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I. RATIONALE: 

 

This course prepares the student for MBA 7293 by offering an introduction to 

investments including investment analysis, portfolio management, and capital markets. 

This course is designed to provide MBA finance students with the basic concepts and 

principles of investing while examining investment policies, types of securities, factors 

that influence pricing changes, timing purchases/sales, preparing investment programs to 

meet objectives, investment risk and return, and portfolio balancing.  The course also 

includes a necessary overview of the securities markets and their behavior, including 

sources of information about the various instrument traded, procedure of trades, and the 

relevant mechanics and techniques of the market.  

 

II. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS: 
 

GOAL A: 

Students will demonstrate understanding of the investment environment and the various 

investment vehicles available to individual and institutional investors.   

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

 

A-1 Gain a thorough historical understanding of the successes and failures of 

investment markets both from financial, legal, regulatory, political, and 

social viewpoints. 

A-2 Acquire a full and clear understanding of corporate governance and corporate 

ethics as they pertain to the investment markets 

A-3 Demonstrate understanding and appreciation for the role and authority of the 

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) along with an understanding of 

Sarbanes – Oxley (SOX) and Dodd-Frank oversight responsibilities and 

requirements. 

A-4 Enhance the student’s comprehension of the differences between investment 

banking and retail banking, credit unions, and insurance companies as related 

to debt instruments and credit instruments. 

A-5 Establish and enhance the understanding for practical use, the differences in 

corporate ownerships including the processes involved in conducting an 

initial public offering (IPO). 
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GOAL B: 

Students will demonstrate understanding of the key concepts in investment analytics from 

the perspective of a portfolio manager rather than an individual investor. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

 

B-1 Determine the expected return and risk of assets and portfolios. 

B-2 Calculate historical risk and return performance of various asset classes. 

B-3 Illustrate diversification and how it can reduce portfolio risk. 

B-4 Define the composition of the optimal portfolio of risky assets. 

B-5 Describe the major asset pricing models and their implications to investors. 

B-6 Examine the historical performance of a range of investment fund managers. 

B-7 Comprehend efficiency of financial markets with the implication for 

fundamental and technical analysis 

B-8 Describe the relationship between a bond’s coupon rate, the required yield 

and price. 

B-9 Calculate the yield-to-maturity for a bond and its meaning to the investing 

community. 

B-10 Demonstrate fluency with the fundamentals of securities analysis and risk, 

municipal securities, and investment banking 

 

GOAL C: 

Students will demonstrate ability to create and evaluate investment portfolios that include 

equity, fixed income, and derivative securities. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

 

C-1 Demonstrate real-time investment skills through the use of an internet-based 

investment portfolio simulation group project. 

C-2 Utilize and apply spreadsheet skills for financial modeling and evaluation of 

course-related investment portfolios. 

  

 

 


