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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 
COURSE TITLE: Law & Society 
 
COURSE NUMBER: LES 310 
 
I. RATIONALE: 
 

The sheer magnitude of the laws currently in existence, and always increasing, in the  
United States, whether local, state, of federal, suggests that all Americans should educate  
themselves in the law and learn how they may impact them.  Individuals who want  
to pursue a career in the law must have understanding, knowledge, and foundation in this 
discipline. 

 
II. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS: 
 

GOAL A: 
Develop an understanding of the legal system in the United States and sources of law. 
 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
A-1 Understand federalism. 
A-2 Understand State & Federal governmental powers. 
A-3 Differentiate and delineate the three branches of government. 
A-4 Discuss the dual system of American courts. 
A-5 Explain Constitutional law, case law, common law, and statutory law. 
A-6 Understand the legislative process of law making. 

 
GOAL B: 
Develop an understanding of the law of torts as well as Family wealth transactions. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
B-1 Define negligence and intentional torts. 
B-2 Discuss areas of strict liability. 
B-3 Understand damages a plaintiff may be entitled to and differentiate between 

special and compensatory damages. 
B-4 Examine the law of workers’ compensation. 
B-5 Discuss the differences between a Last Will & Testament and a Trust. 
B-6 Review how family wealth is transferred via probate. 

 
GOAL C: 
Develop an understanding of contracts, real property, intellectual property, business 
organizations, and bankruptcy. 
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Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
C-1 Understand how a contract is formed, what requirements must be met, and 

performance. 
C-2 Understand the various interests that may be created in real property. 
C-3 Discuss copyright, patent, trademark, and trade secret law. 
C-4 Differentiate between sole proprietorships, partnerships, and corporations. 
C-5 Understand bankruptcy. 

 
GOAL D: 
Develop an understanding of criminal law. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
D-1 Understand and define some of the major crimes and the elements of each 

(Mens Rea and Actus Reus) 
D-2 Understand the concepts of deterrence, rehabilitation, incapacitation, 

andretribution. 
D-3 Juvenile court and prosecution of juvenile offenders. 

 
GOAL E: 
Develop an understanding of Criminal Procedure, evidence, and trials. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
E-1 Understand Due Process of the Law, arrest, search and seizure, search 

warrants and exceptions, probable cause to arrest, and the Exclusionary rule. 
E-2 Understand the law surrounding confessions. 
E-3 Understand the flows of a criminal case from the 911 call, through the 

investigation, to the arrest, court appearance, discovery, and pre-trial 
motions. 

E-4 How to deal with direct and circumstantial evidence, testimonial evidence, 
evidence relevancy, impeachment, and hearsay. 

E-5 Explain who is involved in a trial, how juries are selected, burdens of proof, 
opening and closing arguments, rebuttal, deliberations, and verdict. 

 
GOAL F: 
Develop an understanding of family law and civil procedure. 

 
Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
 
F-1. Explain how marriages are terminated, how pre-nuptial agreements offer 

wealth/property protection, child support, visitation/custody and spousal 
support, and how marital property is divided. 

F-2. Explain what a cause of action is in civil litigation, jurisdiction, 
venue/pleadings/motions/discovery, and pre-trial conferences.  
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III. RESOURCES: 
 

Textbook, Grisham book, electronic and print media, internet, State and Federal Court  
Houses, and library. 


