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I.  RATIONALE: 

This course provides the student with an overview of policy issues involving the economy, 

welfare and income, as well as their interdependence and importance to the government.  The 

policies governments establish and their rationale will be explored.  Finally, the importance of 

policy analysis and evaluation will be discussed.  By the end of the course, the student will have 

an understanding of the competing factors which impact on the establishment of governmental 

policies and those involving the economy, welfare and income.  

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

 Goal A:  Students will recognize the importance of policy research in establishing a  

     framework for policy analysis.  

 

   Learning Outcomes:  The student will 

 

  A-1 Demonstrate an understanding of how efficiency and effectiveness are  

   important but sometimes difficult to achieve in policy  

   implementation.  

  A-2 Demonstrate and use the various sources of data and information that  

   are useful for policy analysis.  

 

 Goal B:  Students will identify the social, financial and political factors which impact on  

    governmental policies.   

 

  Learning Outcomes:  The student will 

  B-1  Describe and illustrate, if and how institutional racism is still as force in 

   US welfare policy despite laws to mitigate it. 

  B-2 Describe the strengths and weaknesses of using non-discriminating  

   policies and affirmative actions as strategies of reducing discrimination.  

  B-3 Demonstrate an understanding of the various explanations and theories  

   of poverty in the U.S.  

  B-4 Critically analyze the merits and demerits of using employment or work- 

   based strategies to reduce poverty.   
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 Goal C:  Students will understand the general process involved in the making of 

    governmental policy.   

 

  Learning Outcomes:  The student will 

 

  C-1 Demonstrate an understanding of how policies are made in the U.S. 

  C-2 Show a grasp of the technical aspects of the policy process including the 

   roles of committees, viability of a proposed policy and the budget  

   considerations of a proposed policy. 

 

 Goal D:  Students will be able to describe the impact of tax policy and income  

    distribution on the ability of government to raise revenue to fund its programs. 

 

  Learning Outcomes:  The student will 

 

  D-1 Demonstrate an understanding of the tax policy in the U.S. with its  

   implications on the provision social welfare services and poverty. 

  D-2 Critically analyze the distinctions between progressive and regressive  

   taxation policies and their implications on inequality and poverty. 

 

 Goal E:  Students will be able to explain how healthcare, social insurance, public  

    assistance and housing impact on the governmental budgetary and policy  

    process. 

 

  Learning Outcomes:  The student will 

 

  E-1 Critically analyze some of the endemic problems with the various  

   programs concerning benefits to vulnerable population. 

  E-2 Analyze the strengths, weaknesses and challenges facing the social 

   security system in the US today. 

E-3  Demonstrate an understanding of the major trends and issues  

   surrounding the welfare programs. 

  E-4 Critically analyze the parameters of the major issues in the U.S. health 

   care system including programs, access, costs, effectiveness and  

   efficiency. 

  E-5 Demonstrate an understanding of the major structural factors  

   associated with the high costs of health services in the U.S.  

  E-6 Demonstrate a comprehension of how welfare ideology shapes  

   health care provision in the U.S.  

 

 Goal F:  Students will be able to explain how various factors affect low income home  

    ownership and how the USDA and farm policies impact the issues of hunger 

    and the environment both naturally and worldwide. 

 

  Learning Outcomes:  The student will 

 

F-1 Demonstrate critical skills in assessing the institutional, individual and 

 communal factors that create barriers for lower-income households to 

own and keep their homes. 
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F-4 Demonstrate an ability to pinpoint and assess US Farming policy issues 

in relation to national and global environmental and sustainability 

concerns. 
 

 Goal G:  Students will be able to explain how criminal justice and homeland security  

     issues impact on public policy. 

 

  Learning Outcomes:  The student will 

 

  G-1 Demonstrate an understanding of the link between drugs, violence, 

   poverty and the criminal justice system in the U.S.  

  G-2 Describe the issues of national security versus individual liberties. 

  G-3 Explain the inherent competition that exists for funding between social 

   service/welfare policies and national defense policies. 

    

Goal H:  Students will be able to understand the importance of mental health and  

substance abuse policies in the civilian and military communities.  

Additionally, students will demonstrate effective mastery of the stated course 

objectives.   

 Learning Outcomes:  The student will 

 

 H-1 Satisfactorily demonstrate knowledge and competence in the inter- 

  relationship of economic, welfare and income policy. 

 H-2 Demonstrate and understanding of the challenges of mental health 

  care service provision in the US vis-à-vis the role of state and the 

  Federal Government.  

F-2 Critically assess the role of government and non-governmental agencies  

  in providing housing through hosing initiatives.  

F-3  Demonstrate critical skills in understanding the role played by the USDA 

in alleviating hunger and food insecurity. 


