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Technical Requirements that may be required to utilize technology in 

this course: 
 A headset or microphone.   
 The latest version of Java 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The focus is on the nature and causes of reading difficulties as well as an 
examination of methods, techniques, and materials used in diagnosing and 
correcting reading-related difficulties. Attention is focused on the learner and 
interpretation of physiological, psychological, sociological, emotional, cultural, 
linguistic and educational factors, which influence reading achievement. Provisions 
are made for identification, analysis, and interpretation of informal and formal 
measures of reading performance and for the development of instructional 
strategies employed in the remediation process. Students are introduced to the 
issues faced by ELLs regarding assessment (i.e. accountability, bias, language 
proficiency, testing accommodations.) 

Prerequisite(s): EDU 102 and EDU 203 
 
 

College Education Program Attributes 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight 
essential attributes: 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on 

deconstructing past experiences as learners in coursework and field 
experiences and developing appropriate knowledge of the content and 
discourse of the disciplines to be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e, providing structured opportunities for 

critical reflection on and taking action in one’s daily work; 
5. enabling authentic participation, collegiality and collaboration; 
6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous 

http://www.java.com/en/download/


improvement, experimentation, and professional growth; 
7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology 

 
 
 

Course Objectives 
Standard 1: Learner Development 
 
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns 
of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, 
linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements 
developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences. 
Standard 2 – Learning Differences 
 
The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse cultures and 
communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to 
meet high standards. 
Standard 3 – Learning Environment 
 
The teacher works with others to create environments that support individual and 
collaborative learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active 
engagement in learning, and self motivation. 
Standard 6 – Assessment 
 
The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage 
learners in their own growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s 
and learner’s decision making. 
 
 
Learning Topic 1 – Literacy Difficulties Defined 
Learning Activities/Performance Tasks: 
 1. Define key vocabulary related to literacy difficulties, disabilities, and 
instruction 
 2. Interview a Reading or ELL Specialist 
 
 
Learning Topic 2 – Assessment and Diagnosis (2 weeks) 
Learning Activities/Performance Tasks: 
 1. Conduct, score and interpret a Running Records assessment (video) 
 2. Preview technology-based assessment programs (ie: Scholastic Reading 
Inventory) 
 3. Analyze group results from a screening assessment (ie: DIBELS) 
 
 



Learning Topic 3 – Classroom Differentiation 
Learning Activities/ Performance Tasks: 
 1. Define various measures of readability (ie: Lexile, grade-level equivalency, 
etc.) 
 2. Explore various literacy block structures that support differentiation (ie: 
Daily 5, Café, Literacy Centers) 
 
 
Learning Topic 4 – Intervention Strategies (2 weeks) 
Learning Activities/ Performance Tasks: 
 1. Identify appropriate intervention strategies for various aspects of literacy 
instruction 
 2. Create appropriately differentiated lesson plans  
 3. Develop strategies to support English language learners (ELL) 
 
Learning Topic 5 – Progress Monitoring & Communication 
Learning Activities/ Performance Tasks: 
 1. Explore reading difficulties in light of the Common Core Standards 
 2. Develop a plan for monitoring student progress and communicating 
results to various school stakeholders 
 

 
Resources: 
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inventories: Keys to data-driven instructional recommendations. Reading & Writing 
Quarterly, 29(3), 288-307. 
 
McEwan-Adkins, E.K. (2010). 40 reading intervention strategies for K-6 students: 
Research-based support for RTI. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press. 
 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. (2000). Teaching 
children to read: An evidence-based assessment of the scientific research literature on 
reading and its implications for reading instruction: Reports of the subgroups  (NIH 
Publication No. 00-4769). Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. 
 
Turse, K.A. & Albrecht, S.F. (2015). The ABCs of RTI: An introduction to the building 
blocks of response to intervention. Preventing School Failure, 59(2), 83-89. 
 
Wixson, K.K. & Lipson, M.Y. (2012). Relations between the CCSS and RTI in literacy 
and language. Reading Teacher, 65(6), 387-391. 
 
