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Wilmington University 
College of Education 

 

OLI 7101—Disciplined Inquiry and Writing 
Course Number:  OLI 7101  
 
Course Title: Disciplined Inquiry and Writing 
 
 Faculty Contact:     
 
Course Description:  This course aims to create critical consumers of published research.  Students will learn to interpret, analyze and 
evaluate the quality of published research. Students will focus on how studies are designed and executed with an eye toward 
understanding the validity of the study findings and conclusions.  Time will be spent on methods of data collection and analysis.  
Students will also be expected to strengthen their writing skills and learn how to adapt their writing style to various academic and 
professional contexts. 
 
Minimum Time Requirements (in clock hours):  

Teacher Led Instruction SEA Fieldwork/Clinical Lab External Learning 
30 Hrs 10 Hrs 0 0 70 Hrs 

 
College Education Program Attributes 

 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight essential attributes: 
 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on deconstructing past experiences as learners in coursework and 

field experiences and developing appropriate knowledge of the content and discourse of the disciplines to be taught; 
3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e., providing structured opportunities for critical reflection on and taking action in one’s 

daily work; 
5. enabling authentic participation, collegiality and collaboration; 
6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous improvement, experimentation, and professional 

growth; 
7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology. 
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Program Theory and Foundation 
A link to the Program Theory can be found in the Blackboard Courses for OLI 7100 and OLI 7101. 
 
Program Competencies:  The Doctorate of Education: Organizational Leadership – Learning and Innovation standards are posted in the 
Blackboard Courses for OLI 7100 and OLI 7101, as are the Wilmington University Graduation Competencies for Graduate Students. 
 
Text(s):  Precise information regarding the textbook(s) for this class, please visit the bookstore website at: http://www.wilmu.edu/bookstore   
 
American Psychological Association (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American 

Psychological Association. 
Machi, L. & McEvoy, B. (2016). The literature review: Six steps to success (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin 
 
On-line reference for APA Manual: 
Purdue OWL: APA Formatting and Style Guide: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/1/ 
 
See Course Schedule later in the syllabus for Description of Specific Learning Activities and Weekly Reading/Viewing Assignments 
 
Assignments and Grading – Listed below are the Assignments that will be graded during OLI 7101.  There may be additional ungraded 
assignments in the course that are required but not graded. 
 

1. Initial Paper—Problem or Topic of Interest, including Search Strategy Description (Starting Point) 
2. Develop One Argument to be used in the Literature Review  
3. Annotated Bibliography of Articles Read (10)—Building Toward an Integrated Review 
4. Interim Paper—Toward an Integrated Review of Literature 
5. Improvement Plan for Writing & Evidence of Improvement (3 postings) 
6. Final Paper—An Integrated Review of Relevant Literature 
7. Participation/Engagement 

 
Making a Good Argument--Develop One Argument for Lit. Review 

Assignment Type Assignment Points Assignment Weight 
Initial Paper (5 pgs.)  Problem/Topic of Interest, including search strategy 100 5% 
Making a Good Argument--Develop One Argument for Lit. Review 100 5% 
Annotated Bibliography of Articles Read on Topic of Choice (10) 100x10= 1000 20% 
Interim Paper—Toward an Integrated Review of Literature 100  20% 
Improvement Plan for Writing & Evidence of Improvement  100x3=300 10% 
Final Paper—An Integrated Review of Relevant Literature                          100 30% 
Participation / Engagement 100  10% 
Total 1,800 100% 

http://www.wilmu.edu/education/organizational-learning-doctorate-curriculum.aspx
http://www.wilmu.edu/bookstore
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/1/
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Further information about these assignments is posted on Blackboard.  All assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale, but the calculation of 
final grades will take into account the assignment weights indicated in the above table.  Grading will be done according to Wilmington University 
grading policy for graduate studies: 95-100=A; 92-94=A-; 89-91=B+; 86-88=B; 83-85=B-; 80-82=C+; 77-79=C; 74-76=C-; <74=F.  B indicates 
competent performance in the class.  An A in the class means your performance was exemplary, and an A- indicates excellence. A B- means your 
performance was marginal, and grades in the C category will result in probationary status. 
 
