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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Candidates will explore processes in planning, implementation, and the evaluation of programs 

and curriculum. Topics include curriculum planning; the design of instruction and units or 

courses that address learning differences while promoting thinking and metacognition; alignment 

of curriculum to the content standards; instruction and assessments based on pedagogical 

approaches and learning experiences that will help all students succeed; and evaluation methods 

for program and curriculum improvement.  

 

FACULTY INFORMATION/ OFFICE HOURS/METHOD OF CONTACT 
 Check Blackboard for Faculty Information 

 

Course Format  

 Course Format: The course is offered in a traditional setting, a hybrid format, and a 

distance-learning format. Hybrid courses are taught in an online Learning Content 

Management System, Blackboard™. 

 Distance learning: A webcam will enhance the learning experience during a virtual 

conference or synchronous sessions. 

 DIS 095: Distance Learning Orientation for Students is a prerequisite for registering for a 

hybrid or online class format. DIS 095 is free of charge and can be completed through 

Blackboard
™ 

in approximately 60 minutes. The orientation is located at 

http://www.wilmu.edu/distancelearning/dlorientation.aspx. 

 

I. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

 The course is structured to reflect the eight essential program attributes described in the 

College of Education Conceptual Framework found at 

http://www.wilmu.edu/education/clinicalstudies/conceptframework.aspx 

 

http://www.wilmu.edu/distancelearning/dlorientation.aspx
http://www.wilmu.edu/education/clinicalstudies/conceptframework.aspx


II. PROGRAM COMPETENCIES /STANDARD-BASED INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS 

Model Standards for Teacher Licensing, Assessment and Development from The 

Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (2011) by the Council of 

Chief State School Officers. The standards are located at the website 

 http://www.ccsso.org/documents/2011/intasc_model_core_teaching_standards_2011.pdf     . 

and 

 http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Publications/InTASC_Model_Core_Teaching_Standard

s_and_Learning_Progressions_for_Teachers_10.html.    

 

A. PROGRAM COMPETENCIES/STANDARDS 
Program Competency Standard 2. Learning Differences 

The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse communities to 

ensure inclusive learning environments that allow each learner to meet high standards.  

 

B. Program Competency Standard 4. Content Knowledge 

The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the 

discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline 

accessible and meaningful for learners to ensure mastery of the content. 

 

C. Program Competency Standard 5. Applications of Content 

The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to 

engage learners in critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving related 

to authentic local and global issues.  

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

A. Methodology and Philosophy 

Instructional strategies appropriate for adult learners are implemented such as project-

based and problem-based instructional practices, active participation in goal setting and 

self-evaluation, experiential activities, and student-centered learning environments. The 

course content and instructional design are informed by adult learning theories and may 

take place in student-only, teacher-led, or community-based settings. These 

methodologies fit well with transformative theory, situated cognition, and a social-

cultural perspective. 

 

B. Assessment and Evaluation 

Assignments and assessments will be scored using performance-based assessments.  

Grade A: Excellent. The student has demonstrated a quality of work and 

accomplishments far beyond the normal requirements and shows originality of thought 

and mastery of the material.  

To receive an A in this course, the candidate must earn a 95% or higher. 

Grade B: Good. The student’s achievement exceeds satisfactory accomplishment, 

showing a clearer indication of initiative, comprehension of material, and the ability to 

work with the concepts. 

Grade C: Satisfactory. The student has met the formal requirements and has 

demonstrated comprehension of the material and the ability to work with the concepts.  

 

http://www.ccsso.org/documents/2011/intasc_model_core_teaching_standards_2011.pdf
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Publications/InTASC_Model_Core_Teaching_Standards_and_Learning_Progressions_for_Teachers_10.html
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Publications/InTASC_Model_Core_Teaching_Standards_and_Learning_Progressions_for_Teachers_10.html


Note. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete assignments on the due 

dates. Late assignments are not accepted. Due to the nature of a seven-week course and to 

ensure that all candidates are provided with equal learning experiences and opportunities, 

late assignments cannot be accepted without good reason, prior approval, and evidence. 

