in 
the student teaching 
experience. 

The candidate 
demonstrated a limited 
level of understanding of 
the processes of inquiry 
central to the content of 
the subjects taught in 
the student teaching 
experience. 

The candidate 
demonstrated an 
acceptable level of 
understanding of the 
processes of inquiry central 
to the content of the 
subjects taught in the 
student teaching 
experience. 

The candidate was skillful 
in demonstrating an 
understanding of the 
processes of inquiry 
central to the content of 
the subjects taught in the 
student teaching 
experience. 

The candidate 
demonstrated a superior 
understanding of the 
processes of inquiry central 
to the content of the 
subjects taught in the 
student teaching 
experience. 

1.4 Understanding of 
relationship of the 
discipline to other 
content areas. 

 

 

Score:_____ 

(Whole #’s only) 

The candidate 
demonstrated an 
inadequate level of 
understanding of the 
relationship of 
knowledge within the 
discipline to other 
content areas and to life 
applications by providing 
less than two examples 
of that relationship. 

The candidate 
demonstrated a limited 
level of understanding of 
the relationship of 
knowledge within the 
discipline to other 
content areas and to life 
applications by providing 
two examples of that 
relationship. 

The candidate 
demonstrated an adequate 
level of understanding of 
the relationship of 
knowledge within the 
discipline to other content 
areas and to life 
applications by providing 
three examples of that 
relationship. 

The candidate 
demonstrated a skillful 
level of understanding of 
the relationship of 
knowledge within the 
discipline to other content 
areas and to life 
applications by providing 
four examples of that 
relationship. 

The candidate 
demonstrated a superior 
level of understanding of 
the relationship of 
knowledge within the 
discipline to other content 
areas and to life 
applications by providing 
five examples of that 
relationship. 
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