An incomplete grade may be given if a student is unable to complete course requirements for reasons that are beyond the student’s control.  
Incomplete grades are not given for unsatisfactory performance, busy family/work circumstances, or moderate illnesses. An Incomplete grade 
requires the approval of the instructor.  Specific terms of an extension, if granted, are at the discretion of the instructor, but generally are limited to 
a few days.   
 
College of Education Attendance Policy: 
 
In the College of Education, faculty must approve all requests for absences that are exceptions to the University policy. Vacations are not 
considered legitimate reasons for missing classes. Faculty must be contacted prior to class in all cases except valid emergencies. Failure to obtain 
approval for exceptions may result in lowering the final passing grade or assigning a FA (failure due to absence). 
 
Students who have registered for a course and never attended the class at all will receive a grade of NA (never attended). Early departures and late 
arrivals will be cumulative toward class absences. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete assignments on the due dates. Students 
who register and enter the course on the drop/add date have four days to complete the first week’s assignments. 
 
Course Materials and Reading List:  Are listed in the Schedule of Activities by Week and in the Reference List at the end of the syllabus.  
Articles or links to articles are provided in Weekly Folders on Course Blackboard site, along with optional reading and viewing materials. 
 
Understanding Learning – Links:  Optional and supplementary readings and links are provided each week on the Course Bb site. I 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR OLI 7101 
 
All learning outcomes in OLI 7101 are related to OLI Leadership Standard 8—Assessment, Evaluation and Research and to 
the WU Graduate Competencies dealing with written communication, disciplined inquiry, and information literacy. 
 
Learning Outcome 1 – Students will be able to identify, characterize and frame organizational leadership, learning and innovation 
problems and issues that have relevance for their work situations and provide appropriate evidence from available library and internet 
resources regarding the nature and extent of the problem/issue.  

Learning Activities/Performance Tasks:  
In addition to readings, class discussions and exercises, students will engage in various information retrieval activities throughout the 
course.  Among these are: 
 Initial Library Scavenger Hunt 
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 Systematic searches for information related to an identified problem or issue of interest. 
 A written characterization of the problem/issue that includes evidence of the nature and extent of the problem. 
 

Learning Outcome 2 – Students will be able to find relevant and valid empirical research related to an identified problem or issue in 
organizational leadership, learning and innovation using a systematic search strategy, library and internet resources.  

Learning Activities/Performance Tasks:  
In addition to readings, class discussions and exercises, students will engage in various research retrieval activities throughout the course.  
Among these are: 
 Creating a concept map of important variables related to the problem/issue and possible research useful to addressing the 

problem/issue. 
 Designing and using a systematic search strategy for retrieving research related to arguments the student plans to make in a 

literature review. 
 Discerning between relevant and irrelevant research based on the validity of the reported research. 
 

Learning Outcome 3 – Students will be able will be able to characterize and distinguish among different quantitative, qualitative, 
mixed-methods, and action research traditions, and the value of the evidence generated by the different research approaches. 
Students will be able to evaluate the quality of empirical studies from different research traditions using criteria appropriate for 
each research approach.  

Learning Activities/Performance Tasks:  
In addition to readings, class discussions and exercises, students will engage in various written activities that demonstrate ability to 
describe and characterize the evidence generated through different approaches to research.  Among these are: 
 Team led discussions of different research traditions  
 Game-Match Research Questions and Research Approaches 
 Completed Annotated Bibliography Forms 

 
Learning Outcome 4 – Students will demonstrate critical acumen in selecting, organizing and assessing the value of empirical evidence in 
building a knowledge base/a set of arguments for an identified problem/issue in organizational leadership, learning, and innovation that 
they may pursue in their dissertation research.  

Learning Activities/Performance Tasks:  
In addition to readings, class discussions and exercises, students will engage in various activities that demonstrate to critically assess the 
value of empirical research and the ability to use the evidence in building the argument(s) to be made in the literature review.  Among 
these are: 
 Presentation of one or more arguments to be used in the literature review for research topic. 
 Critique of colleagues arguments 
 Team led article critiques 
 Completed Annotated Bibliography Forms 
 

Learning Outcome 5 – Students will develop and execute a plan for improving their practice of academic writing that aligns with 
professional expectations as well as Wilmington University’s graduation competency for written communication. 

