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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

Public policy and political science students should be aware of the process by which education 

public policy is made on national, state and local levels. Students will learn how public education 

issues are conceptualized by parents and educators, considered by policymakers, how these 

policies unfold, and how policymakers respond and change policies over a period of time.  

 

   COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 

GOAL A: Students will develop an understanding of the history of public education 

policy in the United States. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

1. Students will develop an understanding of the history of public education 

policy in the United States. 

2. Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

3. Learn how the role of government in public education policy has changed 

throughout the history of the United States. 

4. Explain 4 distinct periods of education public policy in United States history.  

5. Know how public education policies of today relate to the political and 

economic developments of the past.  

6. Provide an analysis of why the education policy making of today is turbulent.  

7. Define and explain some current education policy issues and how they are 

being addressed in public policy  

8. Understand the proper context and background for contemporary education 

public policy issues.  

9. Explain and understand 4 different frameworks of analysis when analyzing a 

public policy and relate these frameworks to education public policy.  

10. Be able to project what public education policy will be like in the future based 

on past and current history.  

11. Understand and explain the importance of the 1983 Federal Department of 

Labor report "A Nation at Risk" and it’s continuing impact on the education 

reform movement in the United States.  
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12. Demonstrate effective mastery of these objectives through proficient written 

and oral expression.   

GOAL B: Students will develop an understanding of the education policy process.  

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

1. Develop a comprehensive idea as to what a public policy is and how it is 

developed and implemented. 

2. Understand how we can determine what actual public education policy the 

government is pursuing.  

3. Know how public education policies of today relate to the political and 

economic developments of the past.  

4. Understand and explain the unique and distinct steps of the public policy 

process.  

5. Understand and explain the public policy process as it relates to public 

education policy.  

6. Understand and explain the education public policy process of school 

desegregation and how it had an impact on other public policy areas.  

7. Define and explain the uses of power in developing and implementing public 

policy.  

8. Have a working knowledge of policy environment.  

9. Understand the 1954 Supreme Court Brown vs. Board decision and its impact 

on public education policy as well as other public policy areas.  

10. Understand the difference between the legal concept of segregation and racial 

balance.  

11. Know how changes in the political and economic environment impact public 

education policy.  

12. Begin to understand the concept of political power and its impact on public 

policy formulation and implementation.  

13. Have a working knowledge of how demographics can impact on public 

policy.  

14. Have a working knowledge of the Elementary and Secondary School Acts of 

1965 

15. Demonstrate an effective mastery of these objectives through proficient 

written and oral expression.  

 

GOAL C: Students will develop an understanding of the role of values and ideology in 

the development and implementation of public education policy 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will:  

1. Define political culture and understand what it means to the education public 

policy process. 

2. Understand the difference between a national and local political culture. 

3. Define political values that have an impact on the development of public 

education policy. 

4. Understand how political ideologies have come to influence education public. 
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5. Be able to readily identify the values and ideological positions that are behind 

the various policy positions of policy makers and policy influencers. 

6. Understand how policy makers can act effectively in an increasingly 

ideological policy environment. 

7. Have a rudimentary understanding of the State of Delaware Education Public 

Policy. 

8. Be able to explain and give examples of how local and state customs and 

traditions can have an impact on local public education policy makers 

and their resultant policy decisions.  

9. Have an understanding of the initial Elementary and Secondary Schools Act 

of 1966 and its role as part of President Johnson's Great Society programs of 

the 1960's.  

10. Demonstrate a proficient mastery of these objectives through the proficient 

written and oral expression. 

 

 

GOAL D: Students will learn who the major actors are in public education policy and 

how they use their influence to affect the public education policy process. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will:  

1. Understand the role of the various policymaking actors that are actively involved 

in the process. 

2. Identify and understand the role of the major participants in the education policy 

process at the state level. 

3. Identify and understand the role of the major participants in the education policy 

process at the federal level. 

4. Understand how each group uses their influence in the education public policy 

process. 

5. Know how policy makers work with these various policy influencers at both a state 

and national level. 

6. Understand how these actors influence the political process as part of the public 

education policy process. 

7. Demonstrate an effective mastery of these objectives through proficient written 

and oral expression.  

GOAL E: Students will learn the stages and the specific features of the stages of the 

public education policy process. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will:  

1. Be able to explain how policy issues are defined and why this is of critical 

importance in the establishment of public policy. 

2. Understand the issue identification process. 

3. Know how policy agendas are established in the political process. 

4. Understand and explain the policy influencers (including the education leaders) at 

different stages of the policy process. 

5. Know the features of the policy formulation process and the policy adoption 

process. 
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6. Identify the critical influencers during each stage of the policy adoption process.  

7. Know the government and non government forums where policy issues are 

discussed and what role they serve in policy development. 

8. Demonstrate an effective mastery of these objectives through proficient written 

and oral expression. 

 

GOAL F: Students will develop an understanding of the transformation process of the 

public education policy process to is actual implementation. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

1. Understand the political process that is part of the policy process.  

2. Have a working knowledge of and be able to explain the “McDonnell and Elmore 

Policy Instruments Model” as a tool for    public policy analysis. 

3. Know that the various strategies for achieving policy goals. 

4. Have a rudimentary knowledge of cost analysis of public policies. 

5. Understand the policy implementation process.  

6. Understand why certain Education Policies are unpopular and will meet with 

resistance from the school leaders and local school districts.  

7. Have an understanding of what factors education leaders must deal with when 

carrying out new public education policy. 

8. Have a working knowledge of public education policy initiatives of the State of 

Delaware. 

9. Understand the general framework of Delaware's participation in the Federal 

Department of Education Race to the Top program.  

10. Demonstrate an effective mastery of these objectives through proficient written 

and oral expression. 

 

GOAL G: Students will learn to evaluate public education policy resistance, cost and 

actual success. 

 

Learning Outcomes: The student will:  

1. Have a knowledge of the 2002  “No Child Left “ legislation and how it addressed 

the initial concerns of a “Nation at Risk.” 

2. Continue to enhance his or her working knowledge of State and local educational 

initiatives. 

3. Know how state and local initiatives are related to the recommendations of “A 

Nation at Risk” and NCLB. 

4. Have a basic understanding of the relationship the role of the state in both 

formulating and carrying out public education policy.  

5. Know how a state initiative differs from a federally funded voluntary or 

mandatory program. 

6. Understand the basic political factors involved with Delaware being selected for a 

Federal Department of Education Race to the Top grant. 

7. Demonstrate an effective mastery of these objectives through proficient written 

and oral expression 

 