Again, without a justifiable reason and evidence, instructors do not accept late 

assignments.  

 

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete assignments on the due dates. 

Candidates who register and enter the course on the drop/add date have four days to 

complete the first week’s assignments. 

 

IV. ATTENDANCE POLICIES: College of Education Policy  

In the College of Education, faculty must approve all requests for absences that are 

exceptions to the University policy. Vacations are not considered to be legitimate reasons 

for missing classes. Faculty must be contacted prior to the class in all cases except valid 

emergencies. Failure to obtain approval for exceptions may result in lowering the final 

passing grade or assigning a “failure due to absence” (FA). Students who have registered 

for a course and never attend the class at all will receive a grade of NA (never attended). 

Early departures and late arrivals will be cumulative towards class absences. Note. 

Candidates who register and enter the course on the drop/add date have four days to 

complete the first week’s assignments. 

 

V. PROGRAM COMPETENCY PROJECTS /STRUCTURED EXTERNAL 

ASSIGNMENT: 

 A. PROGRAM COMPETENCY  

Program Competency Standard 2. Learning Differences 

Write a paper explaining the learning differences of the population of your classroom by 

addressing: a) the contextual factors, b) learning needs, c) challenges that are 

encountered, d) how the challenges are met, e) assistance and support, f) valuing 

diversity, and g) the diversity of the curriculum.  Estimated length: 4-5 pages.  

 

Program Competency Standard 4. Content Knowledge 

Design a curricular unit plan that includes the following components: a) the school 

profile and contextual factors, b) curriculum overview, c) rationale, d) scope and 

sequence or content outline, e) curriculum map, f) unit central questions, g) intended 

learning outcomes, h) subunits, i) curricular unit plan evaluation, and j) unintended 

undesirable learnings. Note: Properly cited resources and a reference list are required for 

the project to be graded. The paper will NOT be graded if this information is not 

provided. 

 

Program Competency Standard 5. Applications of Content 

Select an organizer that shows the relationships among the ideas, concepts, and topics of 

your curricular unit plan. The map should include all the important concepts associated 

with the learning outcomes. Write a narrative addressing the following four components: 

Map, Curriculum Development, Instructional Purpose, and a Reflection.  

 



 B. Graduation Competencies 

Graduation Competency 2. Written Communication 

a. Candidates will provide a reference page using the APA formatting guidelines for 

all projects.  

b. Candidates will respect intellectual property by citing the sources with in-text 

citaitons. 

 

 C. Individual Development and Educational Assessment (IDEA) Learning 

Objectives  

a. Essential objective #3. Learning to apply course material to improve thinking, 

problem solving and decisions. 

b. Important objective # 4. Developing specific skills, competencies, and points of 

view needed by professionals in the field most closely related to this course  

 

 

Week Assignments 

Week 1. Complete all of the readings that are required from the textbook, 

articles, and PowerPoint presentations 

Assignment: Curricular Unit Plan Assignment (Due Week 7) 

Discussion Board Forum (DUE) 

Week 2. Complete all of the readings that are required from the textbook, 

articles, and PowerPoint presentations 

Assignment: Curricular Unit Plan Assignment (Due Week 7) 

Assignment: Curriculum Map (Due Week 3) 

Discussion Board Forum (DUE) 

Week 3. Complete all of the readings that are required from the textbook, 

articles, and PowerPoint presentations 

Assignment: Curricular Unit Plan Assignment (Due Week 7) 

Assignment: Curriculum Map (DUE) 

Discussion Board Forum (DUE) 

Week 4. Complete all of the readings that are required from the textbook, 

articles, and PowerPoint presentations 

Assignment: Curricular Unit Plan Assignment (Due Week 7) 

Discussion Board Forum (DUE) 