Learning Activities/Performance Tasks 
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In addition to readings and practice writing assignments conducted in class and on discussion board: 
 Students will work with a partner or team to create a five-week plan for improving their writing capabilities after receiving 

feedback on “Toward an Integrated Review” Paper.  
 Student will submit evidence of improvement at least twice. 

 
Learning Outcome 6 – Students will demonstrate skill in writing an integrated literature review related to an identified problem/issue 
using the style and formatting guidance provided in the APA manual and by other course resources  

Learning Activities/Performance Tasks 
Students will write and submit several assignments that will lead to a final paper (SEA) in the course.  These include: 
Problem/Topic of Interest Paper (5 pages) 
Toward an Integrated Literature Review (7-10 pages, using evidence from at least five reviewed articles) 
An Initial Integrated Literature Review (10-15 pages, using evidence from at least ten reviewed articles) 
 

Brief Explanations of Graded Assignments 
(Detailed Guidelines and Rubrics for all Graded Assignments are provided on Course Blackboard site and will be discussed in first class.)  
 
Get ready to think deeply, read critically, and write in an authentic voice appropriate for academic purposes.  
 

1. Initial Description of Problem/Topic, including search strategy. (5 pages) 
Prior to this assignment students will have selected a research problem/issue related to organizational leadership, learning and/or 
innovation and written a research topic statement for their literature review.  In this paper, students will characterize the problem/issue that 
they have chosen using evidence to substantiate the existence, nature and/or intensity of the problem/issue.  The paper concludes with an 
outline of the search strategy for finding the relevant empirical research to make the argument for further research about the problem/issue. 

2. Making A Good Argument 
Literature reviews provide the foundation for new research.  They are composed of arguments that lead to the conclusion that there are 
unanswered questions requiring further research or that there are logical next steps in advancing our knowledge about a given 
problem/issue.  This assignment gives students practice in stating a claim, identifying the types of evidence needed to define and support 
the claim, and a warrant that logically connects the claim to the evidence.   

3. Annotated Bibliography of Articles Read on Topic of Choice/Interest. 
Good solid evidence is needed to support the claims made in the literature review.  Over the fifteen weeks of the course, students will find 
at least 10 relevant articles (related to one or more of the arguments they intend to make in the literature review) and complete the 
Annotated Bibliography Template provided in the course.  The template requires the student to provide an accurate and complete APA 
formatted reference citation, describe the research questions posed, the literature examined as the foundation for the study, the 
methodology used to answer the research questions and a critically assessment of the validity of results and conclusions drawn by the 
researchers.  

4. Toward an Integrated Review of Literature (Interim Paper) 
Building on the initial description of the problem/topic for the literature review, students will begin building the argument(s) for research 
on this topic using the five articles read during the 1st block. This paper should demonstrate an understanding of how to evaluate the 
validity of empirical research and the ability to synthesize and integrate research findings and conclusions into a logical argument for 
additional research on the topic. The literature review must demonstrate writing prowess as evidence by an authentic and unique voice 
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appropriate for academic writing, an organized flow of arguments, correct mechanics, usage, grammar and spelling, and APA formatting 
in narrative and reference citations. 

5. Five Week Improvement Plan for Writing & Evidence of Improvement 
Disciplined writing practice is key to steadily improving the quality of one’s writing.  After receiving instructor and cohort feedback 
throughout the first block of the course, students will select writing partners and work together to create five-week plans for improving 
each student’s writing. The plan will include specific goals for writing practice throughout the remainder of the course. The plan will be 
posted in the assignment manager and evidence of improvement will be submitted at least twice during the second block.  It is expected 
that the final integrated review of literature will show improvements in the writing areas addressed in the improvement plan.  

6. An Integrated Review of Relevant Literature (SEA)-Final Paper 
Using at least 10 relevant and critically reviewed empirical studies, students will submit an integrated literature review that lays a 
knowledge foundation for research on a topic of interest related to organizational leadership, learning and/or innovation.  The literature 
review should demonstrate an understanding of how to evaluate the validity of empirical research and the ability to synthesize and 
integrate research findings and conclusions into a logical argument for additional research on the topic. The literature review must 
demonstrate writing prowess as evidence by an authentic and unique voice appropriate for academic writing, an organized flow of 
arguments, correct mechanics, usage, grammar and spelling, and APA formatting in narrative and reference citations. 

