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Course Title: Learner Development and Early Literacy 
 
Course Description: This course explores the fundamental attributes of early 
literacy development and instruction.  After gaining an understanding of the 
connection between early oral language development and literacy skills, students 
will be introduced to the five core components of reading instruction: phonemic 
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  Strategies for 
instruction, assessment, intervention, and family-support will be discussed.  The 
connection between reading and writing will also be addressed. 
 
 

College Education Program Attributes 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight 
essential attributes: 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on 

deconstructing past experiences as learners in coursework and field 
experiences and developing appropriate knowledge of the content and 
discourse of the disciplines to be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e, providing structured opportunities for 

critical reflection on and taking action in one’s daily work; 
5. enabling authentic participation, collegiality and collaboration; 
6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous 

improvement, experimentation, and professional growth; 
7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology 

 
 
 
 

Course Objectives 
Standard 1: Learner Development 
 
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns 
of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, 
linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements 
developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences. 



Standard 2 – Learning Differences 
 

The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse cultures and 
communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to 
meet high standards. 
Standard 7 – Planning for Instruction 
 
The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous 
learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-
disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the 
community context. 
Standard 8 – Instructional Strategies 
 
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage 
learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and 
to build skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways. 
 
 
Learning Topic 1 - Oral Language Development and Concepts of Print 
Learning Activities/Performance Tasks: 
 1. Conduct an oral language observation assessment (video) 
 2. Compile a list of strategies for speaking and listening development in the 
classroom 
 3. Identify elements of a print-rich environment 
 
Learning Topic 2 - Phonemic Awareness and Alphabetic Principle 
Learning Activities/Performance Tasks: 
 1. DIBELS – First Sound Fluency assessment 
 2. Create three mini-lessons to build phonemic awareness 
 
Learning Topic 3 - Phonics, Work Attack Skills and Stages of Spelling  
Learning Activities/ Performance Tasks: 
 1. DIBELS – Nonsense Word Fluency assessment 
 2. Analyze a “Words Their Way” spelling assessment 
 3. Create or locate a small group game to teach phonetic skills 
 
Learning Topic 4 - Vocabulary and Comprehension 
Learning Activities/ Performance Tasks: 
 1. Locate and share two graphic organizers that support comprehension 
development and two graphic organizers that support vocabulary development 
 2. Identify key elements of a “close reading” lesson 
 3. Develop strategies to support English language learners (ELL) 
 
 
 
 



Learning Topic 5 - Reading Fluency, Text Complexity and Matching Readers 
with Appropriate Texts 
Learning Activities/ Performance Tasks: 
 1. DIBELS – Oral Reading Fluency assessment 
 2. Create a small group game to reinforce high frequency words 
 3. List various methods of leveling texts 
 4. Provide rationale for matching certain texts to students based on mock 
assessment data 
 
Learning Topic 6 - Writing and Reading Connections 
Learning Activities/ Performance Tasks: 
 1. Identify the stages of writing development 
 2. Identify the stages of the writing process 
 3. Create a lesson plan that integrates writing with reading 
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reading and its implications for reading instruction: Reports of the subgroups  (NIH 
Publication No. 00-4769). Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. 
 
Roe, C. (2014). Teaching Difficult Text: Using Close Reading for Text Success. 
Reading Teacher, 68(4), 266. doi:10.1002/trtr.1284 
 
Stahl, S. A. (1992). Saying the "P" Word: Nine Guidelines for Exemplary Phonics 
Instruction. Reading Teacher, 45(8), 618-25. 
 
Yopp, H. K., & Yopp, R. H. (2000). Supporting phonemic awareness development in 
the classroom. Reading Teacher, 54(2), 130.  
 
 
 
Structured External Assignment: Integrating all of the topics covered in this 
course, students will create a portfolio to demonstrate their understanding of and 
ability to provide exemplary instruction in what the National Reading Panel has 
called the “Big Five” areas of reading instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, 
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension.  The portfolio should be broken into five 
sections (as identified above).  Each section should contain a one-page summary of 
the key area of reading instruction, a lesson plan exemplifying best practices in the 
area, an assessment tool targeted to the area, two intervention strategies that could 
be utilized with struggling readers or ELL’s, and a suggestion to help families 
support the area of development at home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RDG 203 SEA Portfolio Rubric 
 

 EXEMPLARY ACCOMPLISHED SATISFACTORY UNSATISFACTORY 
Phonemic 
Awareness 

10 points 9 points 8 points 0 points 

Summary 
Overview 

Overview of the component 
is accurate, thorough, and 
relates to other components 
of reading instruction.  At 
least two sources are 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate and 
somewhat relates to other 
components of reading 
instruction.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate but 
relation to other 
components of reading is 
missing.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview is inaccurate 
or missing and/or 
outside sources are not 
references or cited. 

Lesson Plan (x2) Lesson plan exemplifies best 
practices related to the 
reading component, as 
discussed within the course.  
Plan is detailed and 
complete, following the WU 
template. 

Lesson plan demonstrates 
best practices related to 
the reading component, as 
discussed within the 
course.  Plan complete, 
following the WU template. 