Week 5. Complete all of the readings that are required from the textbook, 

articles, and PowerPoint presentations 

Assignment: Curricular Unit Plan Assignment (Due Week 7) 

Assignment: Learning Differences Assignment (DUE) 

No Discussion Board Forum 

Week 6. Complete all of the readings that are required from the textbook, 

articles, and PowerPoint presentations 

Assignment: Curricular Unit Plan Assignment (Due Week 7) 

Discussion Board Forum (DUE) 

Week 7.  Complete all of the readings that are required from the textbook, 

articles, and PowerPoint presentations 

Assignment: Curricular Unit Plan Assignment (DUE) (must be 



submitted in TaskStream for candidates in the M.Ed. Teaching and 

Learning degree program) 

Discussion Board Forum (DUE) 

 

 

Assignments  Points 

Weekly Discussion Board Forums (5 Points 

each: total of 6 posts) 

30 Points 

Program Competency Standard 2. Learning 

Differences Paper  

45 Points 

Program Competency Standard 4. Unit Plan/SEA  60 Points 

Program Competency Standard 5. Applications 

of Content/Curriculum Map 

30 Points 
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PROGRAM COMPETENCY 2. RUBRIC: LEARNING DIFFERENCES 

CeCRAM STRUCTURED EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC 

COURSE: MED 7712  TITLE: Curriculum Development  

PROGRAM COMPETENCIES/STANDARDS: 

Program Competency Standard 2. Learning Differences 

The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that 

allow each learner to meet high standards.  

GRADUATED COMPETENCY: Written Communication 

EVALUATED ASSIGNMENT: Write a paper explaining the learning differences of the population of your classroom by 

addressing: a) the contextual factors, b) learning needs, c) challenges that are encountered, d) how the challenges are met, e) assistance 

and support, f) valuing diversity, and g) the diversity of the curriculum.  Estimated length: 4-5 pages.  

TASKSTREAM ASSIGNMENT: Candidates in the M.Ed. Teaching and Learning degree program are required to upload this 

assignment into the e-folio site, Taskstream, for a passing grade in MED 7712. 

45 Points 

Elements Distinguished (5) Proficient (4.6) Basic (4.4) Unsatisfactory (0) Score  

Contextual Factors In-depth 

explanation of the 

contextual factors 

Basic explanation of 

the contextual 

factors 

Limited explanation 

of the contextual 

factors 

No explanation of 

the contextual 

factors 

 

 Learning Needs In-depth 

explanation of the 

group’s learning 

needs and how the 

learning needs are 

met 

Basic explanation of 

the group’s learning 

needs and how the 

learning needs are 

met 

Limited explanation 

of the group’s 

learning needs and 

how the learning 

needs are met 

No explanation of 

the group’s learning 

needs or how the 

needs are met 

 

Challenges 

 

In-depth 

explanation of the 

anticipated 

challenges or 

challenges that are 

currently happening  

Basic explanation of 

the anticipated 

challenges or 

challenges that are 

currently happening 

Limited explanation 

of the anticipated 

challenges or 

challenges that are 

currently happening 

No explanation of 

the anticipated 

challenges or 

challenges that are 

currently happening 

 

Meeting 

Challenges 

In-depth 

explanation of what 

is done to meet the 

Basic explanation of 

what is done to 

meet the challenges 

Limited explanation 

of what is done to 

meet the challenges 

No explanation 

about what is done 

to meet the 

 



challenges or what 

will be done to meet 

them 

or what will be done 

to meet them 

or what will be done 

to meet them 

challenges or what 

will be done to meet 

them 

Assistance and 

Support 

In-depth 

explanation of the 

assistance or 

support that is or 

will be used to meet 

the challenges 

Basic explanation of 

the assistance or 

support that is or 

will be used to meet 

the challenges 

Limited explanation 

of the assistance or 

support that is or 

will be used to meet 

the challenges 

No explanation of 

the assistance or 

support that is or 

will be used to meet 

the challenges 

 