7. Participation/Engagement 
Learning is a collaborative venture requiring inquiring minds, honest and open dialogue and appreciation of diverse perspectives. The 
quality of this class depends on the genuinely interested and enthusiastic participation of all cohort members. 

 
Course Schedule and Outline: 
 
Important dates, topics, readings / media, and learning activities / assignments are outlined next. 
 
Pre-Course Schedule: 
 
There are important dates and activities to consider and complete prior to beginning of the course.  More complete information is provided during 
New Student Orientation and on the Course Blackboard site, two weeks prior to the start of classes. 
 

WEEK ACTIVITIES 
July 30  - Attend and Engage in New Student Orientation 
August 15th – September 2nd   
 

- Review the course syllabus and become familiar with the course design and structure 
- Procure course materials (Two texts: APA Manual (6th ed.) Machi & McEvoy, The literature review (3rd ed.) 
- Complete Pre-program OLI Leadership Standards Assessment (Link is in Before 1st Class on menu) 
- Complete APA Assessment (Assessment is in Before 1st Class on Menu) 
- Visit WU online library resources, complete and submit library scavenger hunt in Assignment Mgr.   
- Familiarize yourself with Portfolio Platform and post your most recent resume. 
- Get a head start on Week 1 Readings / Media and Activities / Assignments 
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Semester Schedule 
The semester schedule is tentative and subject to change! More complete information can be found on the course Blackboard site.  There are 
Assignment Managers available in each week for submission of required assignments (see the ACTIVITIES column in the following table).   
 

WEEKS & 
LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

TOPICS READINGS / MEDIA ACTIVITIES / 
ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Ways of 
Knowing  

- Introductions 
- Course Overview & 
Logistics 
  a) Ways of Knowing 
  b) Research jargon 
  c) Approaches to   
Disciplined Inquiry—
Quantitative, 
Qualitative, Mixed-
Methods and Others 
  d) Can Organizational 
Research be Scientific? 
  d) Reading Research 
Literature & Keeping 
track of what you’ve 
read 
  e) Writing in the APA 
Way 
  
 

M&M text - Introduction & Chapter I 
Journal Articles 
Cameron, J., Nairn, K., & Higgins, J. (2009). Demystifying academic 

writing: Reflections on emotions, know-how and academic identity. 
Journal of Geography in Higher Education, 33(2), 269-284. 
doi:10.1080/03098260902734943 

 
Haggerty, K. (2010). Tough love: Professional lessons for graduate 

students. American Sociologist, 41(1), 82-96. doi: 10.1007/s12108-
010-9088-8.  (Pay particular attention to pgs. 88-89). 

Optional:  
Weick, K. (2006). Faith, evidence, and action: Better guesses in an 

unknowable world. Organization Studies, 27(11), 1723-1736. doi: 
10.1177/0170840606068351 

 
 
Week 1 Power Point 
 
Weekly Writing Tip 

During the Week: 
 
Reflect and write about on 
your feelings related to 
Disciplined Inquiry and 
Writing. (For your eyes 
only) Use these reflections 
as a foundation for your 
reflection journal in OLI 
7100 or for discussion 
board posting. 
 
Discussion Board Posting 
 
 
Begin working on the 
exercises in Chap. 1 of 
M&M text. 

2.  Mapping 
Research 
Territory 

Selecting and 
Describing a Research 
Topic  
a) Interests & Research 
Topics  
 b) Importance of the 
Literature Review 
 c) Concept Mapping of 
Research Territory 
 d) Finding Relevant 
Research Articles 
 

M&M text—Reread Chapter I  
Journal Article(s) 

Davies, M. (2011). Concept mapping, mind mapping, and argument 
mapping: What are the differences and do they matter? Higher 
Education, 2(3), 279-301. doi: 10.1007/s10734-010-9387-6 

 
Optional:  

Jacobs, R. (2013). Developing a dissertation research problem: A guide for 
doctoral students in human resource development and adult 
education. New Horizons in Adult Education and Human Resource 
Development, 25(3), 103-117. doi:10.1002/nha3.20034 

 

- Complete Exercises in 
Chap. 1 of M&M text.  
-Create a concept map of 
research territory related to 
your research interest. 
 
