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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 

 

 
FACULTY MEMBER:     TERM:  

 

COURSE TITLE: Social Justice Advocacy  

 

COURSE NUMBER: SOC 313 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: By defining social justice, and through the presentation and 

discussion of past and current social inequalities, this course encourages students to reflect on 

privilege, equality, and respect for human dignity. Sociological and interpersonal theories will 

support the need for applying a conscious social justice perspective to advocacy efforts. Students 

will reflect on how a social justice agenda is inherent in social movements and how adopting this 

perspective relates to advocacy activities, for both professional advocates as well as social justice 

allies. 

 

COURSE RATIONALE: Social justice means equal justice. The cause of social justice is 

central to occupations in the human services, as well as being reflective of the ideals expressed in 

the U.S. Constitution. With hate crimes rising and inequalities growing in many areas, both 

nationally and globally, this course represents an opportunity to critically engage with 

sociological theory to better understand social and political activities and rhetoric. This course 

will challenge students to recognize their potential to have a positive effect on society. 

 

 

I. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS:  

GOAL A:  

The student will understand how sociological theory relates to social justice perspectives 

Learning Outcomes: The student will:  

A-1: Describe some of the predominant theories underlying social justice perspective 

A-2: Identify implicit theoretical perspectives reflected in examples of social justice 

advocacy  

A-3: Consider the efficacy of applying sociological principles to issues of social justice 

advocacy 

A-4: Research scholarly articles which focus on both sound theory and practice. 

 

GOAL B:  

The student will understand social justice issues  

Learning outcomes: The student will: 



Page 2 of 2 

 

B-1: Identify past and current examples of social injustices 

B-2: Identify the social, economic, and political forces which maintain social inequality 

B-3: Explain the similarities and differences in the experiences of marginalized groups 

B-4: Explain the similarities and differences in the mobilization against stigmatization, 

marginalization, and social injustice 

B-5: Recognize the inherent bigotry in anti-social justice rhetoric  

B-6: Understand the impact of advocacy in social change 

 

GOAL C:  

The student will demonstrate an understanding of the practical aspects of social justice 

advocacy 

Learning outcomes: The student will: 

C-1: Identify community inequalities. 

C-2: Identify economic, political, and/or symbolic means of oppression. 

C-3: Identify community material and symbolic resources. 

C-4: Consider how best to mobilize community resources for social justice reforms. 

 

GOAL D: 

The student will develop a familiarity with the skills necessary to become an effective 

social justice advocate/ally 

Learning outcomes: The student will: 

D-1: Develop theoretically sound and practical plans to advocate for a marginalized 

community.   

D-2: Reflect on the leadership skills necessary to build an effective social justice 

advocacy organization. 

D-3: Determine how to properly use social media and traditional marketing to advocate 

for social justice. 

 

GOAL E: 

Students will analyze ethical considerations of social justice advocacy 

Learning outcomes: The student will: 

E-1: Gain an understanding of the ethics involved in social justice advocacy activities 

E-2: Identity the ethical concerns which much be considered when advocating for social 

justice  

E-3: Reflect upon their personal values which may influence their professional ethics 

 

GOAL F: 

Students will demonstrate competency in writing and formatting papers 

Learning outcomes: The student will: 

F-1: Prepare written work using the appropriate APA Style 

F-2: Choose appropriate vocabulary for specific audiences, purposes and genres 

F-3: Write with clarity, specificity and precision 

F-4: Effectively use the proper Mechanics, Usage, Grammar and Spelling (MUGS) 


