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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 

 
COURSE TITLE:  Environmental Compliance 
 
COURSE NUMBER: LES 216 
 
PRE-REQUISITES:  ENG121, English Composition I (minimum GPA 2.0/C) 
 
LEGAL SPECIALTY: Yes   No 
 
 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
PRIOR TO FALL 2016, THIS COURSE WAS OFFERED AS LES 416. This course surveys the 
major federal statues related to environmental quality and analyzes various approaches to 
regulation. Primary focuses are on the interaction of law and policy; and the roles of Congress, 
the regulatory agencies, and the courts in defining and implementing environmental mandates. In 
addition, toxic torts and environmental litigation will be discussed. 
 

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
GOAL A: Describe the competing themes and ethical perspectives related to environmental law 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
A-1 Reflect on personal attitudes and worldviews as they relate to the human relationship 

with the environment 
A-2 Describe how varying ethical perspectives on the human relationship with the 

environment impact opinions and actions 
A-3 Explain the advantages and disadvantages to a cost-benefit analysis approach to 

environmental problems 
 
GOAL B: Explain how environmental law is created, classified, and enforced within the 

American legal system 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
B-1 Identify the various sources of law in the American legal system and give an example of 

their application in the context of environmental law 
B-2 Explain the litigation process, including the concept of “standing” 
B-3 Explain the application of the Commerce Clause, the Supremacy Clause, and the Property 

Clause in environmental law 
B-4 Describe what role administrative law and administrative agencies have in the area of 

environmental law 
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B-5 Describe the common law remedies in tort for trespass, nuisance, and negligence and 
give an example of their application for environmental harms 

B-6 Describe how contract law is applied in the context of environmental harms to apportion 
liability 

B-7 Describe the authority under which government regulates land use and the constitutional 
limitations on such regulation 

 
GOAL C: Develop an understanding for the major federal environmental statutes, their 

interpretation and application 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to: 
C-1 Identify the major federal environmental statutes in the area of animals, land, air, water, 

toxic substances, and hazardous wastes and explain their application to a specific set of 
facts 

C-2 Identify public sources of information related to environmental issues and establish a 
framework for evaluating the currency, reliability, authority and purpose of the source 

 
GOAL D: The student will use appropriate written and oral communication skills  
 
Learning Objectives: The student will: 
D-1 Communicate information orally in a logical and grammatically correct manner 
D-2 Present written information using standard APA style 
D-3 Write clearly, concisely, and appropriately using correct English grammar, punctuation, 

usage, mechanics sentence structure, and vocabulary 
D-4 Create a written “brief” of an environmental law case which explains how the court has 

interpreted and applied a specific statute 
D-5 Locate, evaluate, use, and communicate legal and scientific information related to 

environmental issues effectively and appropriately 
D-6 Exercise critical thinking strategies, including reasoning, problem solving, analysis, and 

evaluation  
 
 


