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College of Education 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

Course Number: RDG 302  
 
Course Title:  Literature for Children 
 
Term: 
 
Faculty Member: 
 
Faculty Contact Information: 
 

Course Description: 

This course is a study of literature for children and is designed to introduce students to both 
classic and contemporary materials related to children’s literature. The course will emphasize 
the development of knowledge of literature and how to effectively integrate that knowledge 
into the curriculum. Students will learn how to evaluate and select appropriate literature for 
children through consideration of age, values, cultural, and linguistic backgrounds.  
 
Minimum Time Requirements (in clock hours):  
 

Teacher Led Instruction SEA Fieldwork/Clinical Lab 
External 
Learnin

g 
 35 5 0 0 0 
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Course Objectives 

InTASC Standards 
Interstate Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium 

Standard 5 - Application of Content 
Standard 8 – Instructional Strategies 

 

Learning Methods and Course Objectives: 
A variety of learning methods will be employed in all formats of this course.  Strategies 
employed by all faculty will be differentiated instruction, collaborative activities, and 
personalized learning and feedback.  Course objectives include: 

• Exposure to a variety of children’s literature.  
• Examine various genres, titles, and authors and explore selection criteria for choosing 

quality books.  
• Learn ways to interact with literature and find literature to spark interest in your 

students in order to encourage a love of reading. 
 
Learning Topic 1 – Application of Content (InTASC Standard 5) 
The teacher develops and implements supports for learner literacy development across content 
areas. 
 
Learning Topic 2 – Instructional Strategies (InTASC Standard 8) 
The teacher understands how content and skill development can be supported by media and 
technology and knows how to evaluate these resources for quality, accuracy, and effectiveness. 
 
Course Guide: 
 
Week # 
 

Topics Assignments Points 

College Education Program Attributes 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight essential attributes: 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on deconstructing past experiences as 

learners in coursework and field experiences and developing appropriate knowledge of the content 
and discourse of the disciplines to be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e., providing structured opportunities for critical reflection on and 

taking action in one’s daily work; 
5. enabling authentic participation, collegiality and collaboration; 
6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous improvement, 

experimentation, and professional growth; 
7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology 
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Week 1 To get started, we will explore the background of the field of 
children's literature and why children's books are so 
important. We will also examine book selection and book 
awards, and look at children's responses to literature. Each 
week, there will be a "featured books" section with a few 
highlighted titles and a "meet the author" interview. Check 
out this section for some recommendations and ideas as you 
begin your own collection of titles.  
 

Classroom 
Introductions 
Reading 
Autobiography 
Assignment 
Week 1 Discussion 
 

0 
 

5 
 
 

5 

Week 2 
 

We'll continue that introduction some by looking at the 
history of children's literature, the rise of the children's book 
as we know it, and the importance of multicultural 
literature. We'll also explore early literacy and beginning 
children's stories: nursery rhymes, ABC and concept books, 
easy readers, etc. 

Multicultural Reader 
Response Journal 
Week 2 Discussion 
 

5 
 

5 

Week 3 
 

This week begins our journey into the standard genres of 
children's literature. We will focus on picture books and 
traditional literature. We will continue our small group 
sharing and look at some graphic organizers for comparison. 

Cinderella 
Compare/Contrast 
Graphic Organizer 
Week 3 Discussion 

5 
 
 

5 
Week 4  
 

We continue with two genre focuses this week: Modern 
Fantasy and Poetry. You'll share your finds in these 
categories with your small groups and will also discuss your 
visits to your local libraries.  

Library Visit Evaluation 
SEA Annotated 
Bibliography: First 15 
Week 4 Discussion 

5 
30 

 
5 

Week 5 We'll pause in our study of specific genres and focus more 
on literature-based programs in general. We'll look 
specifically at using children's books to connect to the arts 
and we'll explore various ways to encourage reading and 
interact with literature in your classrooms. We will also 
discuss censorship and how that issue can impact your 
reading selections. 

The Rainbow Fish 
Literature Circle 
Week 5 Discussion 
 

5 
 

5 

Week 6 
 

We will resume our focus on specific genres in children's 
literature by exploring realistic fiction, mystery, and 
historical fiction. We will also examine some online 
interactives to see how they can be used with students to 
support their reading. 

Online Interactive 
Evaluation 
Week 6 Discussion 

5 
 

5 

Week 7   
 

We will emphasize informational writing. Our specific genre 
focus will be on biography and nonfiction. While certainly 
different from the fictional genres we have explored so far, 
nonfiction is just as important to students and to your 
classroom. We will also explore how technology is 
influencing the field of books and reading. 