Lesson plan only 
somewhat demonstrates 
understanding of the 
reading component and 
follows the WU template.  
Sections may be missing. 

Lesson plan does not 
target the reading 
component, is missing, 
and/or does not follow 
the WU template. 

Assessment Tool Description of the 
assessment tool is detailed 
and accurate.  Selected tool 
is highly effective at 
targeting the reading 
component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is mostly 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
inaccurate, missing or 
the selected tool does 
not target the reading 
component. 

Intervention 
Strategies 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
highly effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Detailed descriptions are 
provided. 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
effective for targeting the 
reading component.  
Descriptions are provided. 

Intervention strategies 
may be research-based 
and effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Descriptions are lacking. 

Intervention strategies 
are inappropriate or 
missing and/or 
descriptions are not 
provided. 

At-Home Support 
Strategy 

Description of the strategy is 
detailed and accurate, in 
“parent-friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is highly 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home use. 

Description of the strategy 
is accurate, in “parent-
friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is accurate but 
difficult for a parent to 
understand.  Selected 
strategy somewhat 
targets the reading 
component and is 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is inaccurate, 
missing, and/or the 
selected strategy does 
not target the reading 
component. 

Phonics 10 points 9 points 8 points 0 points 
Summary 
Overview 

Overview of the component 
is accurate, thorough, and 
relates to other components 
of reading instruction.  At 
least two sources are 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate and 
somewhat relates to other 
components of reading 
instruction.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate but 
relation to other 
components of reading is 
missing.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview is inaccurate 
or missing and/or 
outside sources are not 
references or cited. 

Lesson Plan (x2) Lesson plan exemplifies best 
practices related to the 
reading component, as 
discussed within the course.  
Plan is detailed and 
complete, following the WU 
template. 

Lesson plan demonstrates 
best practices related to 
the reading component, as 
discussed within the 
course.  Plan complete, 
following the WU template. 

Lesson plan only 
somewhat demonstrates 
understanding of the 
reading component and 
follows the WU template.  
Sections may be missing. 

Lesson plan does not 
target the reading 
component, is missing, 
and/or does not follow 
the WU template. 

Assessment Tool Description of the 
assessment tool is detailed 
and accurate.  Selected tool 
is highly effective at 
targeting the reading 
component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is mostly 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
inaccurate, missing or 
the selected tool does 
not target the reading 
component. 



Intervention 
Strategies 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
highly effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Detailed descriptions are 
provided. 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
effective for targeting the 
reading component.  
Descriptions are provided. 

Intervention strategies 
may be research-based 
and effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Descriptions are lacking. 

Intervention strategies 
are inappropriate or 
missing and/or 
descriptions are not 
provided. 

At-Home Support 
Strategy 

Description of the strategy is 
detailed and accurate, in 
“parent-friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is highly 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home use. 

Description of the strategy 
is accurate, in “parent-
friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is accurate but 
difficult for a parent to 
understand.  Selected 
strategy somewhat 
targets the reading 
component and is 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is inaccurate, 
missing, and/or the 
selected strategy does 
not target the reading 
component. 

Fluency 10 points 9 points 8 points 0 points 
Summary 
Overview 

Overview of the component 
is accurate, thorough, and 
relates to other components 
of reading instruction.  At 
least two sources are 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate and 
somewhat relates to other 
components of reading 
instruction.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate but 
relation to other 
components of reading is 
missing.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview is inaccurate 
or missing and/or 
outside sources are not 
references or cited. 

Lesson Plan (x2) Lesson plan exemplifies best 
practices related to the 
reading component, as 
discussed within the course.  
Plan is detailed and 
complete, following the WU 
template. 

Lesson plan demonstrates 
best practices related to 
the reading component, as 
discussed within the 
course.  Plan complete, 
following the WU template. 

Lesson plan only 
somewhat demonstrates 
understanding of the 
reading component and 
follows the WU template.  
Sections may be missing. 

Lesson plan does not 
target the reading 
component, is missing, 
and/or does not follow 
the WU template. 

Assessment Tool Description of the 
assessment tool is detailed 
and accurate.  Selected tool 
is highly effective at 
targeting the reading 
component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is mostly 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
inaccurate, missing or 
the selected tool does 
not target the reading 
component. 

Intervention 
Strategies 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
highly effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Detailed descriptions are 
provided. 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
effective for targeting the 
reading component.  
Descriptions are provided. 

Intervention strategies 
may be research-based 
and effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Descriptions are lacking. 

Intervention strategies 
are inappropriate or 
missing and/or 
descriptions are not 
provided. 

At-Home Support 
Strategy 

Description of the strategy is 
detailed and accurate, in 
“parent-friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is highly 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home use. 

Description of the strategy 
is accurate, in “parent-
friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is accurate but 
difficult for a parent to 
understand.  Selected 
strategy somewhat 
targets the reading 
component and is 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is inaccurate, 
missing, and/or the 
selected strategy does 
not target the reading 
component. 

