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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 

COURSE NUMBER: ESL 6150    
 
COURSE TITLE: Research Writing for Non-Native Speakers 
 
COURSE RATIONALE: Wilmington University’s mission states that programs prepare students for careers, 
improve their competitiveness in the job market, and engage them in lifelong learning.  The ESL program seeks 
to help set a foundation for this mission with international students by teaching them effective communication 
skills in writing and speech while assisting to acclimate them to the academic classroom in the United States.  In 
her book “Techniques and Principles in Language Teaching: Teaching Techniques in English as a Second 
Language”, Diane Larsen-Freeman (2000) states that programs designed for international students not only help 
the students to communicate effectively but  assist in adjusting to the new culture and give confidence for 
reaching their long term educational and career goals. For graduate international students, ESL 6150 will serve 
as a stand-alone course that will address the expectation for research writing at a university level. It will ensure 
that the graduate international students have the opportunity to gain a foundation in research writing as he/she 
prepares to begin their graduate program at WU. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course expands the international student’s writing preparation on previous 
ESL courses to prepare international students for research level writing requirements.  It will focus on 
augmenting research skills, critical reading skills, and advanced writing skills through the preparation of a 
research paper based upon in-depth analysis of scholarly sources. The course will emphasize the proper use and 
formatting of sources according to APA style guidelines.  It will also identify the most common grammatical 
and mechanical errors made by ESL students while providing opportunities to correct these errors through in-
class exercises, homework, and quizzes.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

GOAL A: Demonstrate knowledge of best practices used in scholarly article analysis. 
 

Learning Objectives: The student will: 
 

A-1 Exhibit critical reading and writing skills through an analysis of 4-6 scholarly articles 
using APA formatting. 

A-2 Conduct library research, utilizing journals, books, and other academic sources. 
A-3 Demonstrate academic integrity through proper use of sources, including quoting, 

paraphrasing, and summarizing. 
A-4  Produce an 8-10 page research paper using APA formatting. 

 
GOAL B: Recognize and apply the characteristics of analytical writing. 
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                Learning Objectives: The student will: 
 

B-1         Apply proper grammar and writing mechanics, including subject/verb agreement, 
comma use, articles, tense shift, passive voice, sentence faults, pronoun-antecedent 
agreement, parallel structure, and other common problems. 

B-2         Exhibit organization, unity, coherence, conciseness, and clarity in writing. 
B-3         Utilize instructors’ feedback to make improvements on multi-version  

assignments 
 

GOAL C: Recognize differences in academic culture and apply appropriate strategies to adapt to those 
differences. 
 
 Learning Objectives: The student will: 

C-1 Demonstrate an understanding of the syllabus as an agreement between students and 
faculty, setting forth expectations for students, including those related to attendance, 
submission deadlines, and appropriate classroom behavior  

C-2 Distinguish when and how to seek out assistance with challenges related to the course 

C-3 Recognize the differences between research writing expectations in the United States of 
America versus the student’s home country 


