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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 

COURSE TITLE:  Sustainability and Business  

COURSE NUMBER: MBA 7815 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

MBA 7815 Sustainability and Business introduces MBA students to two key areas for 
U.S. based private businesses with respect to sustainability.  First are the legal statutes 
and requirements at the federal government level and compliance needs and practices 
related to said requirements.  Second are the business operational aspects of 
procurement and disposal, supply chain, and business operations that align with 
effective and efficient sustainability practices.  The alignment of efficient and effective 
business sustainability operational practices aid in helping to create and leverage firm 
competitive advantage in the global marketplace.    
 

MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS:  
 

GOAL A: 

Students will examine federal legislation and regulation specific private sector 

companies seeking alignment of sustainability practices within business operations and 

compliance to such legislation.   

Learning Objectives: The student will: 

A-1 Compare and contrast the major points of landmark environmental 
legislation, including the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, the National 
Environmental Protection Act, and the Coastal Zone Act in response to 
natural pressures, which continue to define business sustainability 
practices. 

A-2 Demonstrate understanding of the major regulations in the area of water 
pollution, toxic release, historic preservation, groundwater and drinking 
water monitoring, protection of natural resources and energy. 

A-3 Review existing and emerging business cases, which affect the application 
of sustainability activities. 

GOAL B: 

Students will analyze the ethical underpinnings of private sector activity impacting 

sustainable business practices.  

Learning Objectives: The student will:  
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B-1 Analyze the legal and regulatory liability associated with business 
environmental practices. 

B-2 Evaluate businesses sustainability disclosure requirements associated with 
shareholder and debt rating decisions, business risks, and financial impacts. 

B-3  Explain how legal and regulatory activities impact the cost, benefit, and  
 risk to businesses in domestic and international markets. 

GOAL C: 

Students will demonstrate understanding of political, social, and environmental risks 

driving businesses to implement sustainable strategies and plans 

Learning Objectives: The student will: 

C-1 Examine regulatory, legal and macroeconomic environments and how each 
impacts the efficacy of sustainable business cultures. 

C-2 Assess the cost of political and social risk associated with sustainability 
plans.  

GOAL D: 

Students will demonstrate understanding of procurement management, operations 

management, and supply chain management principles and how each applies to 

effective business sustainability practices.  

Learning Objectives: The student will:  

D-1 Apply sustainability to business supply chain and its value management 

across business departments and silos.   

D-2 Identify procurement strategies integrating sustainable products, materials, 

and processes into operations 

D-3 Calculate offsets and avoided costs because of these sustainable business 

practices. 

D-4 Demonstrate how supply chain activities affects sustainability and business 

risk. 

 

 

 