Valuing Diversity In-depth 

explanation of how 

awareness, 

appreciation, and 

respect of diversity 

permeate the 

environment 

Basic explanation of 

how awareness, 

appreciation, and 

respect of diversity 

permeate the 

environment 

Limited explanation 

of how awareness, 

appreciation, and 

respect of diversity 

permeate the 

environment 

No explanation of 

how awareness, 

appreciation, and 

respect of diversity 

permeate the 

environment 

 

Diversity of 

Curriculum 

In-depth 

explanation of how 

the instruction is 

designed based on 

the group’s prior 

knowledge and 

experiences and 

how the students’ 

family, cultural, and 

community values 

are used to develop 

the curriculum 

Basic explanation of 

how the instruction 

is designed based on 

the group’s prior 

knowledge and 

experiences and 

how the students’ 

family, cultural, and 

community values 

are used to develop 

the curriculum 

Limited explanation 

of how the 

instruction is 

designed based on 

the group’s prior 

knowledge and 

experiences and 

how the students’ 

family, cultural, and 

community values 

are used to develop 

the curriculum 

No explanation of 

how the instruction 

is designed based on 

the group’s prior 

knowledge and 

experiences and 

how the students’ 

family, cultural, and 

community values 

are used to develop 

the curriculum 

 

References and 

APA formatting 

Many relevant 

references and/or 

in-text citations are 

included and no 

APA formatting 

Several relevant 

references and/or 

in-text citations are 

included and few 

APA formatting 

Lacking references 

and/or in-text 

citations and many 

APA formatting 

errors 

No references and 

in-text citations are 

included 

 



errors errors  

Grammar, 

Punctuation, and 

Sentence Structure 

Writing has no 

errors and 

appropriately uses 

correct English 

grammar, 

punctuation, 

sentence structure 

Writing contains a 

few errors, which 

do not interfere with 

the understanding of 

the paper 

Writing contains 

some errors, which 

occasionally 

interfere with the 

understanding of the 

paper 

Writing contains 

several errors, 

which interfere with 

the understanding of 

the paper 

 

 

  



PROGRAM COMPETENCY 4. RUBRIC: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

CeCRAM STRUCTURED EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC 

COURSE: MED 7712  TITLE: Curriculum Development  

 

PROGRAM COMPETENCIES/STANDARDS: 

Program Competency Standard 4. Content Knowledge 

The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning 

experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to ensure mastery of the content. 

EVALUATIVE ASSIGNMENT: Design a curricular unit plan that includes the following components: a) the school profile and 

contextual factors, b) curriculum overview, c) rationale, d) scope and sequence or content outline, e) curriculum map, f) unit central 

questions, g) intended learning outcomes, h) subunits, i) curricular unit plan evaluation, and j) unintended undesirable learnings. Note: 

Properly cited resources and a reference list are required for the project to be graded. The paper will NOT be graded if this information 

is not provided. 

TASKSTREAM ASSIGNMENT: Candidates in the M.Ed. Teaching and Learning degree program are required to upload this 

assignment into the e-folio site, Taskstream, for a passing grade in MED 7712. 

60 Points 

Elements Distinguished (5) Proficient (4.6) Basic (4.4) Unsatisfactory (0) Score  

Contextual Factors In-depth 

explanation of the 

contextual factors 

Basic explanation of 

the contextual 

factors 

Limited explanation 

of the contextual 

factors 

No explanation of 

the contextual 

factors 

 

 Curriculum 

Overview 

Information 

All of the content 

(title, description, 

level, length of 

time) is present 

Most of the content 

(title, description, 

level, length of 

time) is present 

Some of the content 

(title, description, 

level, length of 

time) is present 

None of the content 

is present 

 

Rationale 

 

Rationale included 

along with in-depth 

explanation of the 

benefits and an in-

depth explanation of 

the ideals, values, 

and goals  

Rationale included 

along with basic 

explanation of the 

benefits and a basic 

explanation of the 

ideals, values, and 

goals 

Rationale included 

along with a limited 

explanation of the 

benefits and a 

limited explanation 

of the ideals, values, 

and goals 

Rationale and 

explanations about 

beliefs, ideals, 

values, and goals 

not included  

 