Vocabulary 10 points 9 points 8 points 0 points 
Summary 
Overview 

Overview of the component 
is accurate, thorough, and 
relates to other components 
of reading instruction.  At 
least two sources are 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate and 
somewhat relates to other 
components of reading 
instruction.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate but 
relation to other 
components of reading is 
missing.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview is inaccurate 
or missing and/or 
outside sources are not 
references or cited. 

Lesson Plan (x2) Lesson plan exemplifies best 
practices related to the 
reading component, as 

Lesson plan demonstrates 
best practices related to 
the reading component, as 

Lesson plan only 
somewhat demonstrates 
understanding of the 

Lesson plan does not 
target the reading 
component, is missing, 



discussed within the course.  
Plan is detailed and 
complete, following the WU 
template. 

discussed within the 
course.  Plan complete, 
following the WU template. 

reading component and 
follows the WU template.  
Sections may be missing. 

and/or does not follow 
the WU template. 

Assessment Tool Description of the 
assessment tool is detailed 
and accurate.  Selected tool 
is highly effective at 
targeting the reading 
component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is mostly 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
inaccurate, missing or 
the selected tool does 
not target the reading 
component. 

Intervention 
Strategies 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
highly effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Detailed descriptions are 
provided. 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
effective for targeting the 
reading component.  
Descriptions are provided. 

Intervention strategies 
may be research-based 
and effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Descriptions are lacking. 

Intervention strategies 
are inappropriate or 
missing and/or 
descriptions are not 
provided. 

At-Home Support 
Strategy 

Description of the strategy is 
detailed and accurate, in 
“parent-friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is highly 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home use. 

Description of the strategy 
is accurate, in “parent-
friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is accurate but 
difficult for a parent to 
understand.  Selected 
strategy somewhat 
targets the reading 
component and is 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is inaccurate, 
missing, and/or the 
selected strategy does 
not target the reading 
component. 

Comprehension 10 points 9 points 8 points 0 points 
Summary 
Overview 

Overview of the component 
is accurate, thorough, and 
relates to other components 
of reading instruction.  At 
least two sources are 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate and 
somewhat relates to other 
components of reading 
instruction.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview of the 
component is accurate but 
relation to other 
components of reading is 
missing.  One source is 
appropriately cited. 

Overview is inaccurate 
or missing and/or 
outside sources are not 
references or cited. 

Lesson Plan (x2) Lesson plan exemplifies best 
practices related to the 
reading component, as 
discussed within the course.  
Plan is detailed and 
complete, following the WU 
template. 

Lesson plan demonstrates 
best practices related to 
the reading component, as 
discussed within the 
course.  Plan complete, 
following the WU template. 

Lesson plan only 
somewhat demonstrates 
understanding of the 
reading component and 
follows the WU template.  
Sections may be missing. 

Lesson plan does not 
target the reading 
component, is missing, 
and/or does not follow 
the WU template. 

Assessment Tool Description of the 
assessment tool is detailed 
and accurate.  Selected tool 
is highly effective at 
targeting the reading 
component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is mostly 
accurate.  Selected tool is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component. 

Description of the 
assessment tool is 
inaccurate, missing or 
the selected tool does 
not target the reading 
component. 

Intervention 
Strategies 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
highly effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Detailed descriptions are 
provided. 

Intervention strategies are 
research-based and proven 
effective for targeting the 
reading component.  
Descriptions are provided. 

Intervention strategies 
may be research-based 
and effective for targeting 
the reading component.  
Descriptions are lacking. 

Intervention strategies 
are inappropriate or 
missing and/or 
descriptions are not 
provided. 

At-Home Support 
Strategy 

Description of the strategy is 
detailed and accurate, in 
“parent-friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is highly 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home use. 

Description of the strategy 
is accurate, in “parent-
friendly” language.  
Selected strategy is 
effective at targeting the 
reading component and 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is accurate but 
difficult for a parent to 
understand.  Selected 
strategy somewhat 
targets the reading 
component and is 
appropriate for at-home 
use. 

Description of the 
strategy is inaccurate, 
missing, and/or the 
selected strategy does 
not target the reading 
component. 



Formatting 10 points 9 points 8 points 0 points 
Portfolio 
Organization 

Portfolio is comprehensive, 
presented in a highly 
organized manner that 
makes it easy and enjoyable 
to read and understand. 

Portfolio is comprehensive, 
presented in an organized 
manner. 

Portfolio is organized into 
the necessary sections but 
may be less easy to read 
and understand. 

Portfolio is not 
appropriately organized 
into the necessary 
sections, making it 
difficult to read. 

Professionalism Portfolio is a model of high 
standards of 
professionalism.  It is 
attractive and flawless in 
regard to grammar and 
spelling. 

Portfolio demonstrates 
high standards of 
professionalism.  It is 
attractive with no more 
than three 
spelling/grammatical 
errors. 

Portfolio demonstrates 
professionalism, but 
spelling and/or 
grammatical errors 
detract from its 
effectiveness. 

Professionalism is not 
exhibited.  Portfolio is 
not satisfactory in 
appearance and/or 
errors are pervasive. 

 
Total Grade:  __________/320 
 
 
 