-Librarian Visit  
 
Discussion Board Postings: 
1.Preliminary Research 
Topic Statement (arrived at 
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Search Tips 
Review Annotated 
Bibliography Form  

Chumney, F. (2015). Choosing a dissertation topic. [Video]. Retrieved 
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Az7JozSC-xc 
 
Kool, R. (2014). Finding a thesis topic. [Video]. Retrieved from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjdV1SO9aVo 
 
Week 2 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 

through Chapter 1 
exercises) 
2. Concept Map  
 

3.  Think 
First—What 
are your 
hypotheses 
about the 
topic?  
What is 
already 
known about 
your topic/ 
problem/ 
issue? 
 

Searching for and 
Finding the “Right” 
Research Literature 
a) How does your 

current thinking 
inform your search 
for the right 
literature? 

b) How do you know 
you’ve found 
relevant, good 
quality research 
studies? 

 
Search Tips 
Organizing Tips 
Systems for Keeping 
Track of What you’ve 
found and read. 

M&M text—Chapter 2 
One Learner-selected journal article (Use Annotated Bibliography 
Template) 
Belcher, B., Rasmussen, K., Kemshaw, M., & Zornes (2016). Defining 

and assessing research quality in a transdisciplinary context. Research 
Evaluation, 25(1), 1-17. doi: https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvv025 

 
 
Week 3 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Complete Exercises in 
Chap. 2 of M&M Text  
 
-Complete and submit in 
Assign. Mgr. Annotated 
Bibliography form for one 
learner selected article read 
during Week 3. 
 
Draft search strategy to 
include in Problem/Topic 
of Interest paper. 

4. Developing 
Arguments 
for Your 
Literature 
Review 

Arguments consist of 
claims, evidence and 
warrants. 
 
1. Different types of 
claims and evaluating 
their acceptability. 
2.Turning data into 
evidence. 
3.Linking evidence to 
claims through warrant 

M&M text-- Chapters 3 
Journal Article  
Rewhorn, S. (2018). Writing your successful literature review. Journal of 

Geography in Higher Education, 42(1), 143-147. Retrieved from 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2017.1337732 

 
Week 4 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 

-Post in the Assignment 
Manager Problem/Topic of 
Interest Paper-5 page, 
include search strategy for 
literature review. 
-Post One Argument you 
Plan to Develop in your 
Literature Review on the 
Discussion Board.  Review 
and respond to classmates’ 
arguments. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Az7JozSC-xc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjdV1SO9aVo
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvv025
https://doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2017.1337732
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5. Qualitative 
Research 

Assessing the Quality 
of Qualitative 
Research 
 
What is qualitative 
research? 
Different Qualitative 
traditions 
Collecting and 
Analyzing qualitative 
data. 
How does one know 
whether it’s a good 
qualitative study? 

Journal Articles 
M&M (2018) text-Read Chapter 4 
Tracy S. (2010). Qualitative quality: Eight “big-tent” criteria for excellent 

qualitative research. Qualitative Inquiry, 16, 837-851. 
doi:10.1177/1077800410383121 

 
Gordon, J., & Patterson, J. (2013). Response to Tracy’s under the “big 

tent”: Establishing universal criteria for evaluating qualitative 
research. Qualitative Inquiry, 19(9), 689-695. 
doi:10.1177/1077800413500934 

 
Two learner-selected qualitative journal articles (Use Annotated 
Bibliography Template) 
 
Week 5 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 

Complete Annotated 
Bibliography forms for two 
learner selected qualitative 
research articles read 
during Week 5 and post 
through assignment 
manager. 
 
