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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 

 

COURSE NUMBER:        SPM 210 

 

COURSE TITLE:  Sports in America 

 

I. LEARNING OUTCOMES AND GOALS: 

 

GOAL A:  Understand the abiding influences that shaped the sporting society in 

America. 

 

Learning Outcomes:  The student will: 

A-1 Discuss the influence of religion and preparation for warfare on the development of 

sports during colonial times 

A-2 Identify the cultural climates which effected the development of sports in the 

northeastern, middle Atlantic and tidewater settlements 

A-3 Explain the phenomena of “blood sports” and the how and why of their 

development in Europe and America 

 

GOAL B: Describe the influence of economy, religion and other cultural influences on 

sports in America 

 

Learning Outcomes:  The student will: 

B-1 Describe the influences of Anglican, Puritan, and Quaker religions on the 

development of sports in the New World 

B-2 Understand the influence of the Great Awakenings on the development of sports 

B-3 Discuss the development of sports as commercial enterprise 

 

GOAL C:  Identify significant events and personalities that influenced the growth, 

development, and acceptance of sports in America 

 

Learning Outcomes:  The student will: 

C-1 Investigate and discuss personalities that have influenced the development of 

college and professional sports, positively or negatively. 

C-2 Evaluate and discuss historic events that have had significant influence in the 

evolution of sports 

 

GOAL D:  Identify, and explain the concepts that define “heroes” 

 

Learning Outcomes:  The student will: 

D-1 Evaluate various athletes, coaches, players and administrators against established 

standards for heroes 
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GOAL E:  Identify and discuss current events in a historical context. 

 

Learning Outcomes:  The student will: 

E-1 Identify and think critically about current events in the world of sports.  Seek an 

understanding of the significance of the event, how it relates to some prior event 

and the future implications of the action. 

 

 GOAL F:  Demonstrate the ability to conduct worthwhile research. 

 

GOAL G:  Demonstrate the ability to conduct intelligent dialog and debate. 

 

 GOAL H:  Demonstrate college level verbal and written communication skills.     

 

 

II. RATIONALE: 

 

Sports in America have enjoyed a rich history in the American society.  It is essential to 

those involved in the field of sports management to be familiar with significant 

personalities, defining moments, and the development of key concepts associated within 

their field of study. 

 