 



 
 
Structured External Assignment: By integrating course content, you will create a 
multi-faceted literacy instructional plan.  First, you will read three “Portraits of a 
Struggling Reader” and select one as a case study. Then, you will write an 
instructional plan for the student you selected that includes the following: 

1. An overview of the student you selected and what it is that they are 
struggling with, based on the description provided. 

2. Identify and list two (2) goals that you would have for this student in regards 
to reading development.  Support each goal with at least one Common Core 
State Standard for the student’s grade-level. 

3. List and describe two assessments that you would use to gather additional 
data on this student.  Be sure to explain WHY you selected these assessments. 

4. List and describe three (3) instructional objectives or essential questions that 
you would work on with this student, to meet those individual reading 
development needs.  For each objective, then list two (2) instructional 
techniques you would use with that student to help meet the objective. 

5. Finally, write a one-paragraph plan for how you will communicate with the 
student’s parents regarding their reading progress.  Include two (2) 
suggestions for the parent to help them support the student’s reading at 
home. 

 
 
 
 
Structured External Assignment Rubric: 
 
 



SEA: Literacy Instructional Plan Rubric 
EVALUATION 
CRITERIA 

0 
Unsatisfactory 

4-6 Points 
Satisfactory 

8-10 Points 
Distinguished 

SCORE 

Student 
Overview (X2) 

Student overview is 
missing or does not 
correctly target the 
students’ abilities. 

A summary of the students’ reading abilities is provided, 
based on the case study portrait.  Specific areas of 
weakness are correctly identified. 

A detailed summary of the students’ reading 
abilities is provided, based on the case study 
portrait.  Specific areas of weakness are correctly 
identified and supported with topics taught 
throughout the course. 

 

Goals (X2) Goals are missing. Two goals for the student are presented.  The goals 
loosely target the students’ reading difficulties as 
described in the case study portrait. 

Two goals for the student are presented.  The goals 
specifically target the students’ reading difficulties 
as described in the case study portrait. 

 

Common Core 
Standards (X2) 

Common Core 
Standards are 
missing. 

Common Core Standards are selected to align with each 
goal for the students’ reading growth. 

Grade-specific Common Core Standards are selected 
to align with each goal for the students’ reading 
growth. 

 

Assessments 
(X2) 

Reading assessments 
are missing. 

Two reading assessments are described that would be 
appropriate to use with the student described in the 
case study portrait.  An attempt is made to justify why 
the assessment is selected and how it targets the 
specific reading difficulty. 

Two reading assessments are described that would 
be appropriate to use with the student described in 
the case study portrait.  Justification for why the 
assessment was selected is provided and targets the 
reading difficulties specifically. 

 

Instructional 
Objectives (X3) 

Objectives are 
missing. 

Three instructional objectives are written and 
somewhat target the reading needs of the student based 
on the case study portrait.  The objectives outline 
learning goals, not merely activities. 

Three instructional objectives are written and 
specifically target the reading needs of the student 
based on the case study portrait.  The objectives are 
of high quality and outline learning goals, not 
merely activities. 

 

Instructional 
Techniques (X6) 

Instructional 
techniques are 
missing. 

Six instructional techniques are described (two per 
objective).  They reflect best practices for reading 
instruction.  Each instructional technique relates to the 
specific reading needs of the student, as described in the 
case study portrait. 

Six instructional techniques are described (two per 
objective).  They are of high quality and reflect best 
practices for reading instruction.  Each instructional 
technique appropriately targets the specific reading 
needs of the student, as described in the case study 
portrait. 

 

Parent 
Communication 
Plan (X2) 

Parent 
communication plan 
is missing. 

A parent communication plan is presented.  Two specific 
strategies are shared with parents that mostly target the 
specific reading needs of the student, as described in the 
case study portrait. 

A highly skilled parent communication plan is 
presented.  Two specific strategies are shared with 
parents that appropriately target the specific 
reading needs of the student, as described in the 
case study portrait. 

 

Writing Style Does not write 
response. 

Able to present ideas.  Meets expectations for work at 
this level.  Some punctuation and spelling errors but no 
errors in grammar identified. 

Highly skilled presentation of ideas engages the 
reader.  Work exceeds expectations for this level of 
student.  Absolutely no errors in spelling, 
punctuation, or grammar noted. 

 

Additional 
Comments: 

  Total Rubric Score =  
200 points  

 

 
 