Scope and 

Sequence or 

Scope and sequence 

or content outline 

Scope and sequence 

or content outline 

Scope and sequence 

or content outline 

Scope and 

sequence/content 

 



Content Outline provided and an in-

depth explanation 

about the sequence 

of the content 

provided and a basic 

explanation about 

the sequence of the 

content 

provided and a 

limited explanation 

about the sequence 

of the content 

outline and 

explanation not 

provided  

Concept Map 

(Curriculum Map) 

Graphic organizer, 

concept map, or 

flowchart strongly 

represents the 

content of the 

course graphically 

Graphic organizer, 

concept map, or 

flowchart 

moderately 

represents the 

content of the 

course graphically 

Graphic organizer, 

concept map, or 

flowchart has little 

relevance with 

representing the 

content of the 

course graphically 

No graphic 

organizer, concept 

map, or flowchart 

provided 

 

Unit Central 

Questions 

Unit central 

questions strongly 

identify the focus of 

the unit and suggest 

inquiry, spark 

curiosity, or lead to 

real-life problem 

solving situations 

Unit central 

questions 

moderately identify 

the focus of the unit 

and suggest inquiry, 

spark curiosity, or 

lead to real-life 

problem solving 

situations 

Unit central 

questions do not 

identify the focus of 

the unit but suggest 

inquiry, spark 

curiosity, or lead to 

real-life problem 

solving situations  

No unit central 

questions were 

provided 

 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

Primary ILOs were 

included along with 

the level of Depth 

of Knowledge or 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Some primary ILOs 

were included along 

with the level of 

Depth of 

Knowledge or 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Few primary ILOs 

were included along 

with the level of 

Depth of 

Knowledge or 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

No primary ILOs or 

levels of Depth of 

Knowledge or 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

were included 

 

SubUnits Name of subunits 

and provided in-

depth explanation of 

the following 

information: 

overview, ILOs, 

instructional foci, 

Name of subunits 

provided and basic 

explanation of the 

following 

information: 

overview, ILOs, 

instructional foci, 

Name of subunits 

provided and a 

limited explanation 

of the following 

information: 

overview, ILOs, 

instructional foci, 

No information was 

included for this 

section of the unit 

plan 

 



teaching strategies, 

and formative or 

summative 

assessment 

strategies  

teaching strategies, 

and formative or 

summative 

assessment 

strategies 

teaching strategies, 

and formative or 

summative 

assessment 

strategies 

Unit Evaluation In-depth 

explanation of how 

and when 

information will be 

gathered to make 

instructional 

decisions 

Basic explanation of 

how and when 

information will be 

gathered to make 

instructional 

decisions 

Limited explanation 

of how and when 

information will be 

gathered to make 

instructional 

decisions 

No explanation of 

how and when 

information will be 

gathered to make 

instructional 

decisions 

 

Unintended 

Undesirable 

Learning 

Three or four 

undesirable learning 

outcomes were 

listed and an in-

depth explanation 

was provided 

Two undesirable 

learning outcomes 

were listed and a 

basic explanation 

was provided 

One undesirable 

learning outcome 

was listed and a 

limited explanation 

was provided 

No undesirable 

learning outcomes 

and an explanation 

was not provided 

 

References and 

APA formatting 

Many relevant 

references and/or 

in-text citations are 

included and no 

APA formatting 

errors 

Several relevant 

references and/or 

in-text citations are 

included and few 

APA formatting 

errors  

Lacking references 

and/or in-text 

citations and many 

APA formatting 

errors 

No references and 

in-text citations 

 

