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COURSE TITLE: Health Care Policy  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Health care policy affects everyone personally and affects the nation in countless ways.  It evolves constantly 
while engaging a wide variety of stakeholders and different branches and levels of government.  For this course, 
we will approach health care policy from an historical perspective, from the perspective of policy stakeholders, 
examine current events in health care policy and view health care policy through a political lens.  Also, we will 
look at the mechanics of health care delivery so we will be able to recognize its different components and 
interactions.  
 
I. COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 

1. Develop a common knowledge base of how healthcare in the US is currently organized, what it is 
comprised of, current issues, stakeholders and the healthcare policy making process:  

2. Understand the topography of the U.S. health care system, its political history and the process of 
reimbursement for health care providers: 

3. Analyze and assess the role of costs in U.S. healthcare policies: 
4. Explore Medicare, Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and the Veterans’ 

Administration plus the politics surrounding these government programs: 
5. Understand the Affordable Care Act: 
6. Identify contemporary issues in healthcare: 
7. Forecast the future of healthcare policy: 

 
Demonstrate effective mastery of these objectives through proficient written and oral expression of ideas 
through tests, projects, papers, and/or presentations:  
 
 
II. METHODOLOGY: 
 
A. Teaching Methods:  

The instructor will use various teaching methods to address the subject matter for each week of 
class. The instructor will use various online teaching methods to address the subject matter for the 
online class weeks. Nearly two-thirds of the work in this class involves writing. Students will 
research various topics to complete discussion board posts and short assignments.  

   
 
III. WEEKLY SCHEDULE/GRADING 
 
Assignment Points 
Class Introductions 30 
Week 1 Quiz 40 
Week 1 Discussion Board 20 
Week 1 Current Issue 20 
Week 2 Memorandum 50 



Week 2 Quiz 10 
Week 2 Discussion Board 20 
Week 3 Reaction Paper: Healthcare Cost Drivers 50 
Week 3 Discussion Board 20 
Week 3 PowerPoint Presentation 25 
Week 4 Quiz 100 
Week 4 Reflective Paper 50 
Week 4 Comparative Paper 30 
Week 5 Reflection Paper: APA Successes and Failures 50 
Week 5 Research Paper- Will the ACA be repealed? 250 
Week 5 Discussion Board 20 
Week 6 Opinion Paper 50 
Week 6 Ethics Case Study 20 
Week 6 Policy Memo 50 
Week 7 PowerPoint Presentation 25 
Week 7 Opinion 50 
Week 7 Discussion Board 20 
Total 1000 

 
 
III. COURSE POLICIES: 
 
College of Health Professions Attendance Policy: Because class sessions are highly interactive, any student’s 
absence diminishes the quality of learning for everyone. 
Students are expected to attend all in-class sessions and to log on and participate in all online sessions as the 
course format requires. Failure to do so may be considered an unexcused absence. Be apprised that faculty have 
the ability to monitor your participation in the course. Please note that your weekly attendance is electronically 
tracked and is a criterion for your final course grade. Communication with your course faculty is essential. 
 
College of Health Professions Late Assignment Process 
Late assignment submissions will not be accepted unless prior communication and approval have been arranged 
with the course faculty. No assignments will be accepted after the final day of the course unless the student has 
established a “Student Incomplete Course Grade Agreement” 
with the course faculty. 
 
College of Health Professions Response Time Policy: 
Faculty will generally respond to all student communication within 24-48 hours unless a weekend or holiday. 
Please refer to your course faculty’s specific availability as noted within the course. 
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