 

6. Descriptive 
Quantitative 
Research 

Assessing the Quality of 
Descriptive 
Quantitative Literature 
   
 -- What is descriptive 
quantitative research?  
    --Needs Assessment 
    --Survey Research 
    --Consumer/Job 
Satisfaction 
--Other kinds of 
quantitative research. 
Collecting and 
analyzing descriptive 
quantitative data 
Assessing the quality of 
descriptive quantitative 
studies 
 

Journal Articles 
M&M (2018) text-Read Chapter 5 
Ponto, J. (2015). Understanding and evaluating survey research. Journal 

of the Advanced Practitioner in Oncology, 6(2), 168–171. Retrieved 
from 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4601897/ 
 
Burns, K. E. A., & Kho, M. E. (2015). How to assess a survey report: A 

guide for readers and peer reviewers. CMAJ : Canadian Medical 
Association Journal, 187(6), E198–E205. doi: 10.1503/cmaj.140545  
Retrieved from 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4387061/ 
 
Clearinghouse for Labor and Evaluation Research (2014, July).  

Guidelines for reviewing quantitative descriptive studies.  Retrieved 
from 
https://clear.dol.gov/sites/default/files/CLEAROperationalDescriptive
StudyGuidelines.pdf 

 
 
Week 6 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 
 

 
Find a partner to peer 
review your Interim Lit. 
Review Paper 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4601897/
http://doi.org/10.1503/cmaj.140545
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4387061/
https://clear.dol.gov/sites/default/files/CLEAROperationalDescriptiveStudyGuidelines.pdf
https://clear.dol.gov/sites/default/files/CLEAROperationalDescriptiveStudyGuidelines.pdf
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7. Writing a 
Literature 
Review is an 
Iterative 
Process 
 
Draft One-
Toward an 
Integrated 
Review 

Writing According to 
APA style and 
formatting 
Requirements 
  Writing Clearly and       
Concisely 
  Mechanics of Style 
  Crediting Sources—
Quoting, Paraphrasing 
and Plagiarism 
Review 
Requirements/Rubrics 
for Interim Lit Review 
Paper 

M&M text- Read Chapter 6 
Two learner selected quantitative journal articles (2) 
Optional: 
Farkas, D. (2018). Literature review tips: 5 steps to an outstanding paper. 

Retrieved from 
https://finishyourthesis.com/literature-reviews/ 
 
Pautasso, M. (2013). Ten simple rules for writing a literature review. 

PLOS Computational Biology, 9(7), 1-4.  Retrieved from 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1003149  

 
Randolph, J. (2009). A guide to writing the dissertation literature review. 

Practical Assessment, Research & Evaluation, 14(13). Available 
online: http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=14&n=13. 

 
Rewhorn, S. (2018) Writing your successful literature review. Journal of 
Geography in Higher Education, 42(1), 143-147, doi: 

10.1080/03098265.2017.1337732 
 
 
Week 7 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 

-Complete Annotated 
Bibliography form for two 
learner selected 
quantitative articles read 
in Week 7. 
- Work on writing and 
editing Interim paper due in 
Week 8. 
-Review partner’s paper 
and offer constructive 
feedback. 
   
 
 

8 – 
READING 
WEEK 

 After posting your paper, enjoy the reading week break.  Toward an Integrated 
Review Paper Due—
Monday of Week 8 
Post in Assignment 
Manager in Week 8. 

9 Good 
Writing is an 
Iterative 
Process   

Draft, Revise, Polish 
Helpful Hints for 
Improving Your 
Writing 
 
Giving and Receiving 
Constructive 
Feedback—Helping 
One Another 
 
A Five-Week Plan for 
Writing Improvement. 

Journal Articles  
One Learner selected journal article (Use Annotated Bibliography 
template) 
 

Donovan, S. (2011). Ten rules of academic writing. Journal of Scholarly 
Publishing, 42(2), 262-267. doi:10.3138/jsp.42.2.262 

 
Olmanson, J., Kennett, K., Magnifico, A., McCarthey, S., Searsmith, D., 

Cope, B., & Kalantzis. (2016). Visualizing revision: Leveraging 
student-centered between-draft diagramming data in support of 
academic writing development. Technology, Knowledge and 
Learning, 21(1), 99-123. doi: 10.1007/s10758-015-9265-5. Retrieved 

Individual Feedback 
Meetings with instructor to 
Review Interim Paper 
-Complete Annotated 
Bibliography form for one 
learner selected article read 
during week 9 and post in 
assignment manager. 
 