Course Survey  
SEA Annotated 
Bibliography: Final 15 
BIoCube/K-W-L 
Week 7 Discussion 

 
30 
5 
 

5 
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Teaching Methodology: 

A. Teaching Methods: 
The course is set up in 7 weekly Modules.  Each Module contains assigned readings and 
resources.   

After reviewing the assigned readings and resources each week, you will complete assignments 
to apply and solidify your knowledge.  Constructive feedback will be provided for each 
submitted assignment to aid in your learning process.  At the conclusion of the course, you will 
complete a course survey; your feedback will be used to enhance instructional techniques and 
course redevelopment.   

B. Evaluation Procedure and Grading Policy: 
Grading and feedback will be provided by the instructor in Canvas within a week of the 
assignment due date.   

Assignments are not weighted but rather, have maximum point values.  The maximum point 
value of each assignment is indicated in Canvas.  An overall course grade is obtained by 
calculating the percentage of points earned out of the total points available.  The final 
percentage is converted to a letter grade according to Wilmington University’s grading system.  
Final grades will be submitted within a week of the course end date. 

C. Instructor Policies/Expectations:  
You are expected to be actively engaged and participating in the course through frequent 
review and completion of assigned readings and resources in Canvas as well as the submission 
of assignments.  Also, you should seek the instructor’s help or support immediately as issues 
arise, rather than waiting until the last minute before an assignment is due or at the end of the 
course.   
 
Per the registrar, attendance is recorded weekly and is based on the presence or absence of 
assignments submitted via Canvas during that respective week.  If you do not submit any 
weekly assignments by the due date (Sunday on or before 11:59pm), you will be recorded as 
absent for that week in the Registrar’s attendance system.  Furthermore, per Wilmington 
University policy, if you are marked as absent the first and second week of the course, you will 
be administratively dropped from the course by the Registrar.   
 
Assignment deadlines are upheld in the course. Ensure that you thoroughly familiarize yourself 
each week with the work in your Canvas module and their associated due dates.   Also, please 
ensure that you understand and adhere to your instructor’s late work policy.  
 
Additionally, the Student Success Center requires instructors to send Early Alerts to students 
when assignments are missing and/or when there are other academic concerns or 
commendations. 
 
When interacting with the instructor or fellow teacher candidates, be respectful and use 
language and discussion that is conducive to all students’ learning in this environment; any 
deviations from this expectation will be addressed by the instructor.   



5 
 

 
Lastly, you are accountable for following the WilmU Academic Integrity Policy.  Please do not 
copy and paste content from any resources, including websites, and use as your own work 
because this is considered plagiarism.  You should summarize the content obtained from 
resources in your own words.  If you would like to utilize a quotation to support your ideas, 
please cite and reference using APA formatting 7th Edition.  Similarly, do not share keys or work 
with other current and/or previous students.  If your assignment is run through TurnItIn and 
does not meet expectations for originality, you will be given a 0 for that assignment AND the 
Academic Integrity Policy will be followed.  If you need assistance with APA formatting, please 
refer to the Wilmington University Library resources; the Student Success Center can also assist 
with writing. 
 
Structured External Assignment: 

Create an annotated bibliography!  Your bibliography must include thirty (30) children’s books. 
Your selections may be varied, but must include: 

• At least 5 Picture Books  
• At least 5 Chapter Books  
• At least 5 Informational/Nonfiction Books 

Each bibliography entry should be approximately a page long and must include the following 
essential information (following your heading): 

• Category/Genre 
• Title  
• Author  
• Illustrator  
• Publisher  
• Copyright  
• Number of Pages  
• Classifications/Subjects (can be found on the copyright page) 

The body of your annotation should be a solidly developed paragraph and must include the 
following (as available, depending on the book): 

• Characters (please separate them out on their own line, then continue with the 
paragraph – see the template or examples) 

• Plot Summary/Setting/Theme 
• Detailed information about the illustrations (if any) 

 
Structured External Assignment Rubric:  

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

 

 

Expectation 

Much or all 
essential 
information is 
missing. The 
annotation fails 

Most essential 
information is included 
and accurate. The 
annotation includes plot 
summary and other 

All essential information is 
included and accurate. The 
annotation includes concise but 
effective summary and other 
important information about 
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to convey 
summary and 
evaluation of 
the book. 

important information 
about the book, but 
should more completely 
demonstrate thoughtful 
consideration of its 
quality. 

the book that shows thoughtful 
consideration and leads to an 
understanding of its quality. 
Characters, plot, theme, setting, 
and illustrations are explored 
and evaluated as available. 

 


