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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 

 
COURSE TITLE:   Health Policy and Economics 
COURSE NUMBER: HCA 7720 
PRE-REQUISITE(S): None 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course explores the relationship between the general economic environment and 
the health care system. A macroeconomic framework is used to examine issues related 
to the demand and supply for health services, reimbursement rates, and cost controls 
within the health sector. 

MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS:  
GOAL A: 
Identify and explain the impact increasing medical expenditures have on the health care 
system. 

 Learning Objectives: The student will: 

A-1 Identify and describe the major drivers of healthcare costs. 

A-2 Explain the need to control healthcare costs and spending. 

A-3  Analyze the medical market in the U.S. using economic principles 

A-4 Describe the delivery of healthcare in the United States. 

GOAL B: 
Analyze the difference between the U.S. health care system and other national health 
insurance systems. 

Learning Objectives: The student will: 

B-1  Identify and explain various factors used to measure the overall health of 
the population. 

B-2     Construct a comparative analysis of the U.S. healthcare system and other 
countries 

B-3 Identify the main components and issues of the organization, financing 
and delivery of health services and the public health system in the U.S. 

B-4 Explain the role of public policy in the delivery of healthcare.  
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GOAL C: 
Analyze the role that government, employers, radical research and medical education 
play in our health care delivery system 

Learning Objectives: The student will: 

C-1 Analyze the socio-economic impact of special populations such as the 
uninsured and under-insured on healthcare expenditures, healthcare 
payments and third-party payments.  

C-2 Use evidence-based principles and scientific knowledge base to critical 
evaluation and decision-making processes in healthcare.  

C-3 Explain the role of medical education in relation to advances in medicine 
and the delivery of healthcare in the U.S.  

C-4 Identify and explain the key roles the federal government plays in the 
delivery of healthcare in the U.S.  
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