-Form writing partnerships 
and meet to set agenda with 
each other for improving 

https://finishyourthesis.com/literature-reviews/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1003149
http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=14&n=13
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from 
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1241&co
ntext=teachlearnfacpub 

 
Nelson, J. S., Range, L. M., Ross, M. B. (2012). A checklist to guide 

graduate students’ writing. International Journal of Teaching & 
Learning in Higher Education, 24(3), 376-382. Retrieved from 
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE1295.pdf 

 
Optional: 

Cho, K., Schunn, C., & Charney, D. (2006). Commenting on writing. 
Written Communication, 23(3), 260-294. doi: 
10.177/0741088306289261 

 
Nelson, M., & Schunn, C. (2009). The nature of feedback: How different 

types of peer feedback affect writing performance. Instructional 
Science, 37(4), 375-401. Retrieved from 
www.lrdc.pitt.edu/schunn/papers/nelson-schunn-is2009.pdf 

Week 9 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 

writing of each person on 
the team during next 5 
weeks. 
 
-Post your individual 5 Wk. 
plan in assignment 
Manager. 

10 Structure Organization is the 
foundation of good 
academic writing 
 
Provide a path for the 
reader 
  Logical arguments 
  Connections 
  Headings--Sign Posts 

Week 10 Journal Articles  
Institute for Writing & Rhetoric, Dartmouth. (2015). Considering 

structure and organization. Retrieved from https://writing-
speech.dartmouth.edu/learning/materials-first-year-
writers/considering-structure-and-organization 

Herzberg, K. (2018, April 24th). Why organization is so important in 
writing. [Blog Post].Retrieved from 
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/organization-tips-for-writers/ 

 
Week 10 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tips 

Post evidence of how one 
writing issue is being 
addressed in the 
Assignment Manager. 
 
Discussion Board Post 
 
 
 

11 MUGS—
Mechanics, 
Usage, 
Grammar 
and Spelling 

The devil is in the 
details.   
Punctuation 
Spelling 
Usage 
Grammar 

APA Manual—Chapters 3 & 4  
Two Learner selected journal articles  
Journal Articles 
 
 
Week 11 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 

Discussion Board Post- 
MUGS Confession and 
how you remind yourself to 
correct. 
-Complete Annotated 
Bibliography form for two 
articles read during Week 
11. 

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1241&context=teachlearnfacpub
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1241&context=teachlearnfacpub
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE1295.pdf
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12 Let’s work 
on APA 
formatting 
details 

What you’ve always 
wanted to know about 
APA style and 
formatting. 
Headings 
Citations 
Tables & Figures 
 

APA Manual— Headings p. 62-63; Citations-Chapters 6 & 7; Tables 
& Figures-Chapter 5. 
 
 
Week 12 Power Point 
 
Weekly Writing Tip 

According to APA Game— 
Team Competition 
 
Post evidence of how 
another writing issue is 
being addressed in 
Assignment Manager. 

13 Style and 
Voice 

Developing your 
academic writing 
identity. 
 
Maintaining your voice 
within the framework of 
academic writing. 
 
 

Week 13 Journal Articles  
Two Learner selected journal articles (Use Annotated 
Bibliography Template) 
 
Optional 
Gardner, R. (2010, July 30). What is writer’s voice? [Blog post]. Retrieved 

from https://rachellegardner.com/what-is-writers-voice/ 
Gray, G. (2017). Academic voice in scholarly writing. The Qualitative 

Report, 22(1), 179-196.   Retrieved from 
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/tqr/vol22/iss1/10  

 
Week 13 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 
 

Complete Annotated 
Bibliography form for two 
articles read during week 
13 
 
Discussion Board Posting 
 

14 Editing 
and Polishing 
the 
Literature 
Review 

 
Review Paper 
Guidelines and Rubric 

Week 14 Journal Articles (See BB) 
Donovan, S. (2011). Ten rules of academic writing. Journal of 

Scholarly Publishing, 42(2), 262-267. doi:10.3138/jsp.42.2.262 
Week 14 Power Point 
Weekly Writing Tip 

Edit, Review, Polish your 
paper. 
Provide constructive  to 
writing partner. 
 
Final Paper Due 

15  It’s a 
Wrap 
 

Reviewing Where 
We’ve Been 
Wrap Up Celebration 

What’s Next!   

 

-Post final reflection that 
indicates how you will 
continue to work on 
reading and writing during 
next course. 
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