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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, trafficking in persons is a 

growing global enterprise. Within the domestic United States, human trafficking has been 

recognized by the U.S. State Department as both a criminal and social problem. This 

course will focus on learning to recognize and develop an in-depth understanding of the 

issues surrounding human trafficking, and how the human services field can respond to 

both the problem of human trafficking and the victims of trafficking. Students will 

examine the general definitions of human trafficking, list the indicators that point to 

possible trafficking, review human trafficking cases, describe the victim identification 

process, analyze available resources for victims, and develop a case plan to help victims 

achieve autonomy.  

 

II. COURSE RATIONALE:  

When the U.S. Department of State issued the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) 

in 2000, it signaled that human trafficking was officially recognized as a problem to be 

addressed. Human trafficking, the denial of basic human freedoms and rights to any 

individual through force, fraud, or coercion is a criminal, social, and public health problem 

in US society. In 2017, 8,759 cases of human trafficking were reported to the National 

Human Trafficking Hotline, a 13% increase over 2016. Within the human services field, 

human trafficking needs to be seen as a human and societal problem that demands 

attention. Human services professionals entering the field need to be prepared and 

understand the complexity of human trafficking and the needs of its victims.  

 

III. INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS:  

 

GOAL A:  Review the history and global impact of human trafficking in the 20th-21st 

centuries.  

 

Learning Outcomes: Students will:  

A-1:  Review and discuss the Palermo Protocol, TVPA, and their own state’s 

human trafficking legislation.  

A-2:  Describe how human trafficking has affected society.  

 

  



GOAL B:  Define the types, causes, and indicators of human trafficking.  

 

Learning Outcomes: Students will:  

B-1:  Define the types and indicators of human trafficking.  

B-2: Describe the causes of human trafficking at global, domestic, and local 

levels.  

B-3:  Discuss the various types of human trafficking and risks commonly found 

among youths including gang related trafficking, parental and foster care 

trafficking, runaway youths, and other risk factors.  

B-4:  Describe common patterns of luring victims into trafficking.  

B-5:  Explore how traffickers use social media to lure youths into trafficking.  

B-6:  Discuss various types of labor trafficking.  

 

 

GOAL C:  Examine the victim identification process.  

 

Learning Outcomes: Students will:  

C-1:  Explain how criminal justice-based victim services and law enforcement 

based victim services work to assess and identify victims of human 

trafficking.  

C-2:  Describe the role of victim services and where the victim services role 

resides in the chain of command.  

C-3:  Explain the victim’s bill of rights.  

C-4:  Describe how identified victims move through the justice system.  

 

 

GOAL D:  Review the social services response to human trafficking.  

 

Learning Outcomes: Students will:  

D-1:  Chart the available social/ human services available to victims of human 

services in their geographic area.  

D-2:  Interview a social/human services professional to ask how their organization 

is able to provide services to victims of trafficking.  

D-3:  Describe the various types of legal services needed by trafficking victims.  

D-4:  List the different types of immigration visas available to in certain instances 

to non-US citizen victims of trafficking in the United States.  

D-5:  Discuss the various social services needed to help the victim.  

D-6:  Examine several human trafficking cases and explore the social services 

resources used in each case.  

D-7:  Analyze the gaps in social/human services available to victims of 

trafficking.  

 

 

  



GOAL E:  Develop a case plan for a hypothetical victim of human trafficking.  

 

Learning Outcomes: Students will:  

E-1:  Students will identify several cases of human trafficking.  

E-2:  Develop an immediate rescue and safety plan for a victim of trafficking.  

E-3:  Outline the steps of the process a hypothetical victim must follow through 

the justice system.  

E-4:  Design a long term plan to help the victim develop autonomy.  

E-5:  Identify the policies, procedures, and available community resources that 

may help or hinder or otherwise influence how assistance can be provided to 

the victim.  

 

 

GOAL F:  Students will demonstrate both professional and academic written and oral 

communication skills.  

 

Learning Outcomes: Students will:  

F-1:  Use Standard American English in oral communications.  

F-2:  Demonstrate the correct usage or grammar in both written and oral 

communications.  

F-3:  Use APA formatting in all written papers unless instructed otherwise 

 