Grammar, 

Punctuation, and 

Sentence Structure 

Writing has no 

errors and 

appropriately uses 

correct English 

grammar, 

punctuation, 

sentence structure 

Writing contains a 

few errors, which 

do not interfere with 

the understanding 

Writing contains 

some errors, which 

occasionally 

interfere with 

understanding 

Writing contains 

several errors, 

which interfere with 

understanding 

 

 

  



PROGRAM COMPETENCY 5. RUBRIC: APPLICATIONS OF CONTENT 

CeCRAM STRUCTURED EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC 

COURSE: MED 7712  TITLE: Curriculum Development  

 

PROGRAM COMPETENCIES/STANDARDS: 

Program Competency Standard 5. Applications of Content 

The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to engage learners in critical thinking, creativity, and 

collaborative problem solving related to authentic local and global issues.  

EVALUATED ASSIGNMENT: Select an organizer that shows the relationships among the ideas, concepts, and topics of your 

curricular unit plan. The map should include all the important concepts associated with the learning outcomes. Write a narrative 

addressing the following four components: Map, Curriculum Development, Instructional Purpose, and a Reflection.  

TASKSTREAM ASSIGNMENT: Candidates in the M.Ed. Teaching and Learning degree program are required to upload this 

assignment into the e-folio site, Taskstream, for a passing grade in MED 7712. 

30 Points 

Elements Distinguished (5) Proficient (4.6) Basic (4.4) Unsatisfactory (0) Score  

Map In-depth 

explanation of the 

interrelationships 

Basic explanation of 

the 

interrelationships 

Limited explanation 

of the 

interrelationships 

No explanation of 

the 

interrelationships 

 

 Curriculum 

Development 

In-depth 

explanation of the 

relationship 

between the 

elements on the map 

and provides a 

rationale for 

selecting a 

particular type of 

diagram 

Basic explanation of 

the relationship 

between the 

elements on the map 

and provides a 

rationale for 

selecting a 

particular type of 

diagram 

Limited explanation 

of the relationship 

between the 

elements on the map 

and provides a 

rationale for 

selecting a 

particular type of 

diagram 

No explanation of 

the map; no 

rationale is 

providing for 

selecting a 

particular type of 

diagram 

 

Instructional 

Purpose 

 

In-depth 

explanation 

describing how the 

map is used during 

instruction focusing 

Basic explanation of 

how the map will be 

used during 

instruction focusing 

on one of the 

Limited explanation 

of how the map will 

be used during 

instruction focusing 

on one of the 

No explanation of 

how the map will be 

used during 

instruction and did 

not focus on one of 

 



on one of the 

specified 

performances; 

includes several 

specific examples to 

support explanation  

specified 

performances; 

includes some 

specific examples to 

support explanation  

specified 

performances; 

includes a few 

specific examples to 

support explanation 

the specified 

performances; did 

not include specific 

examples to support 

explanation 

Reflection  In-depth reflection 

that describes the 

instructional 

benefits of using the 

map; includes 

several specific 

examples to support 

explanation 

Basic reflection that 

describes the 

instructional 

benefits of using the 

map; includes some 

specific examples to 

support explanation  

Limited reflection 

of the instructional 

benefits of using the 

map; includes a few 

specific examples to 

support explanation 

No reflection of the 

instructional 

benefits; did not 

include specific 

examples to support 

explanation 

 

References and 

APA formatting 

Many relevant 

references and/or 

in-text citations are 

included and no 

APA formatting 

errors 

Several relevant 

references and/or 

in-text citations are 

included and/or few 

APA formatting 

errors  

Few references 

and/or in-text 

citations are 

included and/or 

many APA 

formatting errors 

No references and 

in-text citations 

 

Grammar, 

Punctuation, and 

Sentence Structure 

Writing has no 

errors and 

appropriately uses 

correct English 

grammar, 

punctuation, 

sentence structure 

Writing contains a 

few errors, which 

do not interfere with 

the understanding 

Writing contains 

some errors, which 

occasionally 

interfere with 

understanding 

Writing contains 

several errors, 

which interfere with 

understanding 

 